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SURPRISE PRE-CONVENTION OPENER—Unique in theatre organ concert programm-l
ing, and certainly a show stopping event, die "Overture" event sponsored by Los An- >
geles Chapter ATOS on Saturday evening, July 7, at San Gabriel Auditorium starred i
Organist George Wright in what initially seemed a regular concert format show. That i
is, until late in the second half when the artist introduced fellow-artist Harry Zim
merman, a former Chicago area theatre organist. After brief banter, Harry took over '
the Wurlitzer bench and played. His efforts received good applause. Shortly after he
finished, the surprise occurred as the curtains parted and an l8-piece orchestra came
into view. It was then a great musical treat as Zimmerman conducted the band and
George played the Wurlitzer. A wildly cheering audience, showing enthusiastic app
roval, refused to let this combination go after two numbers. Their prolonged stand
ing ovation resulted in a repeat playing of both selections. Wright also presented an
other unnsual feature in his show which is described in the convention coverage in
this issue. This great opener set the pace for what was to become an outstanding con
clave. Zimphotolave. Zimphoto

CONVENTION COMPLIMENTS GOVERNMENT AGENCY ASKS
STILL POURING If^iTO L.A. FOR BIDS TO FIX ORGAN
SINGLE GENERAL COMPLAINT BY ATOS Death Valley Scot's Castle Welte pipe
MEMBERS INDICATES HAPPY TIME HAD organ is in need of fixin' again and the
BY MAJORITY WHO ATTENDED MEET National Park Service is:-cutrently solicit-
_  . , . ̂  r ^ T ^ .Ling bids for renovation,restoration and re-_ Cotitinued receipt of ccng^tulatory mai.1 ̂  instrument! It is located in

IS being received by LA ATOS '79 Con- castle atis being received by LA ATOS '79 Con
vention officials in praise of the excell
ent annual meeting that was hosted by

Death Valley,California.
The solicitation announcement notesthe unit. _ And seldom does it happen that bidding packages will not " automatic

a complaint is a sign of success, but be
cause of a single general expression of
d

ally be sent" and that interested organ
technicians must request them either by
mail or telephone to Sylvia O. Robinson,iscontent, the five-day meeting has wor j^ail or telephone to Sylvia O. Robinson, firm has an ag

recognition of being one of the finest, if purchasing Agent,?. O. Box 157, Death Vai supply work cx
not the finest, conventions ever stagedby j National Monument, Calif. 92328, or approved then
any chapter. "I haven't had time even (714)786-2331. tain private c<

(Ccntinued cn Page Eight)' • 1973^ Reno organman Fred Beeks re- the plans,it w
... ,.,.r>Mi-n stored the instrument, including the play- after they wer

WRIGHT WILL P'LAY WARNER erunit, and it was re-opened in a special turning them J

(714)786-2331.
In 1972, Reno organman Fred Beeks re

stored the instrument, including the play
er unit, and it was re-opened in a special

supply work cr

LIllS It VY

after they wer
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LARSEN DISPELS RUMORS
ABOUT TIVOLl GARDENS

Since the closing of Tivoli Gardens in
Sun City, Arizona, there have been many
rumors concerning the venture. To dispel
them, Lyn Larsen, a key figure in the op
eration has issued the following informa
tion.
The famed organist did not own stock in

the enterprise. Ron Walls owned 71 per-
^ ■ cent until he transferred it to his brother,

Don about two months before the restaur
ant closed.

It was known the business would fall off
after Easter when most winter residents re-

g  turned to their summer homes. Don Walls
gave the order to close, apparently decid
ing not to invest more funds to carry the
operation through the lean summertime.
There are still outstanding bills, Don

Walls has not been seen in the area for
some time and it is not known at this juno-
ture if a petition for bankruptcy has been
filed.
The Del Webb firm delayed tlie opening

through its system of approving plans. The
firm has an agreement that if it cannot

MORTON IN FRESNO FOR
THREE CHAPTER MEETING

George Wright will appear in concert
September 29th at the console of the foui
manual, 14»rank Robert-Morton organ in tourist season.

concert by Rex Koury. The organist also
made a recording on ihe instrument that
is on sale at the castle souvenir store. Sev
eral other concerts were presented and the
organ is played by rolls duringtfae regular

ews after plans have been
approved then tenents can go outside to ob
tain private contracotis. Webb approved
the plans, it was later discovered, three days

contracotis.

<ld

the Warner Theatre, Fresno, Calif. The
show, sponsored by Los Angeles Chapter
ATOS, is a three chapter affair open on
ly to members of ATOS. Northern Calif-

CARTER TO PLAY FOUR
SILENTS IN AF! SERIES.
Gaylord Carter will play four silent films

e submitted tot delayed re
turning them for a month and a half.

