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WHEREVER ORGANS ARE PLAYED AND HEARD, THE CONSOLE IS READ

MARIAN CQOK also has purchased the former Loew's Paradise Theatre 4/23
Robert-Morton corgan and is shown parked on the pedal clavier. This instru-
ment is now in storage in Detroit, Michigan. It has an interesting future in

C bl SRR B e R AR S TR BOE A o
MARIAN COOK OFFERS TO DONATE BIG WURLITZER
TO LOS ANGELES THEATRE ORGAN SOCIETY WHEN
CLUB LOCATES SUITABLE STRUCTURE TO HOUSE [T

Marian Coock, one cf theatre organ's greatest boosters and benefactors, has
offered to donate the former 3m/30r Tivoli Gardens Wurlitzer pipe organ to
Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society if a suitable location can be found for the|
instrument within one year. The following agreement (Continued on Page 6)

PACIFIC THEATRES TO REMOVE KIMBALL FROM '

WILTERN; PLAN TO RE-INSTALL IN PANTAGES; |
LA TOS TO PRESENT FINAL ORGAN SHOW OCT. !l

Pacific Theatres has announced that removal of the 4m/37r Kimball pipe i
organ from the Wiltern Theatre will commence in October and that the instru-|
ment may be erected in the firm's Hollywood Pantages Theatre. It has also |
been arranged for Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society to present a final con=
cert and silent film show, starring Ann Leaf and Gaylord Carter October 11th
at 8pm,

The theatre company will not cease operations at the famed Wislhire and
Western movie palace until the end of the year, but with the decision to re-
tain the organ, removal must start in advance of the close of house to insure
that the organ will be out of the building,
the firm call for club volunteers to dismantle the Kimball, Pacific will store

it in the scenery dock of their Hollywood Theatre and furnish transportation to ||

move it. If the plan to re-erect the organ in the Pantages (Continued on P. 12)

LANOTHER CENTER TO HAVE THEATRE PTPE ORGAN

Another former theatre, now a performing arts center, will soon have organ
music, The former Mars Theatre in Lafayetter,Indiana, was originally equipp-
ed with a Wurlitzer, The showhouse is now known as the Dennis Long Center
for the Performing Arts and a 3m/11r theatre organ has been purchased from
Grand Rapids, Michigan, for installation. According to Carroll Copeland, who
is in charge of the project, it is estimated at least cne year will be required to
restore and make the addition of two more ranks of pipes and erect the organ.
It was not disclosed what make the organ is.

WRIGHT'S SAN GABRIEL FALI. CONCERT NO\/.CSRD

George Wright will present his Fall 1979 concert at San Gabriel Ci
torium on Saturday, November 3rd at 8:30pm, it was announced this month.
Billed as " Autumn éerenade", his music will feature selections emphasizing
the concert title. All seats will be reserved with a general admission of $5.
Advance teservations may be made by calliugc} 213) 661-1041. The Auditor-
ium box office will be open November 1,2 and 3 at 2pm.

ORGAN FEATURED AT ANDERSON PARAMOUNT 5Q0TH

On August 20, 1979, the Anderson,Indiana,Paramount Theatre celebrated
its fiftieth anniversary with a special program that included an organ concert
by its resident crganist since the mid-fifties, Dr. John Landon, who also pre-
sented a sing-a-long, and the screening of the original opening feature film,
the Marx Brothers in "Cococanuts'l

Landon's concert was received enthusiastically by the audience and he was
given a standing ovation at its conclussion. The community sing session was
made up of songs that were all pre-1929, the date the theatre opened. The
artist plays during intermissions on Saturday nights, Noted theatre architect
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MOTOR €, T ATOS OUSTS SIX BOARD

'MEMBERS WHO WANTED TO GET RID
|OF CLUB'S SUCCESSFUL THEATRE

Over 200 members of Motor City Chapter ATCS
Detroit, ousted six members of the club board of di-
rectcrs at a special meeting held Sunday, Sept, 16th,
to save their Redford Theatre from being sold. The
officials, part of cne faction in the club, have beer
opposing the special crew that has been operating
the organ-equipped house at a profit ever since it
was transferred to thier control after having shovm a
loss under other members, it was reported.

A full story of the history of the project has be:n
promised The Console which will be published as a
possible guide for other clubs that anticipate aquiring
a theatre or concert hall.

