DOWN THE DRAIN?

'CONCERNED' GROUP MOVES OUT;
LETTERS RETURNED TO SENDER

What started out as purely anonymous, and
then donned a degree of respectability by list
ing an address, has now apparently sunk back
into the realm of anonimity and thus lost the
limited credence that was achieved for a very
short time,

It is the Washington, D. C. based Commit-
tee of Concerned Members that ‘wds partially
responsible for putting seven of the ATOS na-
tional directors in a highly frenzied state and
the issuance of what has now become a rather
famous letter,

However, the Committee has suddenly be-
come worthless and no longer a force thatcan
be effective in the campaign to bring about
needed changes within the national organiza-
tion.

Rcbert B. Bruce, Dale,Indiana organ buff,
addressed a letter to the Committee only to
have it returned several days later with a
crudely printed "Return' -—"Moved Left No
Address" on the envelope. The writing is not
an official postoffice marking, and the origin-
al address to the Committee had been scratch
ed out in brown ink,

Unless the Committee now makes full dis-
closure of those associated with it, the charg-
es made by the group are entirely valueless,
Anonimity cannot be condoned and is little
short of cowardice, deserving no recogniticn
whatsoever, (Continued on Page 3)
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DIRECTOR'S LETTER
DRAWS |IRE OF UNITS
AND MENMBERS FOR
UNFAIRNESS ,WASTE

BETTY MASON CREDITED WITH
AUTHORING LETTER OF SEVEN

Betty Mason, it has been reported
ito The Console, was responsible for
authoring a letter signed by sevendi-
rectors that has brought forth heavy

criticism for unfairness in election-

it to the entire membership. It also

Low summer attendance has clcsed the Sun City, Arizona Tivoli Gardens, it was

learned this month. The organ-equipped restaurant opening, which was delayed
for various reasons, came too late to get the venture well established financially
to carry it over the summer months that are noted for poor business condtions in
this primarily winter colony town near Pheenix,

Future of the restaurant will depend on the decision of Ron Wall who backed
the venture, The organ was lease
ed what disposition she plans for the instrument.

FRANK LANTERMAN LANDS BACK IN HOSPITAL

eering and the waste of funds to mail

has put the stamp of approval by AT~

from Mrs, Marian Cook, It has not been learns

ATOS WONDERLAND

MAGAZINE PAGES TRIMMED,BUT
OTHER WASTE GOES ON IN CLUB

According to Betty Mason, publisher of Thea-
tre Crgan Magaziine, the number of pages in the
national journal have been trimmed to offset the
losses incurred at the Atlanta convention last
year; and then, on the other hand, Director Ma-
son authored a letter that has cost the organiza-
tion an estimated $1, 000 or more to help keep
some of the present directors in office and also
to approve employing anonimity in the publish-
ing field.

Topping this is the recent expense involved in
sending out the flier originated by Los Angeles
Chapter ATOS in conjunction with advertising
the coming 1979 conclave in Southern Californ-
ia. The entire episode was similar to a tempest
in a teapot, but points out how easily money is
wasted,

The curtains parted on this gripping drama
when the big fold-out flier was sent to Detroit to
be used for the special section of eight pages in
the April/May issue of Theatre Crgan. Upon re-
ceipt of the flier, Publisher Mason called Ceonven-
tion Chairman John Ledwon to complain about
the "Overture" program being given such prom-
inence. She noted that a similar event in Chicago
which was chapter sponsored and not a part of the
registration had upset the convention organists
because the artist was being paid more money,
The gist of the matter was that she thought
the "Overture" and "Encore" (L. A,'s new idea
for the old 'pre-glow and after-glow' events) it-

~|ems should be relegated to sub-clags announce=~

ments. But she also conceded that Editor George
Thompson was the one who would have final say
about publishing or not publishing the flier mat-
erial as it was sent.
There were other telephone calls, all long
distance during business hours at full business rat-
es, made in connection with the "problem',
Editor Thompson was contacted and his only
objections were minor changes and addition of a
few words. However, the fact that the Chicago

Dr. Frank Lanterman, owner of the twin console San Francisco Fox Theatre Wurr convention organists were unhappy over one of

litzer pipe crgan, landed abruptly back in the Glendale Adventist Hospital late
this month. He was ordered to return after his decter determined the recently re

tired State Legislator had been released too soon after his first stay for a heart ail-

ment.

Prior to the second trip to the hospital
available to the Myers Brothers the use of the big Wurlitzer for a special evening
event at his residence, The brothers have been doin%htouch up work on the 36-
ranker in anticipation of the social gathering during
buffs in Los Angeles, Now that Lanterman has been hcspitalized again, the plans
to hold the session may be put off until a future date. Lanterman is in Room 305
at the Adventist Hospital in Glandale, Calif,

THEATRE ORGAN "PASSES DIVIDEND"—CAMPAIGNERS TO ASK WHY
Theatre Organ Magazine failed to publish its usual mini-version of the ATOS
annual financial report in the June/July issue, and thcse who waged the intensive
campagin to force the national office to publ’is
office to find out why it has not appeared, ;
Timothy S. Needler, the leader in this particular campagin has already noted

the absence of what was to become an annual affair and said that if the statement

is missing in the present issue, "I shall have to write more letters, "

It is possible the report was shelved due to the fact that ATOS has suffered fin-
ancial loss in the past year followini the convention in Atlanta and leaving it out
would save space for other items to be published in the official journal.

TAPE RECORDING AT CONVENTION STILL OKAY
Tape recording of certain
is still sanctioned by the 1979 Los Angeles Convention Committee. A letter re-
questing confirmation of the fact by a member who registered for the conclave
prompts publication a second time to assure tape buffs they can use their mach-

ines at some of the porgrams.

WRIGHT'S OVER TURE SHOW MAY BE PLAYED TO SRO SIGN ;

Crders for tickets to attend the Gecrge Wright "Overture" show at San Gabriel
Civic Auditorium Saturday, July 8th are coming in so heavy, it is reported, that
the event is expected to be completely sold out and possible standing rcom only
admission made available to latecomers.

