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A musical milene. Ymha Electone E-50.

A technology called Pulse Analog Syn- credibly realistic percussive cymbal and
thesizing System, PASS for short, makes the rhythm sounds.

E-50 a landmark in the history of creating The musical milestone of the future is
music. Because with this incredibly ver- here to play today. The Yamaha Electone
satile Electone, new standards are set in E-50. Ask your Yamaha dealer now.
reproducing uncompromisingly authen-

tic theater, pipe organ, jazz and

orchestral SeCTiOHS, not to mention the in- Yarmaha International Corporation, P.O. Box 6600, Buend Park, CA 90622



Ledwon,Needler, Sklenar

n |

LYN LARSEN, who rededicated
the Chicago Theatre Wurlitzer in
1975, got on the band wagon to
save the historic showplace during
his recent concert appearance for
Chicago Area Chapter ATOS, He
made two strong statements supp-
orting Chicago Landmarks from
the organ console before depart-
ing for his new Phoenix Tivoli
Gardens Restaurant with a souven-
ir "Save The Chicago" bumper
sticker.

METROPOLTAN CHAIIN
OK'S ORPHEUM FOR
CONVENT |ON USE . (@D

Metropolitan Theatres,
the chain that has most
of the downtown picture
palaces in Los Angeles,
has given approval for the use of
the ornate Orpheum Theatre and
its 3m/ 13r Wurlitzer for the 1979
ATOS Convention, Use of the big
downtown deluxer will be without
charge since Los Angeles Chapter
members will restore the Style 240
instrument (there is water damage
in several ranks and the combina-
tion action needs rebuilding, ac-
cording to John Frischneckt, who
has been working sporadically on
the organ).

Metropolitan officials are defin-
itely interested in having organ
presentations—concerts and silent
film shows—at the theatre, These,
of course would be subject to regu-
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In National Director Race

Three hardy ATOS enthusiasts—John Ledwon, Los Angeles Chapter, Timothy S, Needler, In-
dianapolis Chapter, and Richard ]. Sklenar, Chicago Chapter, have announced they will seek
seats on the Naticnal ATOS Board of Directors this year, Ledwon and Needler were candidates in
the previous year, = s o i

The three prepresent total enthusiasm in ATOS and related affairs. John Ledwon, has served
LA ATOS in many of its offices, including chairmanship of the chapter, is the chairman of the
1979 ATOS National Convention Committee, and is responsible for the overal successful presenta-
tion of the annual affair this year. He is a concert organist of note, and is a music instructor in
the Los Angeles City School System,

Timothy S. Needler is also an organist who has been presenting concerts away from his own lo-
cal Central Indiana Chapter in recent months, He, too, has served in many of the official capa-
cities within his own Central Indiana Chapter in Indianapolis. He operates his own business and

WILTERN STATUS UNCHANGED, his feverite hobby, he sampaicned with othen in-
PRESERVAT ION MEET APRIL 4

terested members of ‘ATOS to have the national
i T office publish yearly financial statements for the
Future status of the Los Angeles Wiltern fe= benefit of the general membership,
mains unchanged and, according to latest re- | Richard J. Sklenar has been one of the most
ports, the local preservation group must show active members of Chicago Area Chapter, hold-
progress in its plan to preserve the office build-ing many of the offices.zHe is currently involved
mgwmmmwma@mwmmwmmwmbe?megmmﬁ&mTMCMm@TMW@pm~

issued to Franklin Life Insurance Company, theject and has been named a directer of Chicago
owners, to raze the structure at Wilshire and
Western,

A’ meeting has been called for April 4th at
10am in Los Angeles City Hall by the preserva
tionist group, the Los Angeles Cultural Heritage
Board, in room 1500, to discuss justification of
suspending the demolition permit,

Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society has been
asked to have representatives in attendance to
lend support to the preservation campaign, At
their general meeting, held Monday, March
19th, LATOS members approved becoming in-
volved in the campaign to keep the theatre up.

It was reported that three different parties
have indicated an interest in purchasing the
property, but there has been no arnouncement
that any of the three have taken action to se-
cure it,

*#Organ Owned By Pacific?"

