











THE RICHIVION

'ABOUT THE COVERS OF THIS ISSUE

BYRD "THEATRE TN"RTCHMOND [S AMERICA'S

MOST BEAUTIFUL NEIGHBORHOOD FILM HOUSE,
—WITH A FINE WURLITZER TO COMPLIMENT
THE LAVISH DECOR OF THE AUDITORIUM

Ornate, rococo temples of Egyptian, Persian, Moorish design—
palaces that were copies of the French Louis, the Windsors of En-
gland and the German Kaisers have found their way to the main
streets of America during the reign of the great movie mansions.

The years encompassing 1917 to 1932 were the period when thej
creations of prominent theatre architects opened their doors to a
wonderous public—-in New York it was The Capitol, R oxy,Para-
mount,Paradise; Chicago had the Tivoli, Marbro, Sheridan,Para-
dise, C!hicago, Criental, Uptown; Minneapolis had the Minnesota;
Les Angeles was resplendent with its Metropolitan, Million Dollar,
Loew's State, RKO Hillstreet, Orpheum, United Artists, etc.
Every large city had at least one super deluxe movie palace,

In every hamlet there could be found at least one old opera
house -converted mvoie theatre, or, if large enough, aifairly
well equipped theatre. The architectural treatment in most of
these smaller village theatres, and in neighborhood houses of a
limited seating capacity were decorated , but not to the extent
of their big downtown cinemansion: .cousins.

Today, unfortunately, atﬁreat many of the large and small
theatres of this era have either been demolished, converted to
other uses or twinned and tripled beyond recognition of their for-
mer dimensions,

That is, all but one that is distinctive and perhaps was the most
beautiful of any of the néighborhood theatres of the golden age of
silent motion pictures—the Byrd Theatre in Richmond, Virginia.
Although this house was not equipped with a stage, it was at least
as large, if not larger than some of the big deluxers in that it has
a large Wurlitzer tieatte pipe organ-—a four manual, 17-rank in-
strument, Many of the larger houses could boast Styie 260's, a
manual and one or two ranks less.

As for interior decor the Byrd takes a back seat to any of the
big ones. And its architect was not primarily a theatre designer.
But what he did with the Byrd makes it stand head and shoulders
with the most ornate palaces built anywhere,

And the best part of it all is that the Byrd operates daily and is
one of the few remaining theatres to have and use the theatre or-
gan, It is a real organ lover's mecca and a definite trip into the
world of nosta1§ia for anyone who wants to relive, especially dur+
ing an organ solo, or capture a brief moment of the gaudy, won-
derful period of the twenties, May it remain that way for many
years to come,
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PART I —TWO WUR =
LITZERS REMAIN, ONE
IS PLAYABLE FOR ITS
SOLO WORK, THE OTH-
ER IS NEAR DISASTER!

Richmond, Virginia, is an organ city on the move, At one time,
not too long ago, there were three excellent Wurlitzers remaining
in theatres or auditoriums. One was dispatched to Washington, D,
C. to continue the original role for which it was built— accom-
paniment of silent photoplays; the other two are still in their orig-
inal situations and are the focal point of this part of the report on
Richmond.

To say that organ buffs of this city are on the move is to say
they have been attempting to organize a chapter of the American
Theatre Organ Society. Early attempts were met with frowns on
the part of the chapter to which Richmondites must now belong—
Potomac Valley in Alexandria, some 100 miles to the north. It is
a long drive and the recent gas crunch has discouraged travel to
meetings and concert presentations, And the organ to which they
would listen is-. far smaller than the two instruments that might
be available to them in their own city. Part Two of this report
will take up this part of the organ activities there,

*Interest Piqued At Convention¥

During the recent ATOS National Convention in Los Angeles,
the fact was learned that few, if any, Richmond buffs were able
to work on either of the two Wurlitzers that remain—the 4m/17r
in the Byrd, and the 3m/17r in the Mosque, the city-owned 5000-
seat auditorium, Both organs, it is interesting to note, have been
recorded by famous artists. Ann Leaf and the late Dick Leibert pro-
duced longplay albums on the Byrd instrument, and Reginald Foort
made a series of albums on the Mosque organ, Both, of course,
are known throughout the world because of the discs.

It was said that trying to hel[.l)_1 on the two instruments was about
the same as trying to get into the U, S, Mint at two o'clock in the
morning, The charge made by several buffs attending the meeting

in pointed that Tom Landrum, a resident of Richmond, who had

CRT
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'inherited" the two organs from the late Harold Warner, would
not open the two houses for others, preferring to do all maintenance
work with one other helper.