Lanterman had been planning to meake

e 1979 Convention of organ

h it are planning to storm the home¢

smgrams where permitted, using hand-held reccrders,

their clan being paid a big fee for 2 non-conven-
- tion appearance at the close of the meeting was
still being advanced to possibly discourage using
the "Overture" program in the flier.
So a call was placed to Richard Sklenar, the
man who guided the Chicago meeting to its very
successful conclussion. He was asked about the
unhappy state the organists were in, "Not so,"
said Richard., "We had one artist who requested
arhigher fee than the rest of the convention art-
ists, based on what was being paid the non~-con-
vention performer, Our answer was to state the
contract to play the convention was waiting to
be signed at the stipulated convention rates and
if the artist did not care to sign, then another
organist would be contacted, The artist signed,"
Sk%ena.r said,"and was paid the regular conclave
artist fee."
The waste of time and telephone calls to settle
something that was totally unnecessary involved
funds that could have been applied to other con-
vention expenses at the Los Angeles end and to
conserve outflow of cash at the national end of
the hassle,
The tremendous waste foisted on the member-
ship by the seven directors is discussed in the
stoni; appearing in the center column of this page.
There have been other incidents reported to
The Console about the many telephone calls
made during the course of a month by national
officials. ile such calls may be in the inter-
est of the organization, the recent expenditures
cited above and in the center column news
story suggests that a full disclosure in the finan-
cial report (which has not been published yet

There are no reserved seats for this special show, which is not a regular con-
vention program, and arrangements have been made to first seat ATOCS conven-
tion people coming by bus from the Bonaventure Hotel in Los An%eles and those |
who have purchased 'guaranteed admission' tickets first, until 8:10pm. Then the
remaining seats will be sold at the door at $5 each. ) ; o

It was pointed out that convention registrations are still running heavy and it if
not known at press time how many extra seats will be avaiable to these who have
not registered for the convention or purchased 'guaranteed admission' tickets, |

this year in Theatre Organ Magazine) might help
an audit committee make recommendations for
more economical operation of the organization.
This could pessibly result in lower dues for
the membership which might be the means of
regaining the lost members who have left the
Society for that reason alone, and also gain new
members who might be attracted by lower dues.
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IRV TONER, well-known in castern theatre organ circles,
was featured organist at the North Tonawanda Riviera Thea-
tre Wurlitzer organ April 25th and May 1st to accompany the
silent film classic " The Big Parade" starring John Gilbert and
Renee Adore. Toner recently accompanied a full vaudeville
stage show at the Riviera on the Wurlitzer.

-—— Wright Photos

DIRECTOR"S LETTER DRAWS IRE

——continued from page cne
OS on the employment of ancnimity in publishing by resort-
fing to making charges against unnamed publications that sup-
posedly had printed lies, half truths and inuendos against the
national home office and officials,

It was disclosed that she originally had named The Console
as being the culprit and one of the publications not associat+
ed with ATOS as being guilty of making the soft inuendos,
half truths, flagrant lies and rabble rousing,.

However, to obtain Director Bill Reiger's signature on the
letter, he forced her to delete the name of this publication
and resort to the anonymous generalization of non associat-
ed publications before he weuld permit his name appearing
with the other six directers.

By omitting The Console name Mascn saved herself and the
otheér six directors the embarrassment of having to answer to
the charges published in the very foolish letter, But in dropp
ing The Console name she embraced the cowardly anony-
mous route which now suggests that ATOS may berate those
who send out unsigned letters, but resorts to the practice it-
self in making unfcunded statements abcut others telling
flagrant lies, half truths and other such poppycock.

Also, in authoring the letter Mason resorted to dirty poli-
tics by promoting the entrenched candidates for re-election
without providing equal space in the letter for the others who
are seeking office, This facet of the letter alone is enough

\CHICAGO CHAPTER CONDEMNS LETTER

Officers of Chicago Area Chapter ATOS moved fast to voice objec-
tion to the letter issued by the seven directors of the ATOS national
office, Published in the June issue of VOX CATOE, official newslett-
er is the resolution adopied byl_the Board: "Resolved: That CATOE ob-
jects to the apperent use of ATOS funds to distribute letters such as that
signed by seven ATOS directors calling for the election of those incum-
bent directors who signed the letter, CATOE believes such letters un-
fair and calls for the just and equitable election of ATOS directors. A
copy of this resolution shall be orwarded to the ATOS president, to
Theatre Orian Magazine, and shall be published in VOX CATOE."
Chicagoan Contacting State Officials#

One member of Chicago Chapter has advised The Console that he

? |has personally written the California State office that controls club

charters, etc., for an opinicn which might pave the way to institute a
legal action against the seven members in what could be termed a
IClass-A suit in behalf of the membership.

SIMONTON PREDICTS FLEET IDEA MUST BE
IMPLEMENTED TO BUILD FUTURELOF ATOS

Sandy Fleet's proposal to set up an office force or staff for conduct-
ing /1 TOS business is, in the opinion of Richard C. Simonton, founder
of the organization, the most efficient way to provide a souné future
for the organization.

The North Hollywood, Calif. , organ buff has told other ATOS mem-
bers that he will no longer take an active interest in the club because
he disapproves of its present method of operation, He also noted that
it will be difficult to institute changes in the organization until a new
slate of officials can be put in office. since the incumbents were the
ones who hostile to the quet proposal.

CANDIDATE CENSURES DIRECTORS
ATOS Candidate Timothy S. Needler has written George Thompson,
Editor of Theatre Crgan Magazine, protesting the letter sent by the
seven "concerned Directors'' — a letter which may not appear in the
publication since Thompson himself was one of the seven who signed
the nationally released missive,

"This is to protest the May 10th letter sent by Concemed Directors
of the American Theatre Organ Society to all ATOS members. The
effect of this "campaign literature} coming two days before the receipt
of the ballot, was to return to office three of the incumbent directors
who signed the letter: W, " Tiny" James, Betty Mason, and George Thomp-

M This action was highly unfair to those of us who also ran for election
since we do not have access to the ATOS mailing labels used, nor can
we afford the almost $900 (or possibly more—Ed) postage plus costs of
paper, printing, envelopes, etc, for the nearly 6,000 letters :sent, which
was spent from ATOS funds and which furthered the chances of these
three people in the election., We don't allow public officials to dip in-
to the till to finance their re-election, and it should not be permitted
for ATOS officials to do so,