*Larsen's Future Plans*
At the present time Larsen is substituting

at Mesa Organ Stop for Ron Rhode, who is
on tour in Australia. Larsen has concert
dates and fill-in committments to keep him
busy until the first of the year. After that
he will consider various offers.

*San Gabriel Show*
He is currently planning a gala 15th An

niversary concert at San Gabriel Civic Aud
itorium on December 14th, His program
will be a repeat of his first public appear
ance which was at the WilterniTheatre on

oraia and Sierra Chapters have been in- American Film Institute's "The Best itorium on December 14th. His program
vited to attend. Each member may have j^emaining Seats" film series that opens will be a repeat of his first public appear-
two guests, it was , Thursday, August 9th at the Wiltern Thea- ^nce which was at the WilterniTheatre on
Tape recording and flash p^togra^y Showtime is 7:30pm. One week later, that day in 1964. Complete program infor-

will not be permitted during the peTlcr- August 16th to be exact, the bouncy organ- nation will be published "very soon".
mance. ist will be on Broadway in downtown Los - As for the rumor that Tivoli Gardens went

CHICAGO THEATRE PLACED ON Angeles at the O^heum Theatre to ac - broke because he was paid such a big salary,
NATIONAL HISTORIC REGISTER company " The Big Parade"_ (his show at Larsen said, "Believe me, it wasn't that

Another step in the direction of preset- (Continued on Page Five) great!"

will not be permitted during the peTicr-
mance.

CHICAGO THEATRE PLACED ON
NATIONAL HISTORIC REGISTER

Another step in the direction of preset
vation was made etaly this month for thf
Chicago Theatre when it was placed on
the National Register of Historic Places.
While this does not Insure its preservatio
in a final sense, the designation does

'. . .' '11 - • j *1-,

ficial designation was announced early
this month.

IT'S LONDON IN 1980 FOR ATOS—AND
NEW YORK CITY FOR THS CONVEN -
TION SITES, Lcndonites reject request
by ATOS National for nine freebie hotel
g^ltes. —5ee Letter to Editor published
on Page Five.

RICHMOND ORGANS VISITED BY CONSOLE STAFF
Nevi's cf theatre organ activities in the Richmond, Virginia area has been appearing in

The Console in recent months. Items ranging from local buffs attempting to obtain a chat-
.  . . - , I ter to form a chapter of ATOS, the condition of the famed Byrd Theatre and Mosque Wur-

carry certain restrictions that will aid tna organs and removal of the former Loew's Theatre Wurlitzer, and alleged charge that
group campaigning to keep the el^ora^a local enthusiasts are being "locked out" of the two Wurlitzer locations has provided limit-
structure safe from demolition, ihe 01 ~( insight into the story behind the news. In addition, talks with Richmond buffs who at

tended the national ATOS convention in Los Angeles piqued the interest of The Console
ed insight into the sto^ behind the news. In addition, talks with Richmond buffs who at-

and prompted the decision to visit the area for first-hand information. Following the close
of the theatre organ and theatre (Theatre Historical Society) conventions Console person
nel flew east and drove to Richmond. The beautiful Byrd. Theatre was photographed in
color, as was the Mosque, and both Wurlitzers were available and played by Lin Lunde,
who is relatively unknown, but is an excellent organist with a flair for great arrangements.
Readers will be surprised to leam what is happening to these two famous theatre organs
and what Richmond buffs are planning. The staff report will be published in August..
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UPPER ORCHESTRA

Ifs Exceptional Versatility!
That's what you get with features like the Upper

Orchestra section on the fabulous E-70 and E-50

Electone Organs. And when combined with the
Flute section, musical marriage takes place on the

incredible Electone consoles. The Upper Or
chestra controls on the E-70 and E-50 let you select

up to 18 fully polyphonic, highly realistic voices.
Color the tone of each voice by using the Bright
control, repeat Speed and the two Transposition

controls—each of which alters the pitch of a voice
through four octaves. Creative mixing of these con
trols produces an almost endless variety of different

sounds and instruments.

The E-70's and E-50's Flute and Orchestra Celeste
allows you to slightly detune flute and bass tone

levers as well as the orchestra voices. It adds a

natural flavor to orchestral voices, establishing new
standards in authenticity. For example, when used

with the Piano voice, the Celeste can create a

perfect honky-tonk piano. And separate continu
ously-variable controls allow Independent use of this
feature with each keyboard.

