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Yamaha International Corporation
P.O. Box 6600 Buena Park, CA 90622

- Ask about the Yani_é.ha Music School, a uniquely rich educational experience for children 4-8 years.




A THE COVER
Colorful is the word best de-
scribing Chicago's unique
Criental Theatre, A hint of
the original beauty of this
Rapp & Rapp creation canbe
seen in the reproduction of
the oil painting done at the
time the house first opened,
News about the theatre in
recent monthks discloses that
its new owners plan to reno- §
vate and restore the entire
interior to its original brill-
iance. The organ,too, is
included in the restoration
planning, according to the
report,
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REAL HORROR SUPPLANTS PHANTOM

i

OLD"“TOWN "MUSC"HALL "SCENE OF BRUTAL ROBBERY | M

ATTACK ON FINAL NIGHT SHOWING OF HORROR FILM |

Patrons attending Old Town Music Hall in El Segundo, California, Sunday
evening, October 28th, to see the last showing of this year's annual Phantom
of the Opera'" classic silent horror film didn't get to see it, but they were in-
volved in a wildly exciting and rather brutal live action robbery episode.

Three men in their twenties, wearing ski masks and armed with a sawed-
off shot gun and 45 calibre pistcl, stormed into the theatre just moments be-
fore the famous silent photoplay was to be screened and robbed employees
and patrons st gunpoint, and beat Bill Coffman, one of the owners and organ-
ists when he tried to escape, The three robbers were arrested by local pol-
ice when they left the theatre; a tip-off about the intended robbery had the
officers waiting for the trio. They could not enter the theatre for fear of gun
plaﬁ that might erupt and endanger patrens, although the three masked men
took shots at Coffman and also shot holes in the ceiling of the theatre,

The evening started off at 7pm for the firal performance of the annual
showing of Lon Chaney's great silent picture, Eill Coffman came out to set
the atmosphere of Halloween by stating the theatre was haunted. His partner,
Bill Field was seated at the Hall's second console behind the main curtain
playing music of a haunting nature. The curtains parted behind Coffman to

(Continued on Page 178)

ATLANTA CHAPTER "ALIVE AND KICKING*~—CLAIM
YOUNG'S STATEMENT ABOUT CONVENTION LOSSES
S LESS THAN CORRECT AND NO LIEN ON THEATRE

All rumors to the contrary, Atlanta Chapter ATOS is still very active in
theatre organ activities, and an official of the club has refuted much of what
former ATOS National Vice-President Erwin Young told members attending
the national conclave in Los Angele last July about the huge deficit still on
the books for the previous year's meeting,

"We have Hector Olivera coming March 8th and 9th,next year, for two
concerts at the Music Grinder 3/23 Wurlitzer in response to such a good turn-

(Continued on Page 19)

DR JOHN KLEIN,LONG-TIME ORGAN ENTHUSIAST”
DIES IN SLEEP OCTOBER 9TH IN MUSCAT INE, [OWA

Dr. John Klein, one of the foremost theatre organ buffs in the nation, and
also one of the first to install a Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ in his I‘csi(ience,
died in his sleep October 9th at his home in Muscatine,lowa. He had been
in ill health for the past year and a half,

Last July he attended the ATOS National Convention in Los Angeles with
his wifé and friends, and fellow organ buffs, the William P, Bartlows, "John
got along fine and we had a great time at the meeting, but by late July he
became ill again,' Bartlow said. The two families had visited the previous
Sunday at the Kleinhome, "John and I have been close friends for many
years and alon% with our wives have enjoyed many travels,seeing and hearin
many organs along the way. And the Klien home was alwa{s open to visit-
ors to see,hear and play the 3m/ 14r Wurlitzer he had installed which origin-
ally came from the Keith Albee Theatre in Huntington, West Virginia in the
year 1957, The organ world has now lost two strong supporters in the :pass-
ing of Dick Simonton and now John Klein, "

Dr. Klein is survived by his widow Beatrice, one sone, Jack, of Davenport,
one daughter, Andrea, of Denver, and one son, Tom, of Tampa, Florida, and
seven grandchildren.

WILTERN FINALE DRAWS GOOD CROWD; GETS GCOD U,S, COVERAGE

Approximately 1,700 people attended the co-sponsored Wiltern Kimball
Organ Finale' show, October 11th which featured Ann Leaf in concert and
Gaylord Carter accompanying the silent film "The Navigator'.