"While it is obviously too late for the effect of their letter to be nuli-
fied, I feel it is only fair to all ATOS members that the directors who
signed the letter reimburse ATOS Treasury for all expenses that were
rinvolved in this re-election plea cn behalf of the three imcumbents."
/s/ Timothy S. Needler

#Needler Also Proposes Change In Elections®*

Concurrent with his letter of protest, Timothy S. Needler has for-
warded another letter to Erwin .A. Young, vice-president and treasur-
er of ATOS national, calling for a complete revision of election pro-
ceedures, from issuance of ballots to tabulation and announcing results,

"Current practice has the ballot printed on a return pestcard which
is marked and then mailed by the member to National Headquarters in

to start action to force the resignation of all these who put
their signatures to the letter,

But above zll of this is the tremendous waste foisted on the|
membership over the cost of producing and distributing the
letter. It is a generally expressed opinion of many members/
that the seven directors should be billed for the letter and
that steps must be taken to eliminate any possibility of a re-
peat of this type mailing.

ERWIN,CLOWN SHOW IN L.A, JUNE 27TH

Lee Erwin, and his already successful film show, "The Si-
lent Clowns opens at the Vagabond Theatre, on Wislhire
just around the corner from the Elks Building (and the big
Robert-Morton pipe crgan) on June 27th and will run for
four weeks before moving on to a similar engagement in
San Francisco.

The show has played to capacity houses in New York City |
at the 8th Street Playhouse, four weeks in Boston at the
Brattle Theatre, and earlier this month great business was
reported b
ton, D. C. |

Following his appearance with the series in San Francisco,
Erwin noted that he will take the show to four or five other
cities in the country before returning to New York, on his
present schedule.

' Virginia (this itse

y the organist in his first week showing in Washing-

1f is questionable since National By-Laws state in
Section 2 of Article III that ballots should be returned to the Secretary
who is currently Betty Mason residing in Michigan), Since the voting
is easily determined on the open card, the potential exists for any of
these cards to be "lost" prior to tabulation, and the election outcome
could thus be altered and controlled, , . It could be easily eliminated
by enclosing a return envelope with the ballot and having the com-
pleted ballot mailed back in the sealed envelcpe to an independent
counting agency such as Price Waterhouse.

"] realize that the ballots are now counted by a computer firm, but

/T understand that this firm is owned by the husband of a former nation-
| al secretary, and again the potential exists for non-tabulation of ball-

! ots due to conflict of interest though I am certainly not accusing any-
rone of so doing.

"However, 1 feel strongly that an organization such as ours should not
have ANY election pI'OCCCKlI‘ES open to criticism or question. ..
"Therefore, 1 request the implementation of election proceedures
by the Board that would provide for the retum of ballots in sealed en-
_ velopes to an independent counting agency
such as Price Waterhouse. Thank you for plac-
ing this request before the Board for acticn. 1
look forward to hearing from you on this matt-
er at your earliest convenience.
/s/ Timothy S. Needler
(Needler gets support in this action—

1979
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TWO EUROPEAN ORGANS
RECORDED #-NEW LABEL
OUT IN BRITAIN4TOO
MANY CONCERTS, WITH
GAS AT $2 PER GAL'N
CREATES DILEMMA«-J.

TR
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SZtovering the UK.

rhythmical "Blue Moon'} "Body and
Soul'y which gets a smoochy treat-
ment before we get a fast French-

e mussette accordimn-type tune
with "Tipitin'} an oldie.

Side Two has the difficult Petite
Waltz'y "Deep Purple' -— played in
heavy vein then brightened by a
switch to waltztime. Desserre has un-

PLifpaRE

i Wibed R ay i
O RARL LA

MARSH SEEKS OLD
SELECTIONS

We take a short hop acress the
channel this month, as promised, to
take a swift look at a couple of re-
cent record releases that {eatures
two of the best known theatre organs
on the European continent, As it so
happens, they are both British built,
the work of the largest and second
largest builders.

rance was not a country that one
coudl really say had a strong tradi-
tion of theatre organ in the sense
that the USA and UK did., It is
widely thought, in fact, that all the
theatre jobs in France were installed
in Paris.

The largest theatre organ was in
the largest cinema type theatre in
Furope —the Gaumont-Palace, This
huge cinema was reconstructed from
the old vaudeville theatre, the or-
nate Hippodrome. Opened in Dec.
1930, the 6,000-seater featured an
orchestra and the brilliant British
cinema/concert organist Philip Dore

at the 4/15 Christie, The modem :
onsole {:ase, finished in Mocassa _Gaumont-Palace Cinema.

~

W

AMONG THE POTTED PAL
the console of the 4m/15r Christie organ in the Paris

orthodox tempo, I find, as in the
next tune,"Begin the Beguine'which
isn't a beguine in any language!
Not on this LP, anyway., "Tea For
Two" and "Complainte de la Butte')
a typical French fast Waltz, a lesser
known tune follows. The wartime
hit, " Amor, Amor" gets first rhyth-
mic treatment and then a ballad one.
Well, you can't say Desserre copies!

The trems have always, in my
mind, been set too fast on this crgan
and tends to spoil ballads for British
and USA ears. But as numerous cont-
inental organ buffs have often point-
ed out to me, '"that's how you like
it!" You should try and locate any
German T, O, discs and you will see
what [ mean——even the faster trems
more often favoured by us British
have nothing on the Europeans with
the exception of the Dutch,

Desserre's disc is called '"30 Years
of the Organ of the Gaumont-Palace"
STIL 2603.571. In my view a reccrd
of interest for an historic installation
and not for ultra sophisticate playing
of the British or USA type.

There could be a hitch in plans as

Ul

MiS—Tommy Desserre at

Ebony complimented the moderne deccr. A large grille over the
proscenium was the outlet for the two chambers which were very
well laid out.

Early in 1931, a Frenchman by the lname of Tommy Desserre
became the resident and his name was to be the most closely id-
entified with this organ. It was not an easy one to play as there
was a quarter-second delay due to the enormous size of the cine-

" esserre was well qualified for the job. A pupil of the great
Marcel Dupre, and then a stint as pianist accompanying silent
films for the Baret Circuit, this lead to being resident at the Cine
Olympia in Paris on the Cavaille-Coll 2/11, said to be the only
French-built unit organ.