The Yamaha E-70, E-50 and E-30 Electone con
soles. They give you uncompromising realism.
Trumpets sound like trumpets, not an organ tryirrg
to sound like a trumpet. And in addition to being
wildly sophisticated, these consoles also come with
Yamaha's custom Auto Bass/Chord Fun Blocks, and
Auto Rhythm Unit. That means they're as easy to play
as any of the many Yamahas.

What makes Yamaha's new Electone consoles so
versatile, so realistic, so easy? It's a technology called
Pulse Analog Synthesizing System— PASS for short. It
makes the E-70, E-50 and E-30 so advanced, years
from now they'll still be years ahead of their time. Put
wings on your music, and experience one of the new
E-Serles Electone consoles. At your Yamaha dealer.

®YAMAHA
P.O. Box 6600, Buena Park, CA 90622
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ROSEVEARE CLOSES BANK ACCOUNT, WILL CONCERTIZE
Jim Roseveare, noted authority on the Crawford style of organ playing, and well-

known in theatre organ circles for his excellent concert work, has closed his job
account with the Bank of America in San Francisco and plans to enter the theatre
organ concert circuit, it was learned early this month. Details are lacking about
the artist's plans due to inability to contact him by telephone, but it is expected
he will announce his schedule shortly.

THE CONSOLE is published >inonthly by the International Theatre Organ
Society Publishers,?, O. Box 744-C,Pasadena, California 91104, It is dis
ributed via First Class Mail Permit No. 415 and Second Class Mail Paid
Postage at Pasadena, California, USPS 423630, Complet information
is listed in the masthead of the publication appearing on Page 23 of this

RELAY MALFUNCTIONIST—"Johnny'" next-
door neighbor's cat, became interested in relay
operation of the Estey Minuette belonging to
Consoe Editor Tom B'hend while visiting for his
usual freebie evening meal. He helped hinder
assembly operations when the relays'-witche's be
gan opening and closing during a test by swatt
ing at them with one paw. He was uncerimon-
iously ushered out the front door after his claws
almost bent wire contact on one switch. He is
pictured above curiously watching the relay. It
was shortly after that his "attack" was mace on
the defenseless mechanism.

JUDD WALTON TO UPDATE WURLITZER LIST
Judd Walton announced at the '79 Convention

that he will soon start updating his famed Wurlit-
zer book that lists all known theatre organs of j
this manufacture. Publication date for the revi- j
sion has not been announced but will be carried I
in several iouinals when it is finished. !

George Wright extends his gratitude to those
who saw fit to elect him to the Theater

Organist Hall of Fame by designating him
Theater Organist of the Year 1979.

Special affectionate remembrances to
those who assisted with events at

San Gabriel Auditorium:

Fred Beeks

Harold Donze

Ken Kukuk

Bob Power

Frank Sele

Harry Zimmerman

ANOTHER ORIGINAL BEECH ORGAN LOCATED !N SCHOOL
When Griffith Beech (possibly the spelling of the builder's last name is Beach—Ed)

broke away from the Wurlitzer Company in North Tonawanda and moved to Newark,
New Jersey to start his own firm he produced a number of instruments that became
"lost" through the years. One of his finest installations was the 4ra/17r organ erect
ed in the Newark Mosque Auditerium, Others have cropped up unexpectedly during
intervening years.

This month another instrument of this manufacture has been discovered by Organ
ist Rick Dowling of Newark. The instrument, a three-manual, twele-rank job, is
located in the Elliott Street School in Newark and has not been played in more than
25 years. It is repotted to be about 95 percent intact. Dowling and his father arc
planning to restore the instrument if school authorities will permit it, or look for
another public location where the instrument can be moved and heard by the gen
eral public. Beach/Beech organs used Gottfried pipework and were noted for the
feature of using separate chests for each rank which facilitated much faster installa
tion work.

CARTEfTmC^DS on SIMONTON, CASINO ORGANS FOR GERMAN TV SHOW
Gaylord Carter spent the better part of July9th at the R. C, Simonton residence

in North Hollywood,Calif., accompanying film clips of Harold Lloyd pictures and
recounting his early day association with the famous actor for Wolfram Tichsy and
his crew of television technicians. The group came from Germany to prepare a

■ special show about Harold Lloyd by arrangement with Richard Simonton, Jr.
Carter's "Encore" show in the Casino Theatre at Catalina Island was also filmed

by the same crew as part of their program plans. The organist accompanied one
of Lloyd's greatest comedy hits, "The Kid Brother" for the finale' of the 1979 AT-