National press and television coverage of the event helped promote the
cause of the theatre organ. Organist Leaf has been pictured in Associated
Press Wirephotos in daily papers acress the nation and both she and Carter
were prominent in television coverage on Los Angeles stations, Stories have

also been published about the Kimball removal from the Wiltern.

WHEREVER ORGANS ARE PLAYED AND HEARD, THE CONSOLE IS READ |
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NEW HOME? —MAYBE —One of the side stages and a
portion of unused organ chamber (grillework at extreme
right) in the Hollywood Pantages Theatre where the
Wiltern Kimball pipe organ may be installed.

I o o e o e

WILTERN PROPERTY MAY BE SOLD:
PURCHASER WILL WANT ORGAN

A wew development in the future status of the Wil-
tern Theatre property came to light late this month
when it was learned that a prospective buyer is inter-
ested in acquiring the full square block of real estate.
This prime piece of land has a reported selling price
on it of $6. 5 million,

In a conversation with a representative of the pros-
pective buyer The Console was told that uny deal will
include retaining the Kimball organ in the theatre if
it can be purchased back from Pacific Theatres. Oth-
er equipment in the movie palace is also important in
the purchase plan. A meeting was to be arranged
with Pacific officials to discuss the equipment items,

The representative stressed that the purchaser does
not wish his name made public in the event negotia-
tions fail, He will make the offer as an investment.
Operation of the theatre would be turned over to a
group that has already held meetings with him regard-
ing presentation of live shows

#Rumors Still Flying#*

During the month there have been as many rumors
in circulation about the Wiltern Theatre as there are
péanuts in a can of Planter's nuts—and mest of the
unfounded stories are figments of minds that are be-
set by overworked brains. Even the news of a prospect-
ive buyer must be treated as a rumeor until an official
declaration is announced. In the meantime, Pacific
Theatres and Los Angeles Theatre Crgan Society will
still remove the organ upon executing a centract be-
tween the two parties granting access to the theatre
to dismantle, pack and move the instrument.
(Additional photes of the Hollywood Pantages, propos-
ed new home for the Kimball organ, are published on
pages 12 and 13 of this issue).

On October 22nd, during the 6am news broadcast
over KPOST Radio, it was announced that the Wiltern
Theatre Kimball organ was already being dismantled
and packed so that it could be moved out of the art-
deco movie palace.



CLUB OFFICIALS STILL PUZZLED OVER FRESNO FLOP

Officials of Northern California Chapter ATOS are still puzzled over what happened to
the special three-chapter show that was to have taken place in Fresno, California featuring
George Wright at the console of the Warnor Theatre Robert-Morton organ last Sept, 29th,
"At a boardbrneeting last week,' it was reported in the October issue of The Windsheet'y
official newsletter of the club,"we reviewed all the correspondence, ete, , and the reason
for the cancellation is the big mystery of the year, "

The news item went on to report that board members still do not know what happened
and that the club is out a substantial amount of money for telephone calls and postage
spent to inform members at the last minute the show had been shelved, As a final disclos
ure that inept planning took place somewhere along the way the article related that this
club was informed there would be no ticket sales at the docr, but that it was advertised
elsewhere that there would be,

LEILAND SMITH MAINTAINS WARNOR THEATRE MCRTON ORGAN

In the September issue of The Console it was stated that Tom Delay, Fresno organ buff,
maintains the 4m/14r Robert-Morten organ in the Warnor Theatre. "S’orty to say it,"
corrects Delay,"but I maintain the Fresno Pizza and Pipes 3/23 Wurlitzer and cannot
claim I am at all responsible for the fine condition of the Warnor organ. The credit for
the instrument's fine state rests with theatre owner Frank Caglia and in particular Leiland
Smith, who owns his own Morton at home,"

"1 should also point out;' he noted,"the Wamer name was dropped from the theatre many
years ago and it is now spelled Wamor's, but is still pronounced as Wamers.!" Delay add-
ed that he hopes to see the cancelled tri-chapter Wright concert rescheduled at an early
date,

VACAT |ON BECOMES "BUSMAN'S HOLIDAY'" FOR ORGANIST

Canadian Organist Colin Cousin's recent trip to Great Britain turned out to be a tremen-|
dous success from the musical standpoint, Altﬁough originally planned as a pleasure ex-
cursion, it became a sort of "busman's holiday"