ORGAN GRINDER LOOKING FOR ORGAN DUO
Teronto's Crgan Grinder Restavrant is leoking for
an associate organist/maintenance man. Salary is

. reported to be $1, 600 monthly with union sanction to

accept a Stateside citizen. Full particulars can be ob-
tained by contacting The Organ Grinder Restaurant,
The Esplanade, Toronto, Ontario,Canada. U. S,
citizens will be granted a work permit to live and
work in Canada.

Negotiations between LA TOS and \

ivic Audi- H

'WURLISTER CHIME WHISTLE is handed to Lois Segur,
National ATOS Vice President,by Tim Kreifels,San Di-
ego Chapter Chairman, along with henorary life mem-
bership in recogniticn of her long service to club. The

John Eberson designed the atmospheric Paramount. It is reported to be remarktoccasion was open house and christening of Sandy Fleet's

ably well preserved, even to the stars that still twinkle overhead, which help
create an atmosphere of an open Spanish courtyard.

Style D, Wurlitzer, August 26th, Gorsuch Organ Co, fab-
bricated whistle, ——See feature, Pages 8 and 9
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A musical milen.

A technology called Pulse Analog Syn-
thesizing System, PASS for short, makes the
E-50 a landmark in the history of creating
music. Because with this incredibly ver-
satile Electone, new standards are set in
reproducing uncompromisingly authen-
tic theater, pipe organ, jazz and

orchestral sections, not to mention the in-

drhaha Electone E-50.

credibly realistic percussive cymbal and
rhythm sounds.

The musical milestone of the future is
here to play today. The Yamaha Electone
E-50. Ask your Yamaha dealer now.

Yamaha International Corporation, P.O. Box 6600, Buena Park, CA 90622

€ YAMAHA



FRESNO ORGAN SHOW FALLS APART,WILL SCHEDULE
ANOTHER TRI-CLUB MEETING AT WARNER THEATRE |

What started out as great idea-—the sponsorship of a George Wright concert;
on the snappy, bright 4m/14r Robert-Morton organ in the Wamer Theatre, Fres-
no, Califcrnia, by Los Angeles, San Francisco and Sacramento ATOS chapters—-
came ungluecf and fell apart and, according to Mike Ohman, Chairman of Los -
Angeles, will be rescheduled later, ‘

There were several mixups and pocr response to the $100 charge for a special
bus trip, by the L, A, unit, that was to include several surprise stops. After it be-
came apparent that Angeleno members weren't flocking to the ticket wicket to
buy bussing, it was decided to announce that anyone attending the show from
the Los Angeles area would have to drive, fly or hitch hike to Fresno. The oth-
er units were, it was reported, planning special bus trips.

At one point prior to the show, Tom Delay, the man who maintains the crgan
in the Warner Theatre, called The Console complaining that he had been in-
formed that only the members of the three chapters that were involved in the
presentation would be permitted to attend and bring one or two guests. Delay
said that a number of Fresno / TOS members, who cannot belong to chapters
due to the great distances they would have to travel to attend meetings, were
angered by the word they had received that it was not possible for them to be in
on the performance. T‘ir-xis was later ironed out when they were informed,that
as long as they were ATOS members in good standing they certainly could take
in the show.

Delay also called Los Angeles at one point to determine if the show, which
was already advertised in Southern California by mail flyers, would go on as the
initial plans called for. He said the confirmation had not been received for use
of the theatre and that Crganman Dick Villemin would have to be notified to
touch up the instrument for Wright. Hastily placed telephone calls resolved the
misunderstanding and the show was "on" definitely, But from this point on, the
various problems that plagued it caused the eventual pestpenement. No date is
set at the present time for ancther perfcrmance,

OHMAN HAS INDIANS |NDOORS ,NAPOLEON OUTS IDE

Telluride, Colorado is indian country and Mike Ohman, organist, pizza par-
lor owner and top tabber of Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society, had them in
the Sheridan Opera House when he recently returned to the old mining town to
accom;ianwiilthe silent feature films shown during the annual Telluried Film
Festival, He also had "Napoleon" outside in a tremendous campaign that ran
from 9:30pm until 4am the next morning. His indian episode was the accomp
animent of "Redskiny the first technicolor silent film, "Napaleon" was the
famous French-produced film that features, at its finale!, three projectors syn-
chronized to grind out on a big screen the third-dimensional battle scenes. It
pre-dated Cinerama, but was shown only in a few U.S. locations due to the
complex screening problems, The picture was presented to honer the French
director who made it.