Landrum, who is president of the national organization, was ask-
ed about this and replied that anyone was "welcome to come in."

During conversation with the Richmond buffs the fact came out
that both organs needed work, the Mesque instrument being most
in need to bring it up to playable standards.

The latter statement piqued the interest of Console Editor Tom
B'hend since he had read in a recent issue of Potomac Valley's
"The Static Regulator” that the unit was planning to host-the 1980
national convention. It was noted by the Richmond buffs that a
fair amount of restoration work would be needed to bring the ::ics
Mosque Wurlitzer up to concert standards, And since he still had
one week of vacation remaining, the scribe decided accept an in-
vitation and go to Richmond, not only to see and hear the two
Whurlitzers, but to photograph the Byrd, one of the last of the true
great, but somewhat minature, movie palaces of the age of silent
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in the Rain,” ‘| Write
“Touch Me in the Morning,
Moment On,” “*Sometimes

Gotta Be Me'' and “‘Mannix.

THERE IS ONLY ONE|
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ONE WICHITA
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classics: “'Take the A Train,"" "*Singin’

Motherless Child,” *‘That Lonesome Road,"
“Parade Day,”" “"Where Is Love?," “I've

film days.
’ *Wonderful Wurlitzers#

Anyone who has heard the recordings of the two
‘instruments as played by the three artists mentioned
above can attest to their excellent and beautiful
sounds, The Byrd organ sound reproduced on the
Angel recordings did tend to !tubbiness) but not to
the extent of being a detracting feature.

Both organs were also heard during the 1972 na-
tional convention and were thoroughly enjoyed by
those who attended the conclave.

The Mosque organ was played by local artist
Lin Lunde for most of the events presented there
from 1969 through 1978, Lunde made one recording
on the organ in 1976 that was produced and distribut-
ed by Concert Recording. It was not a satisfactory

music includ-
and current

the Songs,’”| |album. , . : ;

" “Erom This Lunde, whostudied with Eddie Weaver starting at
: age 11, and later substituted for him on occasion at

| Feel Like a| |the Byrd, is a top-notch artist in his own right. At

the urging of friends, he decided to make a record-
ing on the Mosque organ. The hall was rented and
a request was made to have needed work done on

"

the organ. Several weeks later, when the sessions
were to get underway, it was discovered that much

Y R s 1
E&cﬁﬁ?;';iﬂ’;:_h'ﬁ‘sﬁf&e Weh ’gg“gg,e‘ 1 {remained to be done, However, time did not per-
via surface, or $10 air mail. ! ' ! |mita delay and Lunde decided to go ahead make
i [the album, The result was far from what Lunde con-
Name 1 |sidered representative of his playing, but Concert
| {Recording thought it worth producing,, and it was
Address 1 | issued as one of the firm's =
1 |"Music Library Masterpieces.
City State Zip ! Lunde continued to play
Return to: One Billy Nalle” / Central Ticket ! | for all the Masque events un-fi
Agency / Century Il / Wichita, Kan. 67202 1 | oL e close of 19 768 . when
[ '}'_______'__n_'_ _____ a (Contineud on Page 12) August, 1979
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—continued from
page four

tunes. Bob Barratt,
the producer of Tow-
er LPs, keeps it al-
ways commercial and topical., Side One has Liberty
Bell., This Sousa warhorse is used as the theme of a
zany TV comedy show called "Monty Python" over here,

On his first LP Kelsall had the renowned organ throb-
b9ng to ABBA group music. Now he has you all cover-
ed in "Grease'! You need to be square if you don't get
my meaning, '"Hopelessly Devoted To You" is a ball-
ad from the successful film and here Kelsall proves how
clever he really is adapting this modern material to the
Grandma of the pop scene! All the familiar Blackpool
sounds are here-—those Tierces, these enigmatic acou-
stics—hardly any organ in the world tells you immed-
iately you plenk the record on the turntable,"Yes dears,
it's me again— Reggie's old mount!"