OS Convention,
WILTERN IN ESCROW AGAIN, FUTURE IMPROVES

y— =) A new buyer has entered escrow for the purchase
/  of the Franklin Life Building which houses the Wil-

tern Theatre, it was reported late this month. With
the new real estate deal in effect, the future of the
classic art deco movie palace apparently has taken
a turn for the better. Pacific Theatres, it was dis
closed, will recarpet the house in time for the open
ing film series being presented by the American Film
Institute. (See story. Page One),

/  EASTERN KEYBOARD FESTIVAL BLUEPRINTING
William Scranton, New Jersey organ buff, has an

nounced a tentative "Keyboard Festival of Theatre
Organ Playing" tentatively set for late September

•ofifiirlia fr% and early October. Featuring such artists as RondUlUUc CO LllUbc Rhode,Bob Gottfried,John Ledwon.Walt Strony,Gay-
flno XVitaaffir lord Carter, Ashley Miller and Paul Havenstin, theJ LllC 1 licatci event will be held at William Patterson State College

pcianafino- Fim New Jersey, located in the town of Wayne,CblgiLaLULg iiiiiL artists will perform on a Rodgers electronic

Ypar 1070 organ. Ticket information, it is reported, is avail-icai ±7/7. from Barbara Milne, 300 Pompton Road, Wayne,N.
J. 0747_0,

1  ̂ BALLPARK ORGANISTS DON'T SCORE
nriDrSnCCS to LcsAngeles Times StaffWrlterScottOstler this

month put three strikes against ballpark organists ex-
l 6V6ntS dt cept for Helen Dell, Dodgers musicologist. His main

complaint dwelt in the fact that the organists play
)rium: far too much, cueing every play with corny music,

"One notable exception is Helen Dell. Helen,bless
1  her heart, plays it straight, and only between innings,"

jYl3.ri3.n L_OOK The scribe claims the proper place for organ mus-
•jk *.-1 T_T i. ic is a formal concert program, not in a ballpark.
iVilK6 riUnt He admitted, however, that fans seem to enjoy it and
* yT.-i that there are over a dozen stadiums that feature the
iVilK6 wnman King of instruments. He also credits Shay Torrent,
Q-_ CrcttAT at Anaheim (Calif. ) Stadium with being One of the
Oall vjaDllGi k—lcW . morp He also disclosed that the

13*11 CU.-, A.r use of organ music was in

nriip Ria RanH that time on, other parks puti lie Ddim in organs and they became an
institution. He concedes they

■ - ' ^ ! J'jiyj 1979 seem to be appreciated.



TOM major overhaul of WURLITZER for 'BABES' OF
lOll ̂OlLJil^Sn BLACKPOOL—THEATRE ORGAN IS JACK OF ALL

trades,CAN PLEASE ANY MOOD,WITH MANY ART-
FraTflfflWWWTTPWTi™ ISTS TO PROVE IT—-BALDWIN ORGAN EXEC WILL

RETURN TO U.K. FOR CONCERT—AMERI CAN CARLO
, CURLEY CALLED"LIBERACE OF ORGAN' BY BRITISHWell, summer is neve—or what passes for summer as it's reluctant to shine on us.over

here so far! One immediately thinks of Blackpool at this time of year, and I'm informed
officially that for the 1979 season the organists occupying that most coveted bench—the
famed ballroom Wurlitzer bench—will be young Phil felsall, even younger Robert Wolfe,
Mike Slater, long-serving staffer Ron Ogden and talented Cathie Haigh to fly the flag for

^ As for organs, well it's had the annual overhaul—^some-^^
amount of cash was spent on it—in'fact, over 000.

■s^m ' The console was disconnected and brought down to JL •
%  I S' cSH Brandon, in East Anglia, to the works of IV^alker's wlaere

^  -JF the ivories were overhauled and wiring renewed, etc. '
M  The organ sees such heavy daily use seven days a week

from Monday to Saturday throughout the long Blackpool ]
season. It plays for about three-quarters of an hour from ^

r^B^P 5 ed by a C- 3 Hammond. And there are concerts on Sun- ^^uch was the success of Phil Kelcall's first longplay al-
bum that EMI's press office tells me they have recorded "r
another for release shortly. A clever move for this season. ^ 1/

I'm slightly amused by all this pro and anti stuff over ^
the use of theatre organs in pizza parlours, etc., versus
theatre or concert anditcriums. A theatre organ is a . :-r~
jack-of-all-trades—middle of the road style of organ j.
and its job is really to entertain, Kelsall