In the mile-high (cr maybe h
night, even in the summer mon
buns off sitting on that organ bench playing the film!"
struments during the festival,

WRIGHT ENCORES AT HINSDALE CINEMA GUILD SHOW

George Wright is advertised for an encore performance at the Hinsdale, .
I1linois, Theatre October Ist at 8p. Tickets for the show are $5 by mail order
and $6 at the door.

The Hinsdale Theatre will present Frank Pellico in a special Christmas show
December 10th featuring music and live entertainment, Advance tickets are
$4, and at the door $4, 50, Mail orders may be sent to 29 East First Street,
Hinsdale, Illinois 60521,

CLASSIC OLD FILMS AT CROWN IN NOVEMBER, DECEMBER ; ORGAN TO
BE PLAYED DURING THE SATURDAY NIGHT PRESENTATIONS
Presentation of classic films at the Pasadena Crown Theatre the last two
Saturday nights of November (17th and 24th) and December 1st, 8th and 15th
will also feature musical interludes on the 3/11 Wurlitzer organ, it was an-
ngmlced this month. A complete schedule of films to be shown will be releas-
ed later,

LEDWON PLAYS KIMBALL FINAL TIME BEFORE GOING 'ROUND THE WORLD

Cn Saturday morning, Sept. 22nd, John Ledwon made 2 special trip on his
way to International Airport to stop by the Wiltern Theatre and play the big
Kimball organ for the last time, Befcre he returns from a trip around the
world, cn which he was departing that merming, the instrument will be dis-
mantled and on its way to st e in the alarm-protected scene deck of the
recently tri-plexed Padific H%ﬁ}ge‘wood Theatre og Holl%fwo%?i Blvd.

T he 'visit was one filled with nestalgic rememberances of past years when
he had appeared in concert at the console of the four-manual organ, and also
as chapter chairman when he introduced numerous organists who played the
big box of whistles.

PUBLICITY FIRM TURNS OUT COPY ABOUT PASADENA CIVIC MOLLER
Pasadena Civic Auditorium officials have engaged the Doremus Company
to publicize the five-manual Moller pipe organ now being installed in the
3,000-seat theatre, In a five-page release the firm gives a brief history of
the organ from the time it was built by Moller and shipped to England for its
everso-brief touring time and finally brought back to g -
the U.S. by Sandy Fleet and subsequent donation by
J. B. Nethercutt to Pasadena. The release contains se
veral inaccuracies, but does present an interesting ac
count of the organ. It was noted the organ will be

her) altitude, Ohman said the weather at

He used electronic in

i
Lﬁs, was less than warm and "I nearly froze my

LARRY VANNUCCI, one of San Francisco's leading
theatre organists, is pictured at the console of the
San Gabriel Civic Auditcrium Wurlitzer during his
concert for Los Angeles Theatre Crgan Society last
August 26th, His program was warmly received by

patrons attending the show, —-ZimFoto

‘GRINDING IT OUT IN D.C.

RUMORS OUT THAT YOUNG QUITTING
NATIONAL ATOS OFFICE,OTHERS
IN TOP OFFICES ALSO LEAVING

A veritable fountain of rumors started spouting from
the Washington, D. C, area this month and were relay-
ed to The Console by telephone and mail, The first
unconfirmed item was in t%e form of a question: had
The Console heard that Erwin Young had resigned his
national ATOS office? The answer was "no'" and no
effort has been made to confirm the news since prev-
ious attempts to communicate with this officer have
been something less than successful. It is possible
Y oung has finally resigned since he told members at
the 1978 Atlanta Convention that he intended to step
down,

Other rumors conceming ATOS nationals, also not
confirmed, are that George and Vi Thompson, espec-
ially Vi, will leave their posts after the close of this
year. Another one rumered to be pulling cut is the
publisher of the magazine, Betty Mason. It is known
that the faction she sides with at Motor City Chapter
|ATOS that wanted to be rid of the Redford Theatre
were thoroughly trounced by a general membership
meeting that ousted six directors who favored dump-
ing the successful operating crgan-equipped movie
house.

Another rumor cropping up in the area (Richmeond)
reveals that hanky-panky has been taking place in
and around the former Loew's Richmond Theatre and
concerns an organ for the denuded house, That news
must wait clarification from Richmond and will be
featured in the next "Richmond Report'.

The 3/13 Wurlitzer that was taken out of Loew's is
reported to still be stored in the D.C, area and per-
haps in a bam. The barn, it is also rumored, will not
withstand another severe winter. What this means can
be taken several ways-——the one accepted thought is
that if the Wurlitzer doesn't get out, it may be ruined.
But, again, this is only rumor, !.