Pacific Theatres, operators of the Wiltem, it
is reported, owns the Kimball pipe organ. At
the time the chain took over operation of the
house it is believed they were required to pur-
chase all equipment, including the organ. In
the past, when demolition talk came up, it
was discussed that the Kimball would be mov-
ed to the firm's Hollywood Pantages Theatre,
where ample chamber space exists. LA TCS

andmarks and editor of the organization's news-
etter, In private life he is an attorney, but is
urrently associated in a business venture and not
racticing law.

All three of the candidates have expressed the
pinicn that changes are long over due in ATOS
nd they hope to be able to aid the club in estab~
lishing new policies without disrupting any of its
urrent activities.

In past elections the general membership has
ad little oportunity to get to know other members
ho asipire to naticnal offices and primarily througl
ack of communication votes have been cast for
hat is termed "the old guard'. As one wag put

t, "they are so entrenched they'll have to die in

rder to get out of office."

It is felt by a growing number of members that
glection proceedures must be changed to limit
i:erms in office so that the club has a better oppor-
unity to experience new ideas rather than the old
tereotyped and uninspired activity that has been

ecarded in the past few years,

There are other who believe that national will

ever be able to amount to much since there is

ot a national office established in a business

uilding where a regular staff is employed to pro-

uce the work that would be entailed for the ezlll—

s o : ire organization. It'is felt ¢hat the chapters wi
afglglralinplan to investigate the ownership of ;Ipontinue to be the most impertant link in-keep-

gan. ing the public aware of theatre organ,

lar theatre rental rates. The housd
(Continued on Page 5)

! to keep the organ in Richmond. Perhaps it is (Continued on Page 9) ~

LETTERS REVEAL RICHMOND BUFFS WANT OWN CLUB; NOT HAP#?_
WITH EVASIVE ACTION OF POTOMAC VALLEY CHAPTER OFFICIALS

Revalation that organ buffs in Richmaend, Virginia, are extremely unhappy over the removal
of the Loew's Richmond Theatre Wurlitzer has served as an opening flood of complaints about
the lack of consideration in the driv e to cbtain a charter to have a chapter separate from the
Potomac Valley unit which is almost 100 miles away. Two letters received by The Console
this month discloses a situation in Richmond that may be coming to 2 head. The first letter
was sent in rebuttal to the laetter written by Raymond Brubacher; the second letter is in answer
to the CRAS article published in the February issue.

EDITOR, THE CONSOLE—-Having read your January 1979 article pertaining to the removal of
the Loew's organ prompts my reply. I agree entirely with the author of the article. At no time,
to my knowledge, was anyone in Richmond aware that the organ was up for sale, or that it was
to be given away except for the two Richmonders that assisted dismantling the organ,

In fact, this was so secretive that a local group of crgan enthusiasts had planned a meeting at
the Loewls Theatre less than one month before the organ was removed. Imagine the surprise
when House Organist, Bob Gulledge went in on Saturday to practice for the concert and was told
that there would be no meeting, nor was anyone to touch the organ (By instructions of Ray Bru-
bacher we later learned). So,this came as quite a shock and shocking still, was that no action
on anyone's behalf could keep the organ in Richmond-—nor did anyone know where the organ
was going until we read it in the ATOS magazine.

Had the local organ enthusiasts been given any opportunity of bug-ing or
keeping the Mighty Wurlitzer, most definitely we would have foun
home for the lovely instrument. What puzles me mcst, is why ATOS act
in%_‘(president Tommy Lendrum, was so anxious to help get the organ out
of Richmond! One wauld think that he would have made every efiort to
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S<tpvering the UK.

"Legendary" is a word, I [ind, being somewhat overused, and
more than often not applicable to the majority of the theatre
organ stars of the golden era. That there were more than a few |
of Britain's theatre organists who could claim that their name
was a "household" word was a fact nevertheless. This was easy
to understand. They were a definite part of the 'pop' culture of
the 1930s.