"The Crndy Floss Cueen" romps with her young mas-
ter through "Casatchok=-R asputin and Midnight in Mos-
cow'. Plenty of Russian-ing about over those newly
cleaned manuals. Next TV themes that are a rage here
now-—"Startrek'y "Hapgz?r Days} our popular Thomas
and Sarah show, and the elightful theme to"Lillie'} a
TV series about one of Edward VII's favourite mistress-
es (Lily Langtry)., At the Sign of the Swingin'Cymbal,
a spoof Turkish type novelty, gives that big cymbal
a real workout. Kelsall chooses some oldies as though .
he "MUST" d'c:; them cos! he missed them the first l::%me DENNIS MATTHEWS! Ex-Granada Greenford 3/8 and grand piano Wurlitzer

2

around, and here he flies through "I'm In Favour of now in his home at the '"M' Ranch, Sutton-in-Ashfield, Nottinghamshire.
Friendship'} "Red Roses for a Blue Lacdy" and "Oh Lady __The organ was built in 1937, —-a 'Candyfoto! ;
Be Good'! "Again he delves into "Grease" for "You're the One ' here and the odd 'noises-off!, as they say in show biz, can be heard,
That I want" Sthis took pluck, to my mind), and the other biggie, Why? Miss Hall sounds at her best in the bigger pieces, the ballads
"Summer N:ghts'. Again he romps through "Strangers in the .. ' have her using the Tibia and English Horn these late models had.
Night'j "Night and Day', and the Bee Gees "Night Fever", IIt sounds bright and perky as it always did. NO, fellers, it was not

Side Two has the title tune, "Blackpool Bounce!' I feel it's an |2 Model F by any means. All British Mod-Wurli. A large cut-out
oldie that he has dug up, but { can't find how old exactl . A bit |color photo on the frent cover has the always glamourous Frieda

of Balckpool "Class'" comes next-—"Poeme" by Fibich, Phil arr~ [seated at the familiar Granada console with its bjlg side bolsters
anged this and includes aal the breathy swells, 'ploings' from the |locking like it has loving care in its new home, The notes tell only
Vibraphone and, in fact, the Blackpool Tower Wurlitzer laying it briefly about Miss Hall and really nothing about the organ.

on thick and gooey with 'hypoed Tibias--the woiks! Next we get| She starts off with "Fifth Symphony" by Beethoven, the first move-
"Secret Love') "Love is the Sweetest Thing"and "Love is in the |ment—WOW!! as featured in "Saturday Night Fever! A commer-
Air'! Film themes bring us Dave Grusin's "Heaven Can Wait" and;cial eye again, "Don't Cry For Me Argentina" from Evita, is play-
Borsalino theme. "We're All Alone', "Raining in my Heart," and ed low key but the English Horn doesn't seem firght for this, to me,
"Brighteyes) form the movie Watership Down, a silent type film Entry of the Gladiators by Julius Fucik is given rousmg‘tr.eatmlent.
"Hurry" theme is heard next. Actually it's" The Devil's Gallop”b*‘,;fhe tune "Annie's Song" is played quietly on woofy Tibias. "Come
Williams, This piece is back with us again over here, It's the in-back to Sorrento” is likewise with Piano attachment miked up.
trocduction to "Dick Barton, Special Agent', a one-time daily rad- _Miss Hall is fascinated by English Horns evidently as she solos

io serial with the gnod-uns chasing the baddies again. Now it's on' The Rugged Crossy this tenrjerker hym tune with those Tibias

TV and just as dreadful and comy. m_rov_a-woo-ing away in the gccompaniment side, Side Two.has Ros-
Producer Bob Barratt has a way of writing delightful novely tun-sini's "La Danza" played with plenty of plonkers, as organist John
es that his organists like and here is ""The Magic of Paris'} a Howlett called them, These are mounted in some cases outside —

breath of Parisien air, That one-fingered home organist favour- the organ romping cgo-stlck hke,gven the 1ano jons h?"'e! Those
ite called "Cielito Lindo" proves young Mr, Kelsall can get nost- [of you that like tinkling plonkers will love this kitchen sink, et al,
algic! The tunes "1 Will Survive',"The Carnival is Over) and |treatment, Cathedral chimes I!w—:rald the arrival of "The Nuns Chor-
" ABBA", " Thank You for the Music"(the latter being Phil's signa- |us! by Strauss from ""Casanova .y Again Fneda reaches for that En-
ture tune) finishes off the second LP and will please his already |glish Om with a socko finish as 'Varitey! calls them, Exodus, a "
vast band of admirers, favourite of Miss Hall's is next. Kreisler's lovel 'S‘cl_mthcs.n}arm
Mr, Kelsall is shown seated at the familiar French-style console/has that E, Hom standing in for Fritz's violin. Martini's "Plaisir
and he has been to the barbers for the latest cut as shown in the |[D'Amour.is quietly played sans trems in the solo and has back-
colour photo on the back whilst the frent sleeve photo has him  |ground clicks. Have they used the wrong (Continued on Page 8)
sitting on the railings of the Central Pier looking like the smart ~—
boy next door with the Tower in the background— red lead with ~
its silver top reminding the casual reccrd brouser or non-orgen |
oriented type that it's a theatre crgan record. Just show the Tow-