P’reg Graybeal, owner of the organ, has told Rich-
mond organ buffs he has no immediate plans for the
instrument and from this the Richmondites interpret
that he would be willing to sell it to the Richmond
Symphony Association For re-installation in the Loew
house they have purchased,

But, as stated above, there seems to have been a
bit of hanky-panky taking place in the famous Suthun'
City and following attempts to clarif{( the situaticn,
the outcome of what's happening will be published in
the second Richmend Report!

Should the rumors on Young and the others be true,
it will pave the way for new blood in ATOS and the
hope that the sought-after changes in the club can be
put into effect. .

LARSEN HEARD IN COLTON CO, CONCERT

Lyn Larsen flew into Southern California for a very
"ipgtant" concert—the announcements barely made
it to the invited—that was played on the Rodgers
theatre and classical combination pipe organs,Sunday,
Sept. 23rd at 3pm, The show was rated very high, ac-
cording to several who attended and reperted it. Lar-

dedicated some time "after the first of the year"

mber,

T

Septe

also had a workshop, clinic the following day at Col-
ton Organ and Piano Co, showrooms in Carson, Calif.
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- ORGAN
NEWS'

Big Rank Crgani- .
sation now perse- ;
veres in preserva
tion of its remain-¢
ing theatre organs;
and publishes reg
ular newsletter of
concert dates an
information abou
various organs be
ing rehabilitated
or improved on

LONCON CONCERT ARTISTS ARRIVE ONE DAY
EARLY TO PLAY THEATRE INTERWMISSIONS

SURROUND BUILDER CELEBRATES 100
YEARS N BUS INESS

OLD DECORATED CONSOLE OUT OF HIDING
SCOTS TO KEEP EDINBURGH PLAYHOUSE

The once derided I o
Rank COrganisation, oft- B
en pilleried fer kil’ling
off the theatre organ
over here after the last |
war are now doing 2
their level best to pre- |
serve their remaining
organs,

This awakening is
iargelé the responsibil-
ity of Rank Leisure
Division man Bert Bar-
tram, It is he who got
the Board of Direcotrs
interested in keeping
what organs are left on
the once biggest equip-
ped crgan circuit in all
of Europe. Even to issu-
ing a newsletter called
"Odeon Organ News'

This sheet gives de-
tails of forthcoming
concerts and interesting
snippets about organs
being overhauled.

MNaturally many con-.
certs take place at the
most famous cinema of

Iy

4

B
st E

Criginal publicity photo of the 5m/17r, Melotone Compton at
London's Odeon Leicester Square Cinema, It shows original
the circuit—the Odeon| "Hot Seat" that matches console and changes colour with it,
Leicester Square,Lon- | It has been restored again after an absense of 30 years,

don, the nation's most | -
famous cinema, Artists who are booked for the Sunday concerts are now being asked to
arrive in town the previous Saturday night to play interludes on the big Compton—"The
Duchess" —for regular public film programmes. Since the untimely death of resident
organist Gerald Shaw, an organist has not been appointed permanently. The organ has
be(;::n pl;yed for quite a few premieres by various organists ranging from William Davies
to kna Baga,

"The Duchess" gets back in the news again in a most curious way. It once sported per-
haps the most famous "Hot Seat'} as we call them over here. It was desinged by one of
the architects of the once great art deco cinema and matched the huge console, Jimmy |
Bell, the first resident, used to ride up and down daily on it until his_death, just.afte el
war. Then John (The Bishop) Howlett took his place and was not

(USPS 423630)
Second Class Postage Paid at Pasadena,CA,

The International Theatre Organ Society Pub-
lishers prepare and distribute monthly The Con-
sole, a totally independent publication, in the
nterest of theatres and organs, It is dedicated
to the preservation of theatres and their organs,
and reports internationally news of all types of
organs — pipe, pump, electronic, theatre and
classical,

The Console provides equal space to all organi-
zations in the interest of bringing to its readers
as complete news coverage as possible. Photo-
graphs, drawings, organ catalogues, theatre pro-
grams, technical articles, both contemporary and
nostalgic are earnestly solicited. Address all ma-
terial to: The Console, P.O. Box 744-C, Pasadena,
Calif. 91104, Telephone: 1-(213) 794-7782.

Subscriptions United States and Canada,
$12.00 annually (temporary), via first class;
United States, Canada and Overseas, $9.00 via
second class. Air mail rates for overseas delivery
will be furnished upon request.