While in Londcn, a stop at the Hotel Russell to see the display of Dutch~built Johannus
organ brought the request for Colin to demonstrate the large three-manual concert organ.
The value of this instrument is set at $100, 000, and its tone, produced by an unconvention-
al generation system and channeleed through digital reverberation and multiple speakers,
is most realistic,

At St.Helier, Jersey, in the Channel Island, the organist was invited to play two organ
preludes for both the matinee and evening showings
of "Moonraker" at the Forum Theatre, The organ is
a marvellous 3/6 Compton, with an excellent Muted
Trumpet replacing the expected Vox Humara. The
audience of 800 was thrilled to hear the organ after

its mam{ years of silence, and the manager of the
theatre hdd to delay starting time of the film several

times to appease the avid listeners.

While in Jersey, Cousins was given the 'Grand Toul
by his friend Peter Loftus, an authorirc-:; on theatre and
son of the famed actress and mimic Cissie Loftus,

From Jersey the next stop was Lymington, Hamp-
shire, where the organist stayed with his relative
Charles Case, a well-known jazz pianist and former
band leader. He also made the acquaintance of Harry
Beagley, who, for all his 87 years, cansstill "tickle
the ivories" with wonderful style,

At famed Chichester Cathedral Colin gave an im-

ital computer organ, and was given the opportunity
of viewing the great 3/43 Hele organ which has been
derelict for almest a decade, When restoration is
complete on the cathedral proper, the pipe organ,
which has many pipes made by famous builders, will
be rebuilt. The Allen, Cousins noted, has been 2 wor~
thy replacement, however, and many listeners. thought
he had been playing the pipe organ.

In the great Southampton Guildhall, Colin playeda

C olin Cousins at the console

promptu recital on the large three-manual Allen Digr
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The International Theatre Organ Society Pub-
lishers prepare and distribute monthly The Con-
sole, a totally independent publication, in the
interest of theatres and organs., It is dedicated
to the preservation of theatres and their organs,
and reports internationally news of all types of
organs — pipe, pump, electronic, theatre and
classical.

The Console provides equal space to all organi-
zations in the interest of bringing to its readers
as complete news coverage as possible. Photo-
graphs, drawings, organ catalogues, theatre pro-
grams, technical articles, both contemporary and
nostalgic are earnestly solicited. Address all ma-
terial to: The Console, P.0. Box 744.C, Pasadena,
Calif. 91104. Telephone: 1-(213) 794-7782.

Subscriptions United States and Canada,
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United States, Canada and Overseas, $9.00 via
second class. Air mail rates for overseas delivery
will be furnished upon request.

Please make Checks or Money Orders payable
to: THE CONSOLE. Payment from Canada or
Overseas must be on an international money
order made out in U.S. funds to forestall conver-
sion or service charges due to rate of exchange.

Single copies of any issue in print, 80 cents
each, postpaid.

Renewals, inquiries and changes of address
should be addressed to: THE CONSOLE, Preston
J. Kaufmann, Circulations Director, P.0. Box
744.-C, Pasadena, Calif. 91104,

Display Advertising Rate Cards sent upon re-
quest. Address all inquiries to: Roger Adams,
Advertising Director, P.0. Box 744-C, Pasadena,
Calif. 91104.

Office of the publication is 1385 North Michigan
Avenue, Pasadena, California 91104,
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of the Ron Winter 3/6 Comp-
ton organ in Old Netley,

two-hour concert on the du-

al console Compton organ,
The first half of his program was played on the four-manual cjas
classic side and freatured music by Steele, Clarke, LeMare and
Dubois, The theatre four-manual console was stamred in the oth-

The

pessimat’ Touch Is Found

er half of his show and Colin played all theatre organ music. It is
interesting to note that both consoles play virtually the same pipg
weork, yet because of Compton's brilliant design, the sounds are
entirely different and properly characteristic of each organ.
Later that day a stop was made at the home of Ron and Lillian

the keyboard

i
.ﬁ S~ il

Winter where a concert was played on the newly-installed 3/6
Compten for a select group of enthusiasts and friends.

Enroute to Exeter,Colin stopped at the seaside town of Beer
where he tried ou¥the 2/6 Wurlitzer Style D in the Congregation-
al Church and found it in good working order and complete ex-
cept for the "toys".