er and the man in the street knows, believe me! i W
Those convinced lovers of the m’ost successful sound in the an- The %/ TO"Ch ' S Found

|
nuls of theatre organ recording won't need urging to buy it. Suf—l

P
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fice to say Mr, Kelsall has got what it takes and is carrying on 1

the tradition. The organ sounds well as ever and the Grand Piano o e e nar s

is used and records fabulously.

The owners spend many thousand:
on it, regularly, and it earns big money each summer playing all

day long. An Official Los Angeles Professional Organists Club Publication
It is surprising what recording engineers can do. The latestLP
the posrémaﬁ bro'ught proveg th\i;r pclaint. gljsfeatgres Frcileda Hals} at The only organ magazine with a complete
Denis Matthews! home studio Wurlitzer and grand piano. Sit-
uated in his home call the "M" Ranch in Sutton-in-Ashfield in monthly Calendar of all local organ events.

Nottinghamshire. This organ means something to me. It was
the very first theatre instrument I saw and heard—virtually ev- |

ery week as a tiny tot, Yes, folks, my local T,O, originally. i ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION, 12 ISSUES FOR $6.
That was in the outer western suburban London in the early '40s
and fifties, I saw all the "greats" on this far from shy Wurlitzer! Check or M.0. payable to L.A.P.0.C., mail to:

This was when it resided amongst the splendours of the immacu-

late Granada Cinema Greeuforg in Middle —mi—m—— {

sex. An EP was issued a few years back,

but I think this is its first LP, It was nev-

er recorded in its Granada days. =
The disc is Frieda's third for the 'Look!' |

label. Electronic echo has been added August, 1979

MAVIS JONES
4610 Cedros Ave.
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403
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V. Sreals 3
| 955——Bringing theatre organ

into
focus, this is the group gﬁthered togeth-
er through the dream of Richard C,

Simonton to found the American Thea-
tre Organ Enthusiasts. Dick Simonton is
seated fifth from the left side in the
second row, The organizational meet-
ing was held at the Simonton residence
in North Hollywood, California.

R.C,SIMONTON HEART ATTACK
VICTIM ———continued from page one

to launch what was thought to be an au-
spicious beginning., Unfortunately, the
chapter foundered on the rocks of per-
sonality conflict and plain jealousy and
became dormant after only a short time,

Simonton continued his interest in na-
tional affairs, completed building his
residence theatre and installed the four-
manual Wurlitzer. When it was ready
there were silent film presentations fer
friends and visitors and in 1961 the

roundwork was laid for re-activation of

os Angeles Chapter by Ann Leaf, Don
Wallace and Dick Simonton, It has
since grown to become the largest unit
in the naticnal organization.

In 1968 the avas taken severly ill late
one night and rushed to the hospital, The
illness was diagnosed during exploratory
surgury and Simonten expired on the .
operating table but was revived mom-
ents before the critical peried which
would have resulted in his demise. On
recovering, he adopted a totally new
philosophy about life and never returned
to his intense competative executive
role in the business world.

Organs, both classical and theatre,re-
mained one of his prime interests and he
was always in attendance at concerts,
conventions, wherever pipe crgans were
featured, He did enter the travel busi-
ness and had been making plans to en-
large the venture through his manage-
ment group that handled all details for
him,

He was also arranging to travel to New
Zealand with Gaylord Carter in coming
months to open the former Civic Thea-
tre (Auckland) Style 260 Wurlitzer that
was I}zutchased several years ago by Len
Southward and installed in his auto and
rail museum,

A special obituary appearing in the
Los Angeles Times, Mcnday, August 27,
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erican Theatre Organ Society. The organization
of such a fund, if adopted by the club, will be
carried out at a later date,
a close friend,
fund may be sent to the Simonton Residence,
10100 Toluca Lake Avenue, North Hollywood,
California 91602,