Please make Checks or Money Orders payable
to: THE CONSOLE. Payment from Canada or
Overseas must be on an international money
order made out in U.S. funds to forestall conver-
sion or service charges due to rate of exchange.

Single copies of any issue in print, 80 cents
each, postpaid.

Renewals, inquiries and changes of address
should be addressed to: THE CONSOLE, Preston
J. Kaufmann, Circulations Director, P.0. Box
744-C, Pasadena, Calif. 91104.

Display Advertising Rate Cards sent upon re-
quest. Address all inquiries to: Roger Adams,
Advertising Director, P.0. Box 744.C, Pasadena,
Calif, 91104.

Office of the publication is 1385 North Michigan
Avenue, Pasadena, California 91104,
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Special Features .........
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there long before he decided he didn't like the seat. So an old
long church bench was substituted and it looked awful! Eventual-
ly a standard wooden bench for theatre organ jobs was pinched
from a neighbouring cinema, the Gaumcrt Haymorket, and it
looked better,

Thg%/mw Touch Is Found

When Gerald Shaw, a long-time friend of the writer,was resi-
dent he and I argued that it should have its glass seat back! I spent
hours wandering round the big theatre looking in every ncok and
cranny for this big object, I couldn't find it, Now I discover

through a friend that was connected with the theatre, it got sold
to someone. Apparently negotitations have taken place and its
arrival back from its secret hiding place puts the big keydesk in
all its full glory. It has been done up—electric lighiting and glass
put back ready to par boil the posteriors of future crganists! Act-
ually, most are not that overheated as we like to make ocut.

The crganist who launched the famousseat back into partner-
ship with its console was Ron Curtis who gave a very good concert
He played for the Saturday night public film show, too.

Now Ranks tells me Ron is to p %y for the Royal World Premiere
of John Schlesinger's major film "Yanks', which is about the war
and you yanks who helped us out so val- —
iantly. One sequence in the film shows a
cinema full of troops enjoying a sing-a=-
long typical organ solo of the 1940s. The
organist used was playing for "real" at a

(Continued on Page 18)
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An Dfficiol Los Angeles Professional Orgonists Club Publication

The only organ magazine with a complete
~monthly Calendar of all local organ events.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION, 12 ISSUES FOR $6.

Check or M.0. payable to L.A.P.0.C., mail to:

MAVIS JONES
4610 Cedros Ave.
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403
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TEXAS ATOS CHAPTER GIVEN ORGAN ANL
OTHER ITEMS TO SELL TO AID MORTON
RESTORATION PROJECT NOW UNDERWAY

North Texas Chapter ATOS in Dallas has been donated an
almost new Conn 652 model electrenic organ and other items
to go with it which can be sold to raise money to continue
restoration of the former Loew's Jersey City four-manual Won-
der Merton organ,  The chapter is announcing the sale of the
iterns in bid form., A complete listing of the items open for
bidding, which will be closed on December 15th at the time
all bids are opened, is published in .the 'crgan-ized Ads' sec-
tion of this issue.

LANTERMAN HONORED WITH SPECIAL BANQUET

Frank Lanterman, noted organ buff/owner, who recently re-
tired from the Califcrnia State Assemble after serving his con
stituents for over 25 years, was honored Monday, Sept. 24th at
the Los Angeles Biltmore Hotel with a $125 a plate benefit
for the Pasadena Child Guidance Clinic. He is known nation-
ally for his laws that changed the nation's attitude toward the
handicapped and mentally ill

The news story of his banquet was published in the local
press accompanied by a four-column photo of him sitting at
the console of the former San Francisco Fox "Crawford Spec-
ial which he has installed in his LaCanada residence.

NALLE AND NERO LAUDED FOR UNUSUAL CONCERT

Billy Nalle, Wurlitzer man, and Peter Nero and his triced
piano, electric bass and drums (Mike Barnett and Dale Cook
respectively) took their Wichita, Kansas, audience by storm
on Saturday night, Sept. 15th. "According to Don Granger,
critic for tKe Wichita Eagle, " The results, which could have
been dreadful, were marvelously entertaining. The combina-
tion was magnificent. The two, Nero and Nalle, made far
more exciting music together than they did separately." Both,
the critic noted, received polite applause for the segments
the{( did separately. "They were given an ovation for their
werk together')

In one rehearsal, Nalle took a solo stretch with the trio to
add some percussions to Mike Bamett's rthythm work, Not ex-
pecting to hear such inte;imting aleng the way, the wio nearl
stopped playing as they all simultaneously turned around an
looked up in shock at the chamber area. "The look on their
faces was classic disbelief," Nalle said.