In the Exeter area a visit was made to the home of Robert
Hough in Chudleigh, A two-manual,12-rank J.S, Walker &
Sons tracker organ, circa 1860, has been installed in the convert-
ed stable. The organ is encased in a beautiful casework only
three-feet, two-inches deep. The swell box is operated by a 1
er and must be locked open by a wooden -
rod, similar to the original 'nag's head' de
sign. A brief recital of English classical,
French romantic and modern music was
played by Cousins on the organ. Seund of

(Continued on Page 5)
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"“TROP|CAL [ ZED" WURLITZER WITH XYLOPHONE

States,

The organ console is situated between the chambers on the balcony overlooking
the ground floor and Tennyo, Goddess of Sincereity standing on a pedestal raising
five floors through the open center court of the stere. A marble staircase leads to a
landing beneath the console, and divides. Above the landing the ivory and gold roll-
top console of the only Wurlitzer in a department store and the only Vurlitzer in Ja-
pan is situated,

*' Tropicalized Ivories"#*

The ivories on the manuals are " Tropicalized" (a new word for organ buffs? )—
that is, they are fixed with six little flathead brass screws. This was done at the Wur-
litzer f’actory, Model R20, Opus #2099, shipped February 26,1930, The iveries were

s

BUSINESS CARD of Hiroshi Matsuzawa
Cr}grnist,Mitsi?koshi Department Store
Nihombashi, T okyo, Japan

by Dr. Ed Mullins

)
1

glued and then screwed down to prevent separation in a "tropical” climate such as
[Japan. The original finish was Walnut and the organ was first installed cn the seventh floor
in the exhibition hall and theatre, It was moved to the balcony in 1935. A date for the re-
finishing of the console was not ascertained.

Mir, Matsuzawa was delighted to see me again, and treated me to lunch in the seventh floor

On September 23rd, returning from thedining room where he also plays piano. He hopes other visitors will be able to hear the organ/

People's Republic of China, I again vi-
sited the Mitsukoshi Department Store
in Nihowmbashi, Tokyo, Japan, Entering
between the bronze lions which guard
the main entrance at 10 o'clock on a
Sunday morning, the staff of the store

were at attention and bowed as the pub-Diapason (85), 8! Clarinet (61), 8' Salicional (73), 16" Flute-Bourdon (97), 8

lic entered,

The first thing you hear as you enter
is the sound of the 3m/11r Wurlitzer
playing "Oedo Nihombashi', a lovely
old Japanese tune,

Organist Hiroshi Matsuzawa is cele-
brating his thirtieth year on the bench
at the store, He plays recitals daily at
10am, 12 noon and 3pm, He also plays
the grand piano in the seventh floor
restaurant Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fri-
days at 12:30pm and 2pm, His mini-
concerts included the Japanese piece
"Harusame" (Spring Rain) and reccg-
nizable tunes as "Red Sails in the Sun-
sety "Song of the Islands'} "Beyond the
Reefy "Evening Star'y, "Stardust" and
others,

Beginning this month and continuing
next year Xylophonist Yoichi Hiraoka
will play the xylophone with the org-
anist every Saturday and Sunday. Mr,
Hiraoka is an old-timer having played
on N, B. C. Radio before World War II
with Jesse Crawford at a Hammond or-
gan, over the airwaves in the United

GRAND HIGHEST AWARD of

the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific

Exposition has been given
to the

KINETIC
ORGAN
BLOWER

for, its aoility to en-
A, hance the tonality of any
organ.
It is readily applied to o'd
organs, thereby increasing their
volume and brilliancy.

i

A=l

o =

Write for
Descriptive Catalog

KINETIC ENGINEERING
COMPANY

Baltimore Ave. & 57th St., Phila., Pa.

From The American Organist and an
issue published in 1916,

xylophone duets in the future.

The organ is tuned monthly and has a pleasant sound considering the seven-story atrium it
speaks into. Installation of the instrument is in two chambers side by side on the balcony.
The combination action is inoperable and all registration is done by hand. Two percussions:
Cathedral Chimes and Chrysoglott; four tremolos: Main,Solo, Vox Humana and Tibia,

The 791 pipes make up the 11 ranks as follows: Main Chamber —16" Tuba {73) 16' Cpen

Dulciana (73),

Chrysoglott; Solo Chamber—16' Brass Trumpet (61), 8' Tibia Clausa (73), 8' Oboe Horn (61),
8! Vox Humana (61), Cathedral Chimes.
listing).