Robert Wolfe bound to have some effect on the will be packed. Lewis'long-time
type of music played. Blackpool started the fad for dance and friend and biggest fan (also a
sheer entertainment in organ music with David Clegg at the Indian n ■"—•■ friend of mine)_, Bill Andrews is
Lounge of the Winter Gardens. His "Storm" became a must to see • chap behind urging the Dream-
and hear and the organ was finally moved next door to the huge , liiin''_ M a Medway Theatre Organ
Empress Ballroom. From there came the unit organ with Reggie ^"-/iB. • Trust(the group who look after the
Dixon, Horace Finch, Watson Holmes, Ernest Broadbent and nowa- r-,^ ' u a. organ and hold regular concerts
days Phil Kelsall,Robert Wolfe, et al! ^ f^re) to present Gerard, it should

Brighton has its Douglas Reeve at the Dome concert hall with its i quite an occasion. Meanwhile
4/40 Christie, and now joined by the Pavilion Redcar which houses trying to get the Solo
the 3/8 Wurlitzer fronrj Bedford-Granada. Add to this hundreds of Cello unit on the organ to awake
organists throughout Britain playing plug-ins daily by the seaside. JBSSs^l^ k; ^Hj^BI from its lofty 30 year slumber. _

I love to catch up with it all myself every summer. I live at tlie ^ . the Grand Piano had its
seaside so get some idea. Organists range from the brilliant to the mnards shipped off to the USA af-
most appalling you could ever imagine! Some resort to smutty war. Wonder who of your
humour, others talk too much and so forth. It's all entertainment ^
and surely it depends on your taste and mood. Organ fans don't . ^Bm ANOTHER AMEIIICAN or^nist
seem to vary that much judging from what I read in both our nat- who must love the British is Carlo

Robert Wolfe

Phil Kelsall

will be packed. Lewis' long-time
friend and biggest fan (also a
friend of mine^, Bill Andrews is
the chap behind urging the Dream
land and Medway Theatre Organ
Trust (the group who look after the
organ and hold regular concerts
here) to present Gerard. It should
be quite an occasion. Meanwhile
they are trying to get the Solo
Cello unit on the organ to awake
from its lofty 30 year slumber!

I'm told the Grand Piano had its
innards shipped off to the USA af
ter the war! Wonder who of your
countrymen got that item?

ANOTHER AMERICAN organist
who must love the British is Carlo
Curley who has made more impact

We have the "pro-Blackpool-ites" here and the types who hate
all that pandering-to-pops and prefer more semi-classic orchestral
music. It must depend on vour mood largely. There are good and
bad in both. Mike Slater

SEVERAL OF YOUR COUNTRYIvlEN are airiving within the season to play over here. ATOS
London Chapter are presenting at the Ganmont-State Maria Kumagai August 27th. Then Gay-
lord Carter, making his first official concert over here,bounces in September 16th. There are
hopes that Rank Leisure Services will present former British star Al Bollington at the celebrated
Odeon Leicester Square London on the five manual "Duchess" Compton, and the Odeon (form
erly the Paramount) Birmingham. You may recall in a previous issue I told you that he opened
the Birmingham Paramount. ~~

After much work on this excellent four manual Compton Boiling-
ton will hopefully "re-open" it. I think it is the last major prov- D I I I El f\ \
incial city centre cinema of tlie Rank group to still have its organ. DILL r L 1

On September 23rd another Britisher who left the UK to live in ,
the USA is due to return to the scene of his former triumphs. He QVCIlloblG TO
is Lewis Gerard, now an executive with Baldwin organs, who lives ^/^M^CDT4
in Santa Barbara, California. Gerard made famous the Dreamland WUIVttKI*
Cinema Compton 4/19 at Margate, Kent, my local T.O. installa- _
tion Past experience al

Ttiis interesting organ contains pipework from the 1920s vintage

BILL FLOY

Past experience at

than any previous American artist.
This personable huge bundle of
talent gets a large press coverage
ranging from weekend colour supp
lements, complete with photos, to
some of his remarks in press art
icles, TV shows and a new con
tract for recording.

His entrance last year at a con-
(Continued on Page 6)

D
available for ..
CONCERTS J

\Vq>-^Sisssjg;

silent days when tlie theatre housed a straight Noterman concert
organ. The lies family, which controlled the great amusement
park complex asked Compton to include the straight job together
with six new ranks of Compton, a new four manual console and
just about the greatest grand piano attachment ever. It could play
itself, as it had a player unit, and was designed by Cordon lies, a
member of the amusement park family. Pie still runs his Artona
Music Rolls business here in Margate.