AT

PRE

Gramaphone reccrds were selling in large numbers by this per;

iod, more so than in the previous decade., The "Wireless" was
the booming new media. Today we call it radio! The stations
were mostly nationwide and so powerful were the BBC transmit-~
ters-~and still are—that an organist who had a contract with
BBC and broadcast regularly enough was bound to become fam-
ous. Such broacasts were picked up even on the European cont-
inent where the theatre organ didn't make the massive impact
it had in the U. K,

Newspapers held public opinion polls to ascertain the most
popular broadcasting organist and, of course, the circuits were at
their absolute zenith of power and the biggest ever building

boom; even greater than that of the late Victorian and early Ed+

wardian era of the music hali/variety theatre building boom.

With the coming of sound a whole new generation of large
cinemas were being built on every major shopping street in cit-|
ies, towns and suburbs. The major builder, John Compton had |
the largest and most moderm organ building plant going flat out!
with the demand cxceeding the supply.

Without doubt, one artist who did become a top star and also
commanded the respect from his fellow organists because of his
'Hot' style, the playing of jazz, was Sidnedy Torch. Inreality a
great pianist and arranger, he commenced playing the theatre
organ full time, it appears, at London's prestigious Regal Cin-
ema, Marble Arch in Oxford Street at the junction of Edgware
Road. Here was Europe's largest theatre organ, the Christie
4/37 with the most respected theatre organist of the lot, Quen-
tin Maclean—and there was S. Torchinsky as pianist and arran-

er in the famous "Regal Virtuosi', the grandioise title of the
arge pit orchestra lead by Emanuel Starkey. Young Sidney's
only previous experience of theatre organ was as assistant at the
Iv.etropole Cinema, London, on its 3/13 Dutch-built Standaart
organ. Maclean left the Regal for the Trocadero and Reggie
Foort took Mac's place. Torch remained as his assistant. Then
Foort left and Terch was ready for his great moment.

His new style pipe organ jazz, with its hot licks, riffs using the
fabulous fanfare trumpet stop, made him a sure-fire winner
with the younger jet (really bi-plane set). Anyway, the flapp-
ers, the in-crowd of the early 1930's. A contract with Colum-
bia records quickley came his way and we know the rest!

1t wes most thrilling for many Britishers when Deric Records
arranged to issue their double LP, Although it was available in
a limited way only, there was pressure on EMI, on their superb
nostalgia label, World Records, to issue Torch. And now they
have. This month saw the release of "Sidney Torch at the Or-
gan'} number SH305. ['m told it may be issued in your country.

The fact that many missed the Doric release will be interest-
ed in obtaining this single LP, Transferring onto the modern LP
has been well done and is, I feel, much brighter in sound than
the Doric discs, The pressing is also better in the general view
over here.

The sleeve has a large sepia sort of ""30's" lock and has Torch
at the famous EMI Studic Compton. Sleeve notes are by Jack
Vivian Nie and are interesting, In general, the LP starts with
the oldest tracks at Marble Arch Regal and follows Torch's car-
eer as he left there in 1934 to open the Regal Edmonton in No.
London. It's considered by Torch experts that his best werk was
recorded on this latter organ.

The sound of the British 'Cinema Organ' contrasts with his
later record output which was made on the American Wurlitzer,
albeit Anglicized. Nie points out the obvious that Torch was
orchestrally minded, or perhaps, I think, 'dance band minded' as
the great trouble he took, and practice to make a perfect press-
ing, He says Torch was not an organist through love of the in-
strument as most others were and the orchestra, instead, was
really his first and last love, as we all know.

Torch became or kept his household name over here by tak-
ing up conducting his concert orchestra. He closed his cagrecr
by conducting and arranging for over 20
years one of the most popular radio shows

LATES

A BIG HOUSEHOLD WORD IN THE '30'S, SIDNEY
JORCH

RED UNIVERSALLY BY BUFF
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IVERA DUE IN BRITAIN TO PLAY FOR CONN*WUNDERLICH TO