If you should happen to visit Tokyo, be sure to go to the Mitsukoshi Nihombashi Department
Store, the only one of its kind in the world having its own "Tropicalized" Wurlitzer theatre
pipe organ!

VACATION BECOMES 'BUSMAN'S HOLIDAY' FOR ORGANIST ——continued from page 4
this organ was excellent due to the superb craftsmanship of the Walker firm, Walker is
Britain's largest organ builder and one of the oldest firms in existence, tracing in its history
Byfield, the Dallams, Renatus Harris, and Jordan, the inventor of the swell-box.

Robert Hough has an excellent collection of mechanical musical instruments including a
Steck-Duo-Art reproducing grand piano, a 1910 nine-rank AEolian Orchestrelle, a barrel piano,
several barrel organs, music boxes and even a musical snuff box, Upon completion of the stable
it will house the entire collection plus a player pipe organ and also serve as living quarters for
Hough and his fiance, professional tennis-player Jackie Fayer.

During his next stop Colin visited the home and studio of Ron Curtis, organ-builder, at
Bolton,near Manchester. He played the two Compton organs, a 3/7 and 4/11, in the studio,
The 4}11 is fitted with a player action and has a Wurlitzer Tibia. Curtis claims it is imposs-
ible to differentiate between it and the metal Tibia in the Compton. Cousins agreed.

In addition to the pipe organs, there is a large Conn three-manual theatre organ and a
Hammond, which is not part of the permanent set-up.

As with all good things, the trip came to an end and Colin returned to Hamilton, Canada,
to his regular profession as teacher and performer, He is already making plans for a return
engagement to England.

ONE CHAMBER WINDED AT
PASADENA AUD | TOR[UM

With the large 30-horsepower blow-
er installed and connected, wind has
already been used to help clear all
dust particles and sound some of the
pipework in the stage right (lefthand
facing proscenium in auditorium) side
chamber at Pasadena Civic Auditor-
ium early this month,

A total of 15 ranks are now erect-
ed in this one chamber, actually two
chambers in one—-above the main
unit is a smaller one that contains
the tuned percussions, 16' Tibia and
toy counter items,

Cn Stage Left the chamber is still
open but all chests, pipework, etc. ,
has been moved into the spacious
area and construction on walls and
framing for the 13 remaining ranks in
the big Moller will begin late this
month.

The console elevator is operable
and rises at the rate of a very slow
frieght train, However, it is under-
stood that due to potential hazard to
human beings, the lift cannot be used
in the customary way of having an
organist rise into the spotlight. The
console must be brought to concert
position and the artist must walk on
stage then out to get on the bench to
start his or her program,

The orchestra elevator is also un-
der the same restriction. It is under-
stood the cost to modify the lifts for
such use would be astronomical and
therefore will not be done.

(8' Voix Celeste (73) omitted from main chamber

o i
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Fromthe EastEndl
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- To the WestEnd §
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glicsh Tollows!

London has two areas that are known by names that conjur up to us Britishers an instant pic-

ture,

And within one of these, Central London, there consists two areas—the West End, famous

fer its theatres, cinemas, great department stores, hotels, Royal palaces, Westminster Abbey,
Parliament, night clubs, strip joint_s{,h major rail termini and so ferth, East of a boundary line

lies, confusingly, an area we call

and mediaeval City of London.

this area is London's cathedral——so famous nobody calls it that, but just St.Paul's, That's Cen-
Starting eastwards immediately around Aldgate is an area we call the East End,

tral London,

It is now t
ing, insurance, hardly any shops, no theatres or cinemas, and hardly anyone lives here. Also in

e City! What we all mean is this is the original Reman
'-1 g

e financial hub of Europe, the money market, bank-

The cockneys all argue where it finishes off as it is somewhat in the mind,

X LA

rather, like I discovered, Hollywood, California is plunked down in L. A.
This East End is scruffy, roug ,tcug’h and frankly s

ummy, Fraught with rac=

ial tensions, before the war the poorer class of Jews got the kicking, Today it

T INOSTALGIA

PHILIP
HYAMS

SID HYAMS

MICK HYAMS

MAJOR A. ). GALE

is the Asians living in the
same poverty-stricken ghet-
tos. The docks have virtually
vanished due to containerisa-
tion which opted for upstream
River Thames and less union
troubles.

The Eztt End meanders a~
long the Thames into the
eastern inner suburbs, Hitler
gave them a licking, too, but
those cocky east enders sur-
vived somehow,

High rise flats or apart-
ments have been built but the
population has dwindled some-
what.