Lewis Gerard's concert is^ on September

the County of Kent have never forgotten
him and if his last concert, bake in the
early 1970s is anything to go by, the cin- Julyi 1979
ema. now sadlv nartlv a binso parlour.

xY'it
 Para-

mount Theatres at Times
Square, N.Y.; Brooklyn,
N.Y.; Staten Island; Paris;
Middletown; and Minne
apolis.

P.O. Box 29905, Richmond, VA 23229
(804) 266-8953
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A LETTER TO THE
EDITOR

MOLLER PROGRESS— /
Taken July 4th, the a-
bove photos show first
signs of progress in the
Pasadena Civic Audi
torium Moller installation. Upper Left—Dave Junchen and Steve
Adams check out components already delivered and stored in the
main foyer. Center—Steve Adams stands on top of exit passage in
left chamber area. Right—One of main grilles that will be cut to
permit entry of chests, etc., since regular passageways are too
small to allow components to be carried in.
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L.A.PAST CHAIRMAN SCORES NATIONAL ATOS PRACTICES,
SAYS LONDON CLUB OBJECTS TO FURNISHING HOTEL ROOMS
Dear Editor—As a long time member of ATOS when it numbered only several hundred
members and was known as ATOE, and as the organizer of the first really large National
Convention held in 1962, and having been fought by several of the still and present Nation
al Directors in my efforts to put on a large convention, I feel tliat I am qualified at this
time to speak out.

One of the major faults of ATOS is the fact that some of the directors have made a career
out of being directors. Some ^ate back to the first organizational meeting, and some have
served close to 20 years inflicting their "think small" attitude on the growth of ATOS. The
only remedy for this is to limit the future directors to a two-year term with the possibility ol
a two year waiting period before they could run for office again.

Another outstanding violation that has been going on for years is the expense-free vaca
tion for members of the Board as well as of Theatre Organ magazine staff members. At the
just concluded Los Angeles convention suites were requested by National for them. (The or
iginal request by the home office was that L, A. ante up the rooms two days in advance of
the opening date. This was turned thumbs down by Convention Chairman John Ledwon who,
along with the rest of the committee was incensed over the blatant request—Ed). It has
gotten to the point where the perquisites ordered by our Board are starting to rival those of
some of our politicians!

When one realizes that the annual income of ATOS is now around $100,000 per year, it
is not hard to see what a temptation it must be to help spend the membership's money. It
certainly does not cost that much to publish Theatre Organ, as a look at the budget will shof

ATOS was founded as a non-profit organization with the Directors contributing their time
for the sheer love of promoting the hobby,not of promoting their vacation expenses! The re
ward was supposed to be the satisfaction of a job well done! What's happened to that philos-
°^^Irhaps,the solution to this problem would be the payment of 50 percent of the expenses
of the President at minimal hotel rates, and his air fare coach, as he l^s to be there. .As far
as the other freebees, let them pay their own or not attend! To pay the expenses of suites
of rooms for the Theatre Organ staff is ludicrous. Many ATOS members would be more that
happy to file reports of convention happenings as they now send in Chapter reports without
reimbursement. , , -kt

Just before Les Rav le left Los Angeles, he told me that he had been approached by a Na
tional Board member and told to be expected to pay for nine suites of rooms in London. He
was appalled by it and told me that "my people won't stand for this. We'd cancel before
we'd do this!" He also added that in England no one has ever received funds for services.
They even paid their own phohe bills for the safari!

I would have submitted this letter to Theatre Organ, as I feel that the entire membership
should be aware of the contents, but we already know that this would have gone into their
circular file, and would never have seen the light of day. It would seem that the only thing
that the National Directors spends money on besides their own comfort is the printing of let
ters to keep them in office and the effective denial of an opposition ever to be really he^c
Sincerely yours, /s/ Don Wallace, Past Chairman, Los Angeles.
(EDITOR'S NOTE) Even though the national board whitewashed the IB I
letter they wrote by giving it full approval at their annual meeting,!
there are still a great many members who feel the missive was just
pure electioneering and should be charged to those who signed it, , iq7Q "
and have the three incumbents resign in favor of next in line. )

sY Ax,
CARTER TO PLAY FOUR SILENTS

—continued from page one
the Wiltern is Lillian Gish in "The Wind"
plus a pre-show champagne and costume
party with Theatre Historian John E. Mill -
er showing color slides of other great mo
vie houses, from 6:30 to showtime!).