STILL REVE

TOUR FOR WERSTFASHLEY MILLER COMING TO PLAY CONCERTS

GAUMONT STATE AND FREE TRADE HALL*ERWIN ORGAN/

KEATON SILENT GIVEN WIDE COVERAGE IN U, K,*"RANK FIRM

SENTING ELECTRONIC CONCERTS IN CINEMAS*HELEN DELL'S
T LP COMMENDED BY DALGLIESH

REGAL TORCH at the Edmonton Regal Christie 4/15. Wurlitzer ag-
ents broke up the huge Holophane illuminated surround in 1947 when
they overhauled the organ and added "English" type side pillars. The
change gave more room to get on and off console bench and lift. A
photo of its present day look is contained in the Dec, 1978,Page 6:
issue of The Console,

years at the Opera House in Blackpool on its splendid 3/13 Wurlitzer,
the last new one of its breed,

The supreme acolade of any theatre organist must have been to
have had a major circuit design and build an organ to suit the star
organist. This happened for Terch. Maclean designed the Gaumont-
State, Kilburm 4'16 ranker Wurlitzer for him. Sidney had to adjust
here due to the time lag;the State then had 4,010 seats and a con-
sole a mile away from the stacked one-sided organ chambers oppo-
site, One well-known organist (I'll not mention his name) once
said to me, "well, Ian, Torch really was a clever chap.to even at-
tempt fast thythm on this organ. "

The World Record run down is: Tracks 1-4 feature the Regal Marble
Arch, Tracks 5-8, the Regal Edmonton, then on Side Two we have
Tracks 1,2,4 and 5 at the State Kilburn., Track 3 is the EMI Comp-
ton. EMI has chosen a better track on this organ than appeared on
the Doric LP, In fact, it is one of the delights of the album, and is
Cole Porter's "In The Still of the Night". A really beautiful arrange-
ment that was better than the other organists played at the time,

Sid played simply in his solo work, often using the Melotone unit,
then mixing it with pipe ranks, then untremmed Clarinet, It's a re-
freshing break from the brass and (Continued on Page FEighteen)

Thg@a/m&m/ Touch Is Found
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An Officiol Los Angeles Professional Orgonists Club Publicetion

The only organ magazine with a complete
monthly Calendar of all local organ events.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION, 12 ISSUES FOR $6.

Check or M.D. payahle to L.A.P.0.C., mail to:

MAVIS JONES
4610 Cedros Ave.

each week~—the "Friday Night Is Music

Night".
Filsa pity,EMI didn't issue his last or-
gan recording made in the early war
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PASADENA OFF ICIALS APPROPRIATE $45,000 FOR LIFT

When Pasadena Civic Auditorium's five-manual Moller pipe organ is unveiled later
this year, the console will rise to the majestic occasion in all the theatrical glory that
was once associated with the great deluxe motion picture palaces of the twenties and
thirties, At their Tuesday, March 27th meeting the Pasadena City Board of Directors
voted to take $105, 000 from the capital improvements and equipment budget for a new
lift system for the organ at the auditorium, The large figure represents full elevating
facilties for the orchestra pit; $45,000 of this is for the organ console, Both lifts will
apparently werk independently of each other or may be coupled as a single rising unit.

To install elevators, the entire orchestra pit area must be excavated. It was learned
that officials expect to have the new system operable by early Fall so that a grand opent
ing show can be planned.

METROPOLITAN OK' USE OF ORPHEUM FOR CONCLAVE -——continued from page three
seats 2,200, according to Film Daily Year Book, and was the last theatre in Los Angel-
es to present two-a-day Orpheum Circuit vaudeville in the late twenties and early thirt-

Ye411 members of Los Angeles Chapter's organ crew who volunteer to work on the instrus
ment will be cleared by Metropolitan officials and then have entry into the theatre, The
officials have expressea concern about the security of the organ and theatre since the
disappearance of the Wurlitzer organs from the Los Angeles and State Theatres and have
requested that only those who are given clearance will be permitted in the Orpheum.

NEW YORK CHAPTER TO PRESENT GNASTER AT UNITED PALACE
Revitalized New York Chapter ATOS has launched several concert dates, according to
Peter Polito, program chairman for the unit. Cn June 9th the chapter will present Tom
Guaster at United Palace (formerly Loew's 175th Street Theatre) playing the big Wonder
Merton organ. The show is planned for 8pm.
Polito disclosed that over 800 buffs attended the Ray Bohr concert at Radio City Mus-
ic Hall recently.