t
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TVWC ORGAN PERSONALITIES IN PROMOTIONAL EFFORT-—Rev., Fr.
William E. Biebel,seated at console, and Joe Luckey, who rebuilt the
Tellers organ the noted theatre organist priest played, talk to Mrs,
Linda Mathews following a special old fashioned party for campaign
workeis given by the Erie,Pa., Civic Music Association this month.
The organist accompanied a 1928 silent Buster Keaton movie at the
Gamnon College location where the organ was installed by Luckey,

PALACE PIX RECALL FOND AUSSIE MEMORIES

For Robert E. Bruce, of Dale, Indiana, publication of the pertfolio of
photes on the Sycney Palace Theatre in the August issue of The Console
llfrméght back happy memcries of the time he spent in the Down Under
and,
"It was my pleasure, and I say pleasure, because 1 did not suffer during
World War II, due to my duty, to have been in Sydney. At that time,
1943,1 enjoyed for the first time the real beauties of the world of ornate

is unbelievable.

both on and off stage.

George Wright's “Grand Finale”

Convention.

J. NELSON MANAGEMENT
(415) 457-0255

COMMENTS FROM SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS . ..

Scheduling George Wright in Rochester has always been cause for a
grand rush for tickets. He never fails to attract people from hundreds,
if not thousands of miles away. The drawing power of George Wright
Rochester Theatre Organ Society

The George Wright Concert sold out in record time and he is a delight
Shirley Flowers, Director
Pittsburgh A.T.0.S.

C.A.T.O.E. has sponsored many successful organ concerts but, in my
opinion, none has topped the entertainment or financial success of
to the 1977 AJT.0.S. National

Doug Christenson, Director
Chicago A.T.Q.S.

For concert information and availability contact:

900 Andersen Drive, San Rafael, California 94901

| theatres. As a mid-westerner, from lowa,I'd not had
. the experience of big city lovlies. So being in both

! Sydney and later, Melbourne,l became as familiar

| with those houses as New Yorkers did with the Para-
mount, Roxy and others,

"Mcet of my time was spent in Melboume, in fact
two and a half years, While there I made personal
friends of all the theatre organists who were full-time
employees. There was Aubury Wheland of the State,
Mervyn Welch of the Regent, a Hoyt theatre, and the
man whose name slips my mind right now at the
Capitol. Mervyn Welch was my favorite and because
of our friendship, I had an open docr to the Regent,

"That old Wurlitzer four-manual was the best sound-
ing organ I'd ever heard. At thtat time there was a
full stage show with each movie. Each show was a
complete affair, After each, the house was emptied
and a new audience came in. Yes, tickets were sold
according to the spot where one would sit. The orch-
estra was sizable, too, I enjoyed those older musicians
because the youngsters were away at war. The Re-
gent was the only theatre that continued with organ
and orchestra. The others were organ only., So,dur-
ing these two and a half years, I wallowed in an ex-
perience I shall never forget.

"Below the Regent, in a space that was suppcsed
to have been a restaurant, there was another movie
house, It was called the lglaza. Local building regu-
lations prohibited the restaurant and that's how it
became a theatre. There was a two-manual Wurlit-
zer, 1'd say about 6 to 8 ranks, Not on an elevator,
the console simply sat below the screen in the center
of the front of the stage area. There was no stage as
the Regent had upstairs,

"There was also another theatre, called the Lyceum,
which had a two-manual Wurlitzer that was in poor
condition. It had ceased to be used regularly. I did
| play it some, but it was not much fun, To my sur-

! prise, the manager of that house was criginally from
- Iowa, so he took to me like a
i fduck to water. He'd gone to
= | Australia before the war and
illoved it, I can understand why,
too.
(Continued on Page 12)
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iv ARION COOK CFFERZ TO DONATE BIG WURLITZER
-—continued from page one

has been worked out between Mrs, Cook and LA TOS officials:

1) LATOS would remove the organ at their expense.

2) LATOS would move the organ to storage in Southern Calif,

3) LATOS would store the organ for one year at their own ex-
pense,

4) LATOS would insure the organ.