Qur story concerns three
smart young brothers by the
names of Sid, Phil and Mick
Hyams. Phil was born in
1894, Sid in 1898, Both ent-
ered the film business in 1912,

(Continued on Page 7)



enough because the cinema seated 2,700, Two friends fondly recall-
ed the organ-—one who played it regularly as assistant-—as a sweet
sounding %i

ttle organ.  Joseph Muscant's orchestra was thought highly
of, and there was that Kmmg brilliant teenage
boy pianist everyone liked. His name was
Sic‘{ney Torchinski,

Organist Parkhouse was a real character and
spoke with a Cornish accent, He would admit
to being a tkird-rate player but he could put
it over, The talkies were being taken serious-
ly, but the organs really caught on with the
public, They clamoured for more,

Young Mr, Torchinski felt it might be good
to get old Archie to show him how this new=-
fangled sort of organ was played. So Archie
happily obliged. Socn the dapper young
- piaﬁ:ist was a%low;:d to play n};ore and mé)re. I-}e

still felt he liked the piano better, mind you!
Josepl Mysogat But then something }E,appened that madz him

T s AL \\
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WHERE IT ALL STARTED——Hyams Brothers first cinema
was the Popular in Stepney district of London ¢n Commer-
cial Road, It had 586 seats and was remodeled by George
Coles in the mid 1930s.

THE HYAMS BROTHERS ==cont, from page 6

Quickley they learnt the ropes of this new fad
the moving pictures. Somehow they managed to
start their cwn Kinema (spelled with a K-note! )
It was called The Popular and was typical of the
period of the early first World War and had 596
seats, They two brothers did it all themselves.
Later their younger brother, Mick joined in the
family business. They don't recall having an
organ in this house, possibly a piano,

eon they gave their opposition kinemas some=-
thing to think about in bustling Stepney. Moss
and %inkin, with their LaBoheme Kinema, Mris,
Yetta Wassersog and her Cable Picture Palace,
even the Stepney Central Hall where the Rever-
end F. W, Chudligh ran his "children's only"
cinema— adults Saturdays only! The Hyams
boys made the money.
ossibly the oldest music hall vaudeville
building in the world was the Canterbury Music
Hall in Westminster Bridge Road. It was here
that history was made when Charh;._:.s M'o{)torll,
3 : ;

Egg;ﬁozsm fhefaét;’ﬁ:egfbﬁ; E‘g;cpuﬁli’ndug:oﬁf HYAMS! FIRST DELUXER —The Broadway was the initial venture into big theatre

b

: g (el 1 operations for the Hyams Brothers. Located in the Stratford area, it seated 2, 600
ggt?r%%?ﬁnii% ?g;’lgd‘ﬁ:sb & t;“_ld wham! aew and its Wurlitzer was on a lift in the centre of the pit of poliqheé wood. !
Naturally, it was down=-at-the-heels by now efpamiithie. Tooy Mdss Colleatiog

and the Hyams took it over and converted it to
films, It was larger and made them more mon=-

e

YBy 1926 they could see that to attract a better
clientele and present films the way they felt
they should be shown they must build a luxurious
picture palace! as the super cinemas were being
called, Studying the latest mehtods and styles,
they brought in a clever young architect by the
name of George Coles.

Hyams ideas were deep pile carpets,a stage
for "preper turnsy as variety acts were called
and one of the new unit orchestral organs, e
West End had its New Gallery, and Paramount's
new Plaza in Piccadilly Circus was causing a
sensation with its Wurlitzer console mounted on
a lift——and "blimey! that!s class, that is!" A
pesh cafe-restaurant was also in their planning
details,

Happily it all worked out for in November of
1927 The Broadway opened and was a real sen=-
sation. To top it all off, the unheard of would
hapgzn—the Hyams managed to get His Royal
Highness, the Prince of Wales (later Duke of
Windsor) to perform the opening ceremony!

This was done amidst such splendcur as deep 4 - -
})ile %arﬁets, a largedotchestra. cofndu1cted b Y e e i, RS 3

cseph Muscant, gocd backstage facilities for

artists, and dashing Archie Parkhouse rose up BUILT TN 1927, Gecnge Colon Way £ae

Elaying Opus 1749, a Model F Wurlitzer! The
ast Enders had never seen anything like this

grandeur just to show a flick!