From here he went to the Gaumont-Palace, and his popularity

rew. Except for a short period, he remained resident until 1962,
Elis name was always featured on the triangualr frontage of the
cinema. He made a few records, a ten-inch LP and a few 45's of
French pops.

The big house suffered the inevitable fate and he was called
back in 1972, shortly before it was demolished, to make an LP of
music dating from the period of his residency. Virtually all the
tune are American in origin. The proceeds from the sale of the
disc were to be used to save the organ from demolition or being
broken up.
el Guy classified the organ as " A monument of historical interest
in this (France) country',
what rarer in value in %ra
gan was eventually auctioned off and brought the price of 200,
000 francs. It has been said it will be rebuilt in the Baltard Pa-
vilion at Nogent-sur-Marne, a building of unique Victorian style
in the shape of a vast metal and glass structure, and housing other
historic artifacts, The actual Ibuilding itself was the subject of al
preservation struggle as it had been part of Les Halles, the well-
known Paris market when this area was redeveloped in the city
centre.

In the matter of the recording by Desserre, the LP sleeve inter-
estingly gives full details about the crganist and there is also a
leaflet describing the organ, with chamber photos and details of
the auction with stipulations about how the crgan must stay in-
tact. It also demands that a plaque be attached to tell future
generations just what a theatre organ was all about! In fact, the
1P, which has reappeared in the shops, and fcr the first time in
certain stores in the U, K. is the one Desserre recorded in 1972,

Although it didn't play much in later years, it's a marvel the
organ retained mechanical excellence and could be recorded this
final time, The sleeve notes are in French
and will have you recalling your school
d;ys trying to remember! Sid one has
"Night & Day", " The Man I Lcye'y and
heré Desserre plays the verse," Lullaby of |%
the Leaves')"' Missouri Waltz" which feature

In fact the Secreatry of State for Culture, M. Mich-

Theatre organs apparently are some- .
nce than in Britain or the U.S, The or-!

more lush tones and a more than usual

- the latest news we have here is that
the poor old Christie is back on the market again, at least they
are looking for a home. Hopefully I'1l keep you fans of foreign
installations posted, As a Christie it was a fine corgan, although it
would have doubtless sounded different in British or USA hands,

Christie did have the distinction of installing several organs in
Europe prior to the war, Sadly, none of them seem to survie now.

On the other hand, happih{1 that wonderful organ-loving country
Holland, or more correctly the Nedlerlands, did have a tradition
of the theatre organ, believe it or not! They even had more than
one firm making theatre jobs, Dekker made a smaller number,
and of course, Standaart were the largest and most famous theatre
builder, Cne or two of Standaart's key men left a various times
in the 1930's and started their own companies-—Flier, Theo Strunk
and Fonteyn & Gaal, Standaart even cracked the booming U. K,
market, largest of all outside the USA, We had six Standaarts.

In 1936, the mcst famous broadcasting studio organ in Europe v
was opened and arguably the best, It was the 4/25 Compton in
London. Also in 1936, the AVRO radio station in Hilversum, the
towm wh ere is located the broadcasting and TV stations in I—iolland,
had built a delightful architectural radio station set amongst flow-
er gardens, Standaart got the contract, but sadly, after building the
censole, chambers, and ordering two reed ranks from the USA (as
was their custem) the company went into financial difficulty-—
the market had dried up there, (Continued on Page 5)
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| The Brass Trumpet and Tuba Mirabilis ranks were
purchased from the USA, Standaart had done this

BrRITISH WS fr

Jan ba gliesﬁ

—continued from page four

straight concert-type organ,

to the world of organ specificaticns and psycholog
Cleverly, the delightful studio has indepe

with the rest of the broadcasting complex.

AVRO people explained to me, The Compton
o of :
d the Haburg Welte radio organ whichwas a

studio were tw

by VARA broadcastin
And sur dd W: Ilgbombings, as di

and survived World War
miracle,
Pierre Palla is hear

ers including our own "Gueen of the Consoley )
ough, Florrie's Dutch name came from her frst husband, Harry DeJong, silent film

orchestra leader in London.

After continuous use
In 1973, Fonteyn & Gaal
have been told.

One of Holland's most famous theatre organists is Doctor Ber
unique in having degrees in music and med

d most often over AVRO. It has also been featured by many oth

the Compton was overh
carried out a throough

before. One man who had tuned the ranks told me
they were Gottfried ranks,

Anyhow, the other 20 ranks in this really superb
organ were built at the North Western London su-
burb of North Action at the famous Compton factory. As the contract called for a
it is an interesting organ for fans like myself who are in-

of pipe organ design.

ndent foundations and flexible connection
This eliminates extraneous noises,, the
and the earlier 3/13 Standaart of the
the best known radio organs in Europe

Madame Florence DeJeng, Oddly en-

auled by the Strunk Company in 1946.
overhaul and made a few changes,!

nard Drukker, He is
icine., He is also cr
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The International Theatre Organ Society Pub-
lishers prepare and distribute monthly The Con-
sole, a totally independent publication, in the
interest of theatres and organs. It is dedicated
to the preservation of theatres and their organs,

and reports internationally news of all types of
organs — pipe, pump, electronic, theatre and
classical.

The Console provides equal space to all organi-
zations in the interest of bringing to its readers
as complete news coverage as possible. Photo-
graphs, drawings, organ catalogues, theatre pro-
grams, technical articles, both contemporary and
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terial to: The Console, P.0. Box 744-C, Pasadena,
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United States, Canada and Overseas, $9.00 via
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to: THE CONSOLE., Payment from Canada or
Overseas must be on an international money
order made out in U.S. funds to forestall conver-
sion or service charges due to rate of exchange.

Single copies of any issue in print, 80 cents
each, postpaid.

Renewals, inquiries and changes of address
should be addressed to: THE CONSOLE, Preston
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744-C, Pasadena, Calif. 91104.