5) LATCS would appoint trustees of the instrument to work with
Mrs, Cook in securing a location approved by her, suitable for
installation of the organ,

6) If a suitable lccation is agreed upon, the crgan will eventual-
ly be donated to LATOS. If a location is not found within
one year, Mrs. Cook has the right to dispose of the organ as
she determines proper, and will re~imburse LATOS for all ex-
penses incurred in the removal, storage and insurance of the
organ,

It was pointed out at the general meeting of LATOS, held on
Monday,Sept. 17th at the Great American Wind Machine Rest~
aurant, that the money used to accomplish the removal, storage
énd 1Elay insurance came from money already donated by Mirs. — -

ook! T

On this page are photos taken during the removal of the in- MAIRAN COOK werked alcm§ with the crew in the dismantling
strument. Member Bob Power flew a group to Phoenix in his of the organ. She wrapped all small pipework in newspaper and
private plane to assess the job and also hel%ed with the job of also made an inventory of the entire instrument as it was re-
dismantling the organ., The work generally was accomplithed moved from the building. In the photo below she and Henry
by some of LATOS members living in the west regicn of Los Hunt nail down lid cn one of the pipe crates. All new wcod

Angeles and Ventura Counties. The fact that the club chairman, was used in crate construction.
Mike ©hman also lives in that region and was involved in the
intitial talks with Marian Cook about the organ and had to take
immediate action about its removal due to legal hassles with
owners of the building in Sun City and did not actually have
time to announce the decision has caused the group to be re-~
ferred to, rather irreverently, as the "Ventura Mafia'l This was
due, as noted, to their apparent disregard to communicate
with the membership, However, after the information did get
out to all club members, the general approval of their actions,
which was in the best interests of the club for the acquisition of
an organ ended the surge of animosity over what some termed
to be secrecy in high places (the same thing that almost ruined
the national government of A TOS befere members voiced their
complaints at the recent 1979 national convention),

It is to the credit of the "Ventura Mafia" that the organ was
removed in 'jig time' to avoid legal problems with building
owners who indicated they would hauf it cut as "junk" when
they came in to clear the building and get it ready for the next
tenant, Even though their irreverent name was hung on them
in its original atmosphere, they are likely to be known from
now on by this tag,

A search is now underway for suitable quarters in which to in-
stall the organ, Near the end of this month, The Console re-
ceived a call from a Hollywood film man asfcing about the or-
gan and where it would be erected. When told a place had not
yvet been found, he disclosed that a new, large theatre is under
construction in the area and said chamber space could be built
for the organ, He did not divulge the location and was direct-
ed to call the Society Chairman and discuswossibilities with
him concerning installation of the 30-rank Wurlitzer.

IT'S NOT ALL WORK-—As this photo illustrates, the
TWO NAME ORGANISTS—Lyn Larsen, leftyand  crossed legged Marian Cook and Henry Hunt take time
Ron Rhode work with Henry Hunt, right, building  out from the chore of pipe packing to create slight East
one of the many crates in which pipework of the  India charmer session blowing on two of the pipes yet
former Tivoli Gardens 4m/30r Wurlitzer were to be rolled in paper and put awa}r. Hunt came from
g

packed for shipment to storage in Southern Cal-  Detroit to help with the big job o etting the Wurlitzer
Scptember 1979 ifornia, ready to move.
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PRONE PILOT--Bob Powers pitched in with the rest of the "Ventura
Mafia" to dismantle the Wurlitzer. Two trips were needed to bring
the crgan to Southern Califcrnia,

HEFTY S TUFF—ABOVE—Gene Davis and Mike
Chman lower chest from its lofty chamber area,
Davis,a former L. A, Light & Power Dept. man
rigged block and tackle arrangment to facilitate
removal of heavy components. CENTER, right

a tuned percussion comes to earth from its ceil-
ing perch. In this photo the LA TOS men are
assisted by extra help that was hired to help get
heavy organ components down to floor level,
BELOW—left, After the sturggle of heavy lifting
is over, crew has time to camp it up with the
flying mummy " Toots-Uncommon" resting com-
fortably on his pipe erate coffin which is being
wheeled (probably) toward the rolling tomb van
by Bob Smith, John Ledwon and Mike Ohman,

TAKES COMPLETE INVENTORY BY THE
NUMBERS TO FORESTALL MIDNIGHT
ORGAN SUPPLY ATTEMPTS

When the first discussions were held regard-
ing donation of the organ and the need to move
it to Southern California, it was decided that
Marian Cook should hold the complete inven-
tory of the instrument and that only those direct-
ly involved with the initial project know where
it is installed. Unfortunately, it is necessary
for the protection of the organ to adopt such pro-
ceedures,

The organ was inventoried and only numbers
put as identifying contents of each crate. The
numbered list and keys to the storage place are
held by Mrs. Cook, It is believed safe to say
the 30-ranker will be "all there" when LATQOS
takes it out to install it!