The Model F Wurlitzer realy made it mark

- B . .. — o2 p.
chitect and the house was situated at

Broadway and Tramway Avenue. The size of the organ was two manuals, eight
—— ——from the Tony Moss Collection

lad he had leamnt to play an orian. The Hyams Brothers
gecided to dismiss Muscant and his crchestra. However,
in the United Kingdom., We had so many of = @ young Mr. Torchinski was kept on the payroll as assistant
this successful model. It cost the outrageous - organist to Parkhouse,
sum of 3,500 potnds and plainly was not big . .October 1979 Money was tight, but business (Continued on Page 8)
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INTO THE WEST END went Hyams Brothers with the
new Metropole Cinema in November, 1929, It had a
restaurant, good stage facilities and the largest Stan~-
daart organ in the U, K.—but it was decomed to fail-
ure from the first moment it sounded off,

TCP LEFT—Night view of Metropole
exterior showing big foyer window and
bionze entrance doocrs, LOWER LEFT—
Upstairs section of main foyer where
restaurant was located, It is now arock
haunt called " The Venue"

—Both photos from Tony Moss Collc'tn

THE HYAMS BROTHERS

——continued from page 7
beomed, competition was hot and the
Hyams boys had an ace up their sleeves
From the Ezst End to the West End they
wanted to go—and did! There was
plenty of room for first run cinemas.

They teamed up with another cine~-
ma developer, the gentlemanly Major
A. J. Gale, He was busy also with his
architect—who was also the same as
the Hyams! it so happened, Gecrge
Coles, And all were interested in hav-
ing a super cinema on a perfect sight
right at the western end of bustling
Victoria Street, in Victoria, next to the highly successful and fam-
ous Victoria Palace variety theatre. So I-%yams Brothers became
Hyams and Gale, or more correctly, H & G Kinemas Ltd, Their ar-
chitect had just completed his maost successful venture todate at
Hammersmith, in West London. This was the 3, 200 seater mammoth
semi-atmoespheric Commodore Cinema. It has a Dutch organ by
Standaart, a 3/10. Han‘{‘ Davidson was organist, and there was a
fine orchestra conducted by Joseph Muscant, no less, For a brief
pericd S, Torchinski was pianist until he went to the West End.

But back to Hyams & Gale, The Metropole was the name of their
new joint venture, and it was in the West End, too. Well, only just
mark you, By Victeria Staticn, terminus for ﬁrighton, Eastbourne,
and a hest of south coast resorts and commuters, foreign~bound pass-
engers. It was and is busz!

To play the organ, Archie Parkhouse, complete with his new and
goung assistant organist, Sidney Torchinski, were settled on the

ench, The organ? Hardly mrprising_that it was a Standaart from
Holland, It was to be larger than Mr, Specterman's Commodore
Hammersmith instrument. A 3/13 was ordered, a lovely organ, but
the artists on stage and the audience, not to mention the twq organ-
ists, had a hard job hearing it. They complained to Gaston Noter~
man, who was the Standaart agent in'the U.K.. He and Arthur Not-
erman were dispatched aloft to the roof chambers to sort it out.
They said it was Mr, Coles' fault since he designed the chambers,

Everything else was fine. The patrons loved the restaurant, the
deccr, the seats and the sound! Ah yes, with talkies now occupy-
ing more time there wasn't a need for assistant organists anymore,
Mr, Torchinski would have to be dismissed, The sack for the clev-
er orchestral pianist/assistant organist, But soon he was busy in the
pit of the Regal Marble Arch Cinema as pianist. Here the orchest-
ra broadcast often, Young Sid soon became part of the success of
the brilliant Starkey and the Regal Virtucsi, the marvellous orches-
tra of the famed movie palace. He was fortunate to get this mob
as pianist and assistant organist to the already fabulous Quentin

. JMaclean, who was chief crganist presiding
over the ,largest unit theatre organ in Europe,
the 4/37 Christie, Here Torchinski was arr-
anger, too, and his real talent was allowed to
‘flourish. So we leave Sidney with his new

(Continued on Page 9)

GEORGE COLES, F.RILB.A.
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CIRCLE SEATING (Balcony to you) in the Hyams'
Metropole Kinema, Londen. Part of the ornate coff-
ered ceiling survived drastic remodeling, Criginal
color scheme was green and gold.