Display Advertising Rate Cards sent upon re-
quest. Address all inquiries to: Roger Adams,
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Avenue, Pasadena, California 91104.
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the sing-a-long in Holland. He was feat-
ured at the Tuschinski's Royal Cinema in
Amsterdam fcr many years playing 2 Mo-

the place of an earlier Standaart pipe job.
Drukker has made several reccrdings on
both Hammond and pipe. Amongst these
he recorded the Foort/BBC touring five
manual Moller when it was installed in

third broadcasting organ in that country.
Drukker favours a2 mixed bag of music
with continental pops and USA and UK
tunes which are well known and liked in
the Netherlands. It was with great inter-
est then that recently for us European or-
gan fans a stereo LP has come out called
"Bernard Drukker Beseelt Het AVRO Or-
gel" (Omega label OM 333, 264, a Dutch
firm). An excellent colour sleeve has
Drukker striking a pose at the moderne
four manual console with its familiar
Dutch horseshoe by Standaart., But here we
notice the typical Compton late-style
stop tabs, the reeds being the familiar or-
ange-cum-red, white flues and black
couplers, There are two copper plate
builders plates instead of the just one on
the right side of the horseshoe. These are
ighly sought after today, just as most
uilder's plates are. I've had many state-
side collectors ask me to get them, but
they just aren't around anymeore!
Drukker often favours rich combina-
tions of stops but also deploys strong solo
voices which are on this distinguished or-
zan, When Compton made a good organ
it really was a superb affair. Unfortunate-
ly, the BBC original studio job was destroy;
ed in the war, It had a Melotone unit, the
Dutch jcb didn't, due to the specialized
servicing required.
Side one starts with the artist's theme,
"Now Is The Hour" and next "If I Had
'Words', a pop that borrowed a stirring
Saint-Saens melody. "The Clock is Play-
ing"y a novelty is next and then a medley
of "Call Me Darling'y "Pocr Gigolo" and
"] Kiss Your Hand Madame'. Two tunes
from 'Fiddler on the Rooff, then another
medley played in British style—"R amona
"1t Happened In Montere}r” and "Always. |
Two starts with Coates'"'Seven Seas
March", Excellent traps are featured in
"Gavotte Elegance'. Drukker hit the org-
an recording field first with a selection
from 'Evita] "Don't Cry For Me Argen-
tina", OCne of the most famous and de-
lightful continental waltzes is " Amoureu-
se" is given good treatment by the artist.
Rubenstein's 'Melody in F" is given a
continental sound via the Compton caril-
lon stop. One of the most delightful tunes
for ages is John Denver's " Annie's Song'y
an ideal number for pop-starved theatre
iorgan scene, It's featured here with stud-

edited with introducing

del E Hammond that was on a lift. It took

Hclland several years ago and became the |

DR, BERNARD DRUKKER during a recording
session in the AVRO Studios in 1978.
—photo by Louis Van Der Stam

and "Till The End of Time', a classical pilfered
by 42nd Street. "Time on My Hands'y You Are

v Lucky Star" with a Chopineque intro brings
this interesting LP to a close. It is well record-
ed and Drukker's handling is to the taste of the
British, and, no doubt, USA fans in registrations
and items, The console is laid out in orthodex
lines—Bottomimanual being Accompaniment,
then Great,Solo and manual four contains some
of the straight organ stops which seem to have
been renamed Jazz, Trompet, Trumpet, Flute, etc.

Tkose of you on vacation over here may be
able to get one of the Drukker LP's, or pick up
one from one of the larger USA dealers, The !
full specification is on the back of the sleeve.
In my view this is the best T.O. in Holland,a-
long with the part Wurlitzer-part-Strunk 4/10
Tuschinski Theatre, Amsterdam, organ. The
latter console manual layout of this one has
baffled more than one American organist, I can
assure you,

THIS MONTH WE HAVE SEEN THE EMERG-
ENCE over here of yet ancther theatre organ re-
cording label called Kirkham, and run by Ron

| Travers and other organ pecple of East Anglia,

Mr. Travers writes to tell me that they are
hoping to record most of the many theatre or-
gan transplants found in this delightful rural
part of eastern England.

1 have often remarked in the past on the pro-
liferation of ex-cinema jobs in a variety of barns
warehouses, motcr car showrooms, private homes
and the idyllic setting of an old mill stream! Tra
La,la...! Cue for an old song. Kirkhan's first
offering has a top favourite over here--Dudley
Savage, famous for over 30 years of breadcasts
nfrom his beloved Compton 3/9 & Melotone which
has carried him to nationel fame and is still situ-
ated in the ABC/EMI theatre in Plymouth, Here
he will have his vast army of fans aghast at this
latest Savage LP,

He plays a delightful little olde worlde mini
Waurlitzer 2/5 situated in an olde worlde mill by
a stream belonging to Jim Crampton. The ein
kleine Wurlitzer started life as a four-ranker in
the Sutton Theatre, West Virginia, USA, Talkies
may have given it the = ———————
boot as 18 months later
it collected a Tibia set
and sailed across the At
lantic and into the Re-

al Cinema in Colchest~

lio dubbed piano, Another medley follows
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NOT ENOUGH P1ZZA |
EATERS.SO DE LUCA |
CO.CLOSES CHI HOUSE

Less than four months after they
opened their Chicago Pipe Crgan
Pizza I pizza parlor, Jim and Mario
DeLuca have shuttered the place
and removed the theatre pipe orgarn
to storage, Lack of patronage was
reported to be the reason for ending
the Chicago operation,

The closing was not announced,
even to the help, it isreported,
and one organist showed up for i
work to find the organ in the pro-
cess of being removed. It was also
disclosed the instrument had 11
ranks set up on chests.

DEVTRONIX PUBLISHES NEW
CATALOG; LISTS MANY ITEMS

Devtronix Organs, Inc, , this . -
month released a new catalog that
lists all items sold by the electron-
ic organ firm, including a variety |
of custom-built censoles, These
range in style from the most omate
French model theatre organ console
to the formal concert style.

The catalog, put together by em
ployees of Devtronix, is an attract-
ive sales brochure. Separate price
lists are also included that give
approximate prices for the individ-
ual console models in progressive
stages of components as they are
added so that purchases can be
made for whatever is desired.

HOME ORGANISTS IN D, C,
Keyboard World Magazine will
sponsor its twenty-second "Adven-
ture" in Washingten, D, C. August

23 through 27 at the Mayflower
Hotel, just blocks away from the
White House and other historical

attractions.