ROLL 'ER GENE! -—Gene Davis, about to be assist-
ed by Mike Ohman and Lyn Larsen,starts rolling
the console and its platform =

to the staging area where
it was loaded on cne of the
two truckloads of organ it=
ems bound for California,
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Style D Wurlitzer console faces chambers at far end of lofty living rocom
on balcony. Organ was installed in the Pacific Beach Crgan Power rest-
aurant and originally came from the Strand Theatre, Delaware, Ohio,

Elaborate wrought iron railing and open riser steps
lead from main fleor of large living room to the
balcony where two manual console is located . An-
tique music boxes can be seen at left side of stairs

d inst wall under open stairway, Sandy Fleet ' . :
?snst;féllilt?g b‘ghingllr;ailringp oT:n right, X i The balcony and console of the Wurlitzer are seen in the above photo.

Sandy Fleet and Beth Gray welcomed San Diego Chapter ATOS, plus
members of the Los Angeles Convention '79 committees to attend an
open house and Christening of their Style D Wurlitzer in a new home
located in San Luis Rey Downs, California, which is near Oceanside,

The date was Sunday, August 26th and one of the most pleasant organ-
ized days spent by organ buffs anywhere.

Fleet retained ownesship of the little Wurlitzer when he liquidated
the Crgan Power restaurants and announced he would eventu;llly re-in-
stall it in another home, His Style 260 Wurlitzer was already erected
in a new music studio on his extensive Rancho Santa Fe estate, That
instrument will later be erected in another area of his new residence
which will give him two theatre instruments,

To house the organ, chamber space was designed to blend in with the
Spanish architecture of the new place and the result is an excellent ex-
ample showing how, with proper imagination and inspiration an organ
can be erected in a residence without becoming an eyesore. In this
situation, there was not available room on the ground level because of
the patio and a hill immediately behind that, The patio had been carv-
ed out of the hill and to have built chambers in any part of the area
would have ruined not only the openess of the back part of the residence,
but would have put shutter openings at main floor level,

; ] Instead, the architect designed a second stor
0 chamber housing for the six rank instrument an
(oll% finished it off in the identical architectural styl-
ing of the rest of the house. The addition does
not detract from the patio area .. * 5F
( Continued on Page

Electrenic organ shares balcony level with the Style D,
Pluﬁ in, however, permits crganist to look out over
s

landscape of San Luis Rey Downs instead of living room. September 1975



IT'S ALL UP
ERE
7 A neat-
f 1y, plarn-
T, ed place
for well packed
pipes is this addi-
tion to the Sandy
Fleet residence,
Chamber space is
in second story ex-
tension over patio
and is entered by
lowering stairs on
patio side,

AND [T ALL
COMES OUT

Nothing| -
impedes
sound egress from
the chamber into
Fleet living room,
Swell shades can
be seen in back

of and below red
swag drapes, Org-
an can be heard
fairly clear outside
in the patio area
when it is being
played. Patio is on
other side of wind-
ows, just in back
of grand piano,

For the open house and christening party, mem-
bers of San Diego Chapter ATOS pitched in and
made the affair a tremendous pot luck success,
No doubt well planned, there was an abundance
of all kinds of dishes, from main entrees to well-
fattening and delicious, eye-appealing deserts,
In fact, two of the Los Angeles guests were so
overwhelmed by the beuntiful cornicopia spread
of fancg' deserts they put away two platefuls of
assorted pies, cakes, cookies and candies! The
spacious Fleet patio was furnished with tables
and chairs, plus the railing of the large fountain
on the lee side out of the wind-caused fine spray.
One satisifed diner rested comfortably against a
pillar holding up the organ chambers, photo at
right. Others managed to balance plates on laps.

éAN DIEGO CHAPTER PRESENTING SILENT
FILM SHOW AT CALIFORNIA; HARRY
JENKINS TO ACCOMPANY BEAU GESTE

Although received too late to announce as

a coming attraction,San Diego Chapter this
month presented Harry Jenkins at the console
of the California Theatre Wurlitzer accomp-
anying the silent film "Beau Geste'y starring
Ronald Coleman. The organist was a silent
theatre artist starting in 1916 and continued
through 1931. He was in the Air Force and
following retirement
he spent ten years as an
organist with a circus,
He is presently consider-
ing a similar offer to

September 1979 travel with the Ringling
[ P T Circus as oreanist.

Bets BRF. s WA Sl

‘L'wo views of patio taken from fountain location looking north and south.