~—from the Tony Moss Collection

THE HYAMS BROTHERS -—continued from page 8
employers, the Abrahams Consolidated Theatres,
Meanwhile the Hyams Brothers and Major Gale - |
had purchased a large piece of land at the busy road
junction just on the boundary of Central London and
the southeastern inner suburban sprawl at the famou
Elephant and Castle area. It was named after the
famed old coaching inn. This region was ripe for a|
"super cinema'y as they were now called. This one |
was to be their finest yet, Gecrge Coles went all
Italianate——high and wide auditorium with every
inch of space in the site used for this, perhaps the
most staggering suburban cinema, The Trocadera
they named it, H}(ams’ biggest venture,seating
3, 500 exactly. The house boasted a stage bigger

& »

ARCHIE PARKHOUSE at the Dutch-built Standaart
3/13 at the West End Metropole. Archie always
wore stage make-up, was a great showman,but a
confessed third-rate organist!

-— from the Dalgliesh Collection

than west end cnes. There wasn't much space wast-
ed on foyers—seats were the important item and
footage went into the immense auditorium,

Hyams and Gale were determined to have a mar-
vellous organ, and if they hadn't had success with
their Dutch Standaart at the Metropole, they were
sure Wurlitzers wouldn't let them down. But had the
prices jumped! Still they were adamant—they
would outdo MGM at their own game-—a theatre as
large as the great Empire in London and an organ

that would be the largest Wurlitzer in Europe. So

they ordered 12,000 pounds worth—a four-man-
ual, 21-rank, 270 Special complete with revolv-
ing turntable, just as MGM had at their Empire,
To play it they just had to get that brilliant or-
ganist, Cuentin Maclean, But would he leave his
posh West End Regal Marble Arch and that huge
organ? Well, yes, they did it!

December 22nd, 1930 arrived and the Hyams
boys unveiled their great super. Everything was
right except the pea super London Fog! Just the
type you Americans stage in Hollywcod films that
required a shot of London—swirling clouds of the
thick stuff. We don't get them nowadays. It'sall
a smokeless zone, But the fog penetrated the
3, 500-seater, but the "Troc) as the locals nam-
ed it, was an instant success. All that grandeur
amidst some of the worst slum housing in London.

Filmgoers, radio listeners, the public flocked
to hear this great organ and it player and the or-
chestra lead by a brilliant youngster called Alfred
Van Dam. There were variety acts, two films, a
newsreel, cartoon and the man who became the

nation's greatest theatre organist---all for six
pence a seat,

Crgan concerts were given before the films be-
gan and you could get in for even less. The out-
of -work could get a pass and go listen to the or-
gan for free—a great gesture on management's
part. Times were hard in the early thirties, but
still people packed and lined up to get in, Visit-

Tty

g a two-week shutdown, this is what took

'MURDERED!'METROPOLE—Followin
place in the Metropole in the name o?progressl A new false anti-procsenium

arch was built to hold the large screen when the Metropole went over to 70mm
long-run movies, Amazingly, a small platform was placed almost in the cen-
tre and a large Hammond organ was played daily by Eric Easton an hour before

cach show. Rank had good reason for doing this, It constituted a live enter-
tainment and was exempt from paying entertainment taxes, Fortunately, the
exemption brought about more use of existing organs and even orchestras once
again.
ing organists came in to listen, spell bound, to Mac, His broadcasts later were
legendary, a real fact, every Wednesday from 12 noon to 12:45 on the national
wavelength of the BBC, In no time Maclean was the most highly regarded or-
ganist in Britain, the King-Pin!

The organ was properly installed by Walter Pearce and Major Wright of Wur-
litzer Cinema Organs Ltd. Divided and two big archways with golden drapes
to each chamber, They, the chambers, were long and shallow, just the ideal
repository for pipework!

Not far away George Smart had erected his largest yet cinema palace in
1929 called the Super. It was in Tower Bridge Road,right on the Central Lon-
don and suburban boundary. You went over the world-famous Tower lift bridge,
walked a short distance and there, in cockney Bermondsey, was the Super, It
had 2,200 seats and a 2/8 Wurlitzer, Style 200, - ;

The house was also notoricus—-1 mean the audences J
were, Said to be the toughest patronage for any live
performer, to Elay the Super Tower Bridge Roadytook

uts, If, perchance, any slide was projected upside
own, the customers would cat call, shout abuse and
quite often rescrt to (Continued on Page 10)
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