Free events will include mini-
concerts and demonstrations in the
manufacturers' showrcoms where
all the latest in electronic equip-
ment will be on display. Special
added attractions will be a spectac-
ular Saturday evening banquet and
show, and a Sunday supper and
concert.

*¥Young Crganists Meet¥

In conjunction with the Adven-~
ture, the first annual Young Crgan-
ists Association national conventicn
will be held. /:spiring young key-
board players have been busily
working all this year to raise funds

for the trip. Representatives of YOA ciety, Warmen H, Cottle has issued a Letter to the Ed-

chapters from all over the U.S.,
and some from as far away as Eng-
land and Australia will participate
in the special events planned for
them.

Complete information may be
obtained from Keyboard World Ma-
gazine, P, O, Box 4399, Downey,
Calif. 90241,

ORGAN RADIO SHOWS AIRED

Pipe and electronic organ pro-
grams are broadcast daily 6:30 to
7pm over WHLD Radio, Niagara
Falls, N, Y.

Cver CHSC Radio, St. Catherines
a Sunday morning organ program is
aired at 10:30am, St. Catherines is
in the Buffalo area.

LARRY FERRARI .returned to the
Riviera Theatre, North Tonawanda,
New York for an encore program on
Wednesday, June 20 at 8pm. He
resented a silent film and sing-a-
ong in addition to his regular con-

~half hours!

Ly,

s

BOB RALSTON played his second concert for the Roch-
ester Theatre Organ Socie?' on Saturday, April 21st for
an audience that numbered 1,696, Following intermis—
sion, Ralston played requests non-stop for one and one
Next day he presented another show and
this one drew an audience of 1,957, making a grand to
tal of 3,753 organ music lovers who heard him!

: 1
CENTRAL INDIANA BACKS NEEDLER L

Central Indiana Chapter ATOS has informed Tom
Landrum, ATOS national president, that full support of
the unit has been unanimously given the proposal for
election changes suggested by "%imothy S. Needler,

Signed by Edward I. Morris, President, the letter urg-
ed that the changes be implemented at the next ann-
ual meeting to be held in Les Angeles in July.

1, A, VICE CHAIRMAN ALSO BACKS NEEDLER

Ralph Beaudry, vice-chairman of Los Angeles Chap-
ter ATOS, sent to Erwin A, Young, vice-president of
the national organization, his recommendation that the
election changes advanced by Timothy 5. Needler be
adopted.

"In addition;' Beaudry wrote, "I would like to request
the new Board of Directors of ATOS give serious cen-
sideration to amending the by-laws to limit the number
of consecutive terms any individual may serve either |
on the Board of Directors or as an officer of the Society

"It is my personal belief that all due credit be rend-|
ered to those who have served ATOS ably and well in |
the past, and that the infusion of "new blood" with pro-|
gressive ideas will serve to move ATOS forward, "

TOLEDO MEMBER ADVOCATES REMOVAL
OF 'OLD GUARD' FROM NATIONAL

Under his official title of Publicity and Ways and
Means Chairman of Toledo Area Theatre Organ So-

1

itor suggesting changes for ATCS.

"] believe most of us who belong to ATOS chapters
have either recieved letters ov read articles in Theatre
Organ Magazine or The Console regarding many of the
recent problems within ATOS. The lack of the present
leadership concern for the individual chapters and the
old guard that have run the national organization to
their cwn liking without due regard for the rest of the
international membership, - Many letters have been
flying around saying that we puﬁ, out, start a new club,
etc. For one I do not advocate pulling out of ATOS,
but I do believe in fighting the system within, One of
the ways passed us by and that was the election of the
new boarg members. | do hope that all of you voted for
1 all new members running thereby getting the old guard

out. Other ways will have to come from the member

aroup should ask the international headquarters to do,
(1) To promote THEATRE PIPE ORGAN both on
cal as well as the international - j—s

the lo-

eve
%ZYV-\[fctk through local chapters
to establish education pregrams
that would lead to local and Na-|5Eaa
tional or international scholar-

| chapters and the following are a few ideas we as a i
!
|
I
|
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DO YOU WANT a 3 or 4 manual
Wurlitzer style console for your
pipe organ?

DO YOU KNOW that you can
build an electronic organ with real
pipe organ sound for 1/3 the cost
of a commercial organ?

DO YOU WANT to upgrade your
present organ with more voices?

DO YOU WANT a custom-made
electronic organ built to your
specifications?

YES? ...
THEN CALL OR WRITE
DEVTRONIX TODAY.

Devtronix can assist with all
phases of design, electronics, and
construction of the organ that you
have always dreamed of owning.
Our engineering expertise, years
of experience, new larger head-
quarters, manufacturing, and re-
search facilities attest to the fact
that Devtronix is the leader in
electronic kit and custom organs.

AND, FOR YOUR
LISTENING
PLEASURE. ..

Tom Hazleton
on the

Paramount
Organ

Available
only by mail
Albums @ $5.95 + tax
Cassettes @ $6.95 + tax

For US postage & handling add $1.00
To order your album or receive com-
plete details about the exciting prod-

ucts and services of Devtronix, please
call or write:

ORGANS, INC.

6101 Warehouse Avenue
Sacramento, Calif. 95826

916-381-6203 Telephone/d




TOLEDO MEMBER .ADVCCATES REMOVAL OF 'OLD GUARD!
ships in Theatre Pipe Organ,

(3) Inform the local chapters of GRANTS, etc. , available to them and how,
when and where to apply.

(4) Make every effort to increase membership by chapters as well as individ-
uals, Trying to prevent present chapters from withdrawing their charters, ex-
plaining the pros and cons of such proceedings in our Official Journal,

(5) Maintain only ONE location for all INTERNATIONAL daily business func-
tions, thereby decreasing the cost of shipping the magazine from California to
Michigan or vice versa and stopping the duplicity of purpose between Virginia,
and California, Illinois or what-ever.

(6) To have a thorough study of our present constitution as it effects our present
organization and modify any iniquities,

(7% To have some way provided so that all chapters could be represented at the
Annual Meeting regardless of their present financial capabilities, You can't
speak out when you can't afford to be there.

By proceeding and tring with diligence to provide scme or all of the above
suggestions we can all make ATOS a Society for which we can all be proud.
Thereby, creating an image of forsight because of the excellent promotions
offered in enhancing THEATRE ORéAN in the world, and after all that is the
bottom line of ATOS isn't it?"