Saturday, August 25th puts him on the
■ Wurlitzer bench at San Grbriel Civic to
play a prelude on the organ for one of the
sound film presentations, Irene Dunne in

t"Love Affair".
Saturday, Sept, 6th at 6pm in the Casino

Theatre, Catalina Island, Carter will play
and cue "Old Ironsides" on the recently
refurbished Page organ. The organist has
expressed the hope that the acoustical
cloth (probably dust clogged) can be re
moved from the grilles to permit better
sound egress from the chambers. The in
strument was badly muffled when heard
during the Encore show and few of the
more delicate ranks sounded properly.

Y- His final silent will be shown at the
Crown Theatre, Pasadena, on Oct. 6th

• at 7:30pm. It will be "The Black Pirate"
•one of Douglas Fairbanks'classic films.

Season tickets are $30 each or $50 for
a double set and $25 for each additional
purchase in this volume deal. Single tick
ets are priced at $5 each show, $2 for

"children under 14. Advance tickets may
be purchased from all Ticketron outlets.
Call 642-5700 for the outlet nearest your
home or business.

NEW REGISTRATION ADDRESS FOR
HOME ORGAN FESTIVAL THIS YEAR

Registration for the annual Home Or
gan Festival must be sent to Registrar,
Home Organ Festival, P. O. Box 2895,

^SanRafeT, Cnlif. 94902. Information
V concerrJhg the annual event maybe ob

tained from the same address. The show
runs for five days—September 11 through
15. Registrations maybe made at Asil-
omar if preferred. The desk will open
for this at 3pm on Sept. 11th. Many new
features are planned for this year's enter
tainment, it was reported.
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at the immense /Alexandra Palace great hall in
I^IIIRilJ 1 L-h:Jitaii mj London was an event in itself. He drove down the ^
Jgyi ̂^1^ centre aisle in a large Cadillac. Virgil Fox and his |W\ : .. '

w  friend were in the audience. Carlo's concert schedule /J\\
would kill most organist——those on the theatre cir- A\\ ,<.B

Continued from Page Four cuit included. This year he is dragging his huge All- fc»^A\
en Computer organ to many concerts. Last year it was »*9^B

kept at Alexandra Palace. Carlo opened his '79 season at St.Paul's Cathedral,London,
no less and pulled in 3,000 people. Quite an event in London which is so terribly blase' ^B
and so fickle you can't believe! 1
Of course this showmanship angle is not like too well by many organ fans. Carlo is w 1

called by the press over here "The Liberace of the Organ", so ycu can guess tlie impact ^B B ^ ^
he has made. At least he can play die organ brilliantly and doesn't have to rely on the 'IB
showmanship angle as some organists have had to in the past. He is due this month at | I B [' Ta ''
London's renowned Royal Albert Hall to play the celebrated Willis-Harrison and Harri- | I B I |1 •
son, one time largest organ in the world and still one of the greatest sounds anywhere for • I B ̂' |J ^
a massive instrument. | B
The hall has recently spent many thousands on an overhaul and solid state pistons, etc., B

for the great organ. Solid state seems to be the "in" thing now everywhere. ——* fllflBKSEI^^Sl
Westminster Abbey, the biggest tourist attraction in all Europe, we are told constantly fcTiM PBSBBbiBbB

is over 900 years old and die organ there is one of my favourites. I'm looking forward
to attending the annual summer weekly recitals by the world's greatest classic organists.
Cashing in on the popularity of the place, the Warner Brothers record group has issued
one of the Chapels Royal and Abbey organists Timothy Farrell playing "Music From
R oyal Weddings 1923-1973" It is a good and clever excuse to hear some lovely it- " % .
eins ranging from the Wedding March to Minuet from Berenice by Handel. (This great '' t !• *
composer is buried near the organ in the Abbey, like many other great organists such as
Purcell and Clarke. ) Handel's Water Music, The Radetsky March (Princess Anne's wedd- | ■ ■■ iMBTtf H^DBI I^^HB
ing, it being her husband's army corps march) to Widor's Toccata Number Five! It is
most unusual particularly from pcp-prone Warner Bros., on their State label. The wobb- . ^L. '
lers are turned on for some pieces and sound very nice. /- ai-m axt A-Artc-r lAn^TTTTDr a .,^^^.,..1,.
Hidden away in the magnificent organ is the Celestial division, the "naughty" part of ^^^A.DIAN RGANI T ̂  IN . y

this instrument. It has a set of Glockenspiels, tuned Gongs and a naughty Vox Humana, pl3.yed concerts in 'nglan for b<^ -
etc. For King George VI Coronation in 1937, Harrison & Harrison rebWthe organ and' Society and Theatre Organ Club
enlarged it; they were asked not to connect up this division although provision was madf Dale Hall, Hampsthwaite and Town Hall
via stop tabs, can you believe! The fifth manual that played these ethereal pipes and Louth. She also visited Marston Green
plonkers was removed. So it all languishes about a hundred feet up in the triforim lofts ^^.s been asked to return next year. At
next to the Solo and Swell lofts. home she plays holiday weekends and other