At the suggestion of
centributions toward this memorial

I 979 -——Among the last pkotos taken of Richard C.
Simonton was the organ oriented tour to Hawaii and
Australia. In the photo above, taken by ATOS mem
ber George R, Hockme¥er ofi—!ouston, the party was 7
held during last hours of the stopover in Hawaii when
12 tourists went on to Australia and others returned to
the mainland, Left to right at the party at Halekulani
Hotel are Roy Casavant, Steve R oss, Merle Bobzien,
Frank Sheirwood, Frank Loney, Dick $imonton and Syl-
via Kissel.

inadvertantly maligned the famous organ buff and own-

er and reported inaccuracies that will be corrected in

other publications, including The Console,next month,
*No Services¥

In keeping with his request that no funeral or mem-
orial services be held, clcse friends of the family met
at the Simonton residence Sunday afternoon from three
to seven o'clock. Ann Leaf, Gordon Kibbee and Candi
Carley played the Crawford Special Wurlitzer in the
residence theatre, which in itself was a tribute to the
man who had done so much so that others could enjoy
the ma.jes?r of the pipe organ,

Born in Evanston, Illinois, Dick Simonton was 64 at
his death, He leaves his wife, Helena; two sons,
Richard, Jr. and Robert; two daughters, Margaret and
Mary and one grandson,

*Audience Observes Silent Period¥*

In memory of R. C, Simonton, founder of ATOS
members attending Los Angeles Cflapter concert at $an
Gabriel Civic stood in silence for one minute and artist
Larry Vannucci played a special Crawford-style selec-
;:Jiofx} on the Wurlitzer which he dedicated to the famed

uit, !

Approval was given by Helena Simoenton to start a

memorial fund in honor of her husband within the Am-

LA OBC CHANGES SHOW FORMAT AT
ANNUAL SAN GABRIEL PROGRAM
SET FOR SEPTEMBER 30, 2FM

On Sunday, September 30th at 2pm, the Los An-
eles Professional Organists Club will present the
ourth of its annual Fall Shows at San Gabriel Civic
Auditorium, 320 So. Mission Drive.

previous shows LA POC has featured Sieltn Film

# |Shows, all of which have been enthusiastically re-
' |ceived, This year the format is different, The on-
ly film segment, to be narrated b

accompanied by Del Castillo, wiI‘{
very personal soap opera titled "This Can't Be Me!"
composed of film and still clips of Los Angelesor-

ganists and organ buffs, As the advance flier states:

"Have you ever wondered what you would look like
on the screen? Here's your chance to find out.'

The remainder of the show will be a fast-paced
variety show of organists, all of whom will use the
3m/16r Wurlitzer-—Candi Carley who, sightless
from birth, handles the big Wurlitzer like a veteran,
and little 16-year-old Jeanette Acosta, who is by
now an experienced concert artist with incredible
ique.
qf}-naticnall famous boy's choir, Jack

On its three

Jack Loren and
be a brief and

Bob Mitchell brings in his inter-

Loren and Rex Carden are featured
in their distinctive styles, and Danny
Rees performs his sensational juggl -
ing act with organ accompaniment
by Del Castillo. The entire produc-
tion is in the hands of Vice-Presid-
ent Tom Handforth,

THREE BUCK WALK ON FILM
CAPITOL MAIN STEM SEPT,9TH!
Sunday morning, Sept, 9th,start-
ing at the famed Chinese Theatre
on Hollywood Blvd. , the "Main
Events" walking tour will meander
down the famous boulevard for 11
blocks eye balling various struct-
ures, with emphasis being placed
on remaining theatres. The trek
ends at the Hollywood Athletic
Club, soon to be remodeled and be-
come a private facility, and walk-
ers will enter for a wine and cheese
party, Complete information on
the affair may be obtained by call-
ing 623-CITY.
AUSTRIA HAMMOND BUFFS WANT
TO CORRESPCND WITH USA"ERS
Ewald Pfeiler, President of the
Hammond Crgan Nostalgy Club Of
Austria, writes: "I'm the initiator
of the only "Hammond Organ Nos-
talgy Club of Austria'l Some of
our members are interest(ed) to
corresponding with members of
American Hammond-clubs, There-
fore I write to you, Maybe you can
write me addresses of interest{ed)
clubs or members, (HAMMOND
Clubs only, please), I hope for
your response next time. Thank
you for anticipations.
Hammondites, airse to the occa-
sion and write Ewald Pfeiler, Marx-
Reichlichstr, 12, A-5020, Salzburg,
Austria,

LEE ERWIN STILL ON COAST

Lee Erwin and his clown series of
silents is reported palying to packed
houses in San Francisco. Following
his stay her gy
he moves
the show to
Seattle for
its final
coast per-
formances,