ERWIN COMPLIMENTS LANCE LUCE FOR MUSIC HALL JOB

Lance Luce, new chief organist at Radio City Music Hall, got a pat on the
back from Organist Lee Erwin, "Radio City Music Hall's show is good——and
with a little luck the Hall will make it, financially. Lance (Luce) is doing a
fine job and the organ sounds better all the time," Erwin said,

TOM GNASTER SET TO PLAY DETROIT,RCCHESTER, LAGUNA HILLS

Tom Gnaster, east coast organist, has signed contracts to play concerts for
the Detroit Theatre Crgan Club next November 10th, and then on November
16th, he will be in Rochester to present a concert for the Rochester Theatre
Crgan Socie?. Next zear, February 5th, he will fly to California to play for
the Keyboard Concert Club in Laguna Hil{s, While in the west he _is desirous
gf book(i’g o%ther concert dates. His address is 5SM Sutton Place, Bloomfield,

onn, .

GAS CRUNCH CRUMBLED BY PIZZA CRUNCH AT BELLA ROMA

Pizza and pipe organ music beat the California gas crunch on May 20 when
240 members and friends of Northern California Chapter ATOS got petrol en-
ough to drive to the Bella Roma Pizza Parlor in nearby Concord,Calif. for food,
drink and music by Crganist Dave Reese. When the event was planned, it was
estimated there would be between 70 and 75 for brunch, The restaurant was
optomistic and prepared for about 90 empty stomachs, The kitchen crew did
what they had to and with a minimum wait everyone was served, it was report-
ed in the June, 1979 issue of 'The Windsheet'y official publication of the Bay
area. chapter— - ——-.— . -

—cont. from p 6

GEORGE

COMMENTS FROM SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS . ..

Scheduling George Wright in Rochester has always been cause for a
grand rush for tickets. He never fails to attract people from hundreds,
if not thousands of miles away. The drawing power of George Wright
Is unbelievable. Rochester Theatre Organ Society
The George Wright Concert sold out in record time and he is a delight

both on and off stage. Shirley Flowers, Director

Pittsburgh A.T.0.S.

C.AT.0.E. has sponsored many successful organ concerts but, in my
opinion, none has topped the entertainment or financial success of
George Wright’s “Grand Finale” to the 1977 AT.0.S. National

Convention. Doug Christenson, Director
Chicago A.T.0.S.

For concert information and availability contact:
J. NELSON MANAGEMEN
900 Andersen Drive, San Rafael, Catifornia 94301
{415) 457-0255

I

ANYONE HAVE A PETITE ENSEMBLE?
|F SO, ANOTHER OWNER WOULD LIKE
TO CORRESPOND ABOUT MINI-ORGAN

Competition is a great factor in the production of
any type of merchandise, and just about the time the
Estey Organ Company brought out its two versions of
the Estey Minuette-—the two-manual, three and four-
rank organs in upright dpiano-style cases and the better
known simulated grand piano case——Kimball brought
out its two Moderne zmdp Gothic semi-portable three
and four rank jobs, Then there was the St, Louis firm
of George Kilgen and Son, Inc, that came out with
their "Petit Ensemble} the console of which resembl-
ed a Hammond., Mo’ller, by the way, was touting its
" Artiste'! ., 'a genuine Moller pipe organ for only
$3975%— installed!* *price slightly higher in the far
west,

But that is all other history. The Petit Ensemble is
in the news, Father Bruce E. LeBarron, Assistant and
Director of Music at St. John The Evangelist Episcopal
Church in Elkhart, Indiana, is the owner of one of
the Kilgen Harmonic/Petite Ensemble, He would be
interested to learn if there are any other buffs who
own one of the instruments,

He is also interested to learn more about the history
of the model, who designed it and set the voicing}z
etc, His home address is 2433 Ottawa Drive, Elkhart,
Indian 46514,

NORTH TEXAS CHAPTER HAS FUND FOR REBUILD
OF FORMER LCEW!S JERSEY CITY ROBERT-MORTON
Members of North Texas (Dallas) Chapter ATOS
have donated money to clear up the bank loan that
was secured to help pay for the removal and shipment
of the big instrument from New Jersey to Texas,
The chapter is still soliciting funds for the restora=--
tion of the organ which has recently been moved to
a new warehouse stcrage location,

CONCERNED MEMBERS AGAINST ORGAN WORK

An unsigned letter sent reputedly by a group of con-
cerned members of Potomac Valley Chapter ATOS to
the general membership voices obg,ection to the pro-
posed supplemental appropriation before the Mont-
gomery Count%' Council in Rockville, Ma?'land, to
provide a $152,000 organ chamber and lift for "Bob
Oberlander's Pipe Organ Concerts at Walt Whitman
High School. "

he objections are that the Oberlander organ in-

stalled at ta local high school will provide him,as a
promoter and individual entrepreneur, an opportunity
to personally profit from the use of school facilities.

The letter also cites that "although his so-called
Pipe Organ Concerts is a "non-profit corproation" he
will be legally permitted to iay himself a salary
from concert proceeds, This he admitted to the Wash-~
ingll_:on Star in a story published Mcnday, June 18."

he letter, which clearly states is not paid for out

of chapter funds, also disclosed that the chapter, in
1976, offered a pipe organ "to nearby BCC High
School, with no cost for chambers to the school board,
We were turned down, since the school insisted title be
given to the county."

This action is believed to be the first of its kind
involving a club against an organ installation.

FRENCH ORGAN NO LONGER IN PARIS

Well-known organist Lew Williams, who has re-
cently moved to Phcenix to join the 6rgan Stop Piza
firm, reports that the Cavaille~-Coll organ which was
removed from the famed Paris Trocadero concert hall
and re-erected in the Palais de Chaillot is no longer

there

"I;Ihis organ was removed three years ago and sent
either to Zurich, Switzerland, or Lyon, France for reno~
vation and eventual re-installation in Aurich, though
I am not sure where," Williams said.