Apparently you Americans are the ones who ask "where and who made the organ, etc.'^ extra spots at the Toronto Organ Grinder plus
so the Abbey officials tell me. In the Abbey shop, where souvenirs and guides are sold,! private functions. On June 25th she played
there is brisk record sales of the Abbev and its fabulous choir and a book on the historv 1 for such an event at Casa Loma and will ap-

p0

liament banned organs. I bet there wasn't a musician's union then!
RECENTLY ON TV over here we were shown an interesting programme about your HAMILTON WELL ON MEND

Death Valley. Sure enough, Scotty's Castle was viewed and we saw ard heard "The De- David Hamilton, Conn Organ executive,
sert Song" being played by roll on the Welte organ. It sounded rather nice. Mettion was who was rushed to the hospital after being
made how the owners loved organ music and I was reminded of Rex Koury's very nice
recording of it.
ST, ALBANS INTERNATIONAL ORGAN FESTIVAL, a prestigious annual event, has

this year seen fit, at last, to pay hommage to the theatre organ. The small Compton
that once resided in the Odeon, St. Albans, has long vanished, but the committee have

film. Well, who better? The experts of that skilled craft over here, the gals get plent
of work in this line these days.
And festival organisers have yet another theatre organ event lined up in the shape of

David Shepherd's concert at the superb 3/11 Compton of the Plough Public House in
Great Munden, again not far from St. Albans city. A pub must be a new venue for such
and international organ festival!

W(. had, we thought, only two organs built by the Dutch builder Dekker—the Salis
bury in Edinburgh and the Commodore in Southsea,Hampshire,England. Both organs are
long gone from the two cinemas. It was thought by a few there were three Dekkers,
and nov.' it seems there was a three manual instrument of this make in a private house
installed in the early thirties in Andover, Hampshire. A house called the Windmill
has a three manual and the owner has died and willed it to his local church. It appears
the church doesn't want it and the organ is up for sale. About
nine ranks, it would have been the largest of the make to come ,
here.
One organist who played the one at the Southsea Commodore

cinema said " it stunk, believe me! " Q
Marvellous, isn't it, how mysteries still happily can occur in

this day and age? a
Lastly, I promised a brief report on Arnold Loxatn's latest re-

cording. Made on the superb 3/ 19 BAL 4 Style Wurlitzer that for- III
merly resided in the Odeon (ex-Paramount) Cinema atNew- lllll
castle-on-Tyne, it is now in the car showrooms of Derek and ^lllnll
Revill Kitchen at Diss in Norfolk. The new Kirkham Recording ^HIHyil
Studios Ltd. , Kirkham Stereo KRS 1001 has "Listen with Loxam" lylUI
for their second release. He has made previous an album on this ^B ylllU
organ, but the latest, I think, is his best. cJyWtP
Loxam starts off with a march by a colleague Charles Smitton

called "Spirit of the Sportsman'! It is a stirring march in 6/8 ^
—  . .time. Then we hear "Once in a While" a ^

ballad with the lush sounds of which this
I j ̂ ^^pLABIiiB organ has plenty. Next a snappy "Java'i

Greig's beautfiul "Last Spring' adds a nice
touch of refinement to this LF. An old *

Tiilv 1979 time ballad I hadn't heard is played next
(Continued on Page 7)
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stricken while at the Conn offices, is al
most fully recovered following surgery. He
is planning a concert program to be present
ed at the Riviera Theatre,Tonawanda,New
York in the near future.

ROCKFORD THEATRE UP FOR HISTORIC
STATUS BY LAND 'O LINCOLN CHAPTER

Land of Lincoln Chapter ATOS has for
warded a nomination of the Coronado Thea
tre in Rockford, 111., to be placed on the
National Register of Historic Places. The
State Committee was slated to vote on the

nomination in June, but word has not been
received on the outcome of the balloting.
A four-manual, 17-rank Barton , fully re

stored, is installed in the theatre, with the
console on its own turntable elevator. The
instrument was re-opened by Chicago Area
Chapter in 1971. It is maintained by the
Land of Lincoln club.

HURE/PROGRAMtS Limited number available,
32 pages (4 in color)

^  $1.50 each, postpaid

Make check or money order
■  payable to

"CONVENTION 79"
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enT\^ North Hollywood
California 91606