"I wag a student in Geneva at the time and recall
hearing talk about it, The or%an had been played but
rarely since the mid to late 1960's (Fox recorded it
in the early part of that decade), Accordinﬁ to M,
Jean Langlais, authorities did not have much interest
in using the organ for concerts, so it was sold to part-
ies unknown. I have heard no further news of it, but
perhaps some of your other readess have,

The Palais organ was scheduled to be heard during
the 1976 European Safari, but I don't think it was
seen, already having been removed., Hopefully it
has Reen installed in a fine concert environment by
now'!



WURLITZER-ATOS REGIONAL FEATURES
WELL-KNOWN ORGANISTS, EXPERTS

What is termed an "ATOS Theatre Organ Seminar at
"Wurlitzer University" in DeKalb, Illinois on October 25,
26,27 and 28, at a fee of $199 per person, limited to the
first 500, features Organists Dave Ashby, Lowell Ayars,
Gordon I’{ibbee, Asghley Miller and John ‘Muri and technic-
al expert Judd Walton. Concerts, discussions of playing
techniques, harmonization are among the advertized items
for the seminar sessions.

According to William Taber, the affair is a Wurlitzer
Company promotional event and electronic organs will be
featured, "Wurlitzer is sending new electronic organs to
the artists,' Taber noted.

Gordon Kibbee was contacted at his home and said that
electronic organs will be used fer workshop sessions since
only one pipe organ exists at the Wurlitzer complex. He
also noted that he is not receiving an electronic instru-
ment from the company and added that almost anything
that i3 associated with a commercial company has a de-
gree of promotion to it,

YAMAHA FINAL FESTIVAL CONTEST JUNE 24
Yamaha's grand finals of the 1979 National Electone
Festival was held June 24 on the campus of the University
of Southern California., Winners had nct been announced
at press time,

LARSEN PLAYS INAUGURAL CONCERT AT PARAMOUNT

Lyn Larsen presented the first public concert on the for-
mer Qakland Paramount Theatre Publix No. 1 Wurlitzer
which is now installed in the Paramount Pizza Restaurant,
ér;dianapolis, on June 10, Tickets for the program were
SCOTT SMITH PLAYS CONCERT,GETS INVITATION
TO JOIN BOARD TO HELP SAVE MICHIGAN THEATRE

Scott Smith, Lnasing, Michigan organist/organ buff re-
cently played a benefit concert on the Barton pipe organ
in the Michigan Theatre to help raise funds to save the
structure - for a performing arts center. About two weeks
after his program he recieved a call informing him that
he had been nominated to a three-year pcsition on the
Board of Directois of DaCapo, Inc.,the local ncn-profit

roup that is campaigning to purchase and restore the

theatre,

Smith is one of the lecal buffs who have convinced the
preservaticn group to keep the Barten organ in the build-
ing for concert and silent film use.

ROY DAVIS TO ADD MUSIC RCOM

Roy Davis, Tennessee organ buff, is adding a music
room to his farmhouse that will measure 32 by 42 feet
for his theatre pipe organ installation and complete pro-
jection facilities. He is also starting work on the organ

REX KOURY, pictured at left, tries out Pasadena Crown Wurlitzer

during a visit to the theatre cn Memorial Day. He will present cne
of the major concerts for the 1979 ATOS Annual Convention at the
Crown. In the photo above, Koury, standing in center between
Gordon Belt and Ray Hoepple, discuss screen masking with Peter
Crotty, who is in charge of theatre for owners. Koury plans to use
slides in conjunction with his program. o

'ORGAN BUFF VISITS RADIO CITY WUSIC HALL,
WRITES GLOWINGLY OF GREAT ENTERTAINMENT

Miles Rudisill, Jr, Richmend, Va., organ enthusiast, recommends that
every organ buff take a trip to New York to see the show at Radio City
Music Hall and the newly renovated showplace of the nation.

"1 was there June 22nd and the place and show are something to see,
There are many changes and the cne that impressed me the MOST was
the ban on all ¥cod in the theatre. No mcre popcormn and hot dogs! !!

"The place really looks great, Lobbies and hallways have been bright-
ened up with brighter lighting. Everything has either been cleaned or re-
covered with duplicates of the criginal,

" As for the stage show, it is more than one can take in. Both organ con-
soles are used throughout the entire show. Looks like the boys never leave
their benches. The organ is used not only for solo spots but as foundation
for the orchestra, which has been updated with the new sound of percus-
sions. There are two nine-foot grands in the pit.

At one point the bandwagon was moved to the back of the stage and
the orchestra lift reappeared as an ice rink with skaters, Every mechani-
cal trick that the place is capable of is used. It is really a tribute to the
Hall and what it can do.

"It is true abcut the large number of performers, For the Finale there
are at least one hundred on stage. The whole operation has the Disne
look, from the sharp young ushers to the tracer lights alll over the audi-
torium and stage.

"1f you never do anything else, you must see this show for there is noth-
ing in the world like it,"

SENG GETS ANOTHER UNSOLICITED TESTIMONIAL

"John Seng is not just 2n organist, he is an educated musician, and his
virtuoso playing sounds like it," writes Harry F. Tubergen, Deerfield, IIL
organ buff. = "On May 7th he played a concert at the suburban Hinsdale
Theatre in which Jim Glass has installed a 3/27 (?) Wurlitzer that is in
mint shape and sounds just perfect.

"In my book Seng deserves much mcre exposure than he has permitt-
ed himself to enjoy. There are many excellent, even superb, organists,
but he'ls at the top of the list."

LANDON LEAVES OFFICE,URGES MEMBERS TO FIND LOCATION FOR
INSTR UMENT AND ENGAGE IN EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Dr. John Landen, who spearheaded organization of Bluegrass Chapter
ATOS, has compieted his term of office and expressed the wish that the
membership redouble efforts to increase membership, find a location for
a chapter pipe crgan to be installed and engage in more educational ac-
tivities in Lexington which will help the community leam about chapter
activities and the organ as a medium of entertainment.

He will leave in September for England to do research regarding the
itish roots_of sccial welfare for his work at the University of Lex-
ington, During his absence, his usual solo stint at
the console of the Paramount Theatre Page organ
in Anderson, Indiana, will be filled by other crgan-
ists, Landon expects to retumn the the United States

that is to be installed inside Cumberland Caverns, a tour-
ist attraction he operates. 1

June,
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next December. and resume his work at the Univ-
ersity early next year,