GARDEN STATE PLANNING TWO ORGAN EVENTS
Don Kinnier will play the accompaniment for Charlie Chaplin's "The Gold Rush" cn
Wednesday, April 25th, at the Rahway (New Jersey) Theatre. Show time is 8pm. A conf
cert and sing-a-long complete the program,
On April 29th, Lyn Larsen will present a concert at Trenton War Memorial Auditoriur
Both programs are sponscred by Garden State Organ Society.

FORMER WARNER AND FOX THEATRES FOR SALE IN L. A, ,BEVERLY HILLS

T wo Wilshire Boulevard theatres, the Fox and Warners, that have been dark for some
time, are currently for sale in Los Angeles and Beverly Hills. They are approximately
two miles apart. Both are art deco moderne in decor,” The Fox seating capacity is giv-
en at 2,295 and the Wamer, 1,620, Both have stages, but the Warner Theatre, accerdt
ing to existing records, never presented live shows; the Fox did have stage attractions
for a short period.

It is not known if the Wayner was equipped with a theatre pipe crgan or, if in fact,
there were chambers provided when the house was built. A three-manual, eight-rank
Wurlitzer was installed in the Fox, and an Estey Minuette 2m/3r organ was used in the
grand lobby, The Wurlitzer is now the property of Jut Williams in Monrovia, Calif. , and
is installed in his garage studio,

Recent newspaper display ads list the Warner as having 15,000 square feet which can
be remodeled into stores and offices, The selling price is not stated.

*Wilshire Mansion Has Organ

Amnother offer for sale on Wilshire in the Fremont private street area is "a secluded
Italian Villa with carved mantels, copper ceilings, crystal chandeliers, beautiful floors,
and a pipe organ'{make not disclosed)—- just the ideal buy for those whohave ample
coin stashed away in their cookie jars!" The selling price is stated-—$1, 000, 000, 00,

LIST OF OVER 1,000 MECHANICAL ACTION PIPE ORGANS AVAILABLE

A listing of more than one thousand mechanical action pipe organs located in the New
England States has been prepared and updated by the Extant Organs Committee of the
Organ Historical Society. The list, which is comprised primarily of nineteenth century
and earlier American instruments, is available from committee members David and
Permelia Sears, P. O.Box 61, Dunstable, Mass. 01827, Duplicating fee for the list is
$7.90. The couple also can duplicate other extant organs lists for most sections of the
nation. A stamped, self-addressed envelope will bring the information to interested
buffs, OHS is very active across the nation in their effort to preserve and publicize the
early day instruments,

IO S’ PUBLISHED MONTHLY

The International Theatre Organ Society Pub-
lishers prepare and distribute meonthly The Con-
sole, a totally independent publication, in the
interest of theatres and organs. It is dedicated
ta the preservation of theatres and their organs,
and reports internationally news of all types of
organs — pipe, pump, electronic, theatre and
classical.

The Console provides equal space to all organi-
zations in the interest of bringing to its readers
as complete news coverage as possible. Photo-
graphs, drawings, organ catalogues, theatre pro.
grams, technical articles, both contemporary and
nostalgic are earnestly solicited. Address all ma-
terial to: The Console, P.O. Box 744-C, Pasadena,
Calif. 91104. Telephone: 1-(213) 794-7782.

Subscriptions United States and Canada,
$12.00 annually (temporary), via first class;
United States, Canada and Overseas, $9.00 via
second class. Air mail rates for overseas delivery
will be furnished upon request.

Please make Checks or Money Orders payable
to: THE CONSOLE. Payment from Canada or
Overseas must be on an international money
order made out in U.S. funds to forestall conver-
sion or service charges due to rate of exchange.

Single copies of any issue in print, 80 cents
each, postpaid.

Renewals, inquiries and changes of address
should be addressed to: THE CONSOLE, Preston
J. Kaufmann, Circulations Director, P.0, Box
744.C, Pasadena, Calif. 91104,

Display Advertising Rate Cards sent upon re-
quest., Address all inquiries to: Roger Adams,
Advertising Director, P.O. Box 744-C, Pasadena,
Calif, 91104.

Office of the publication is 1385 North Michigan
Avenue, Pasadena, California 91104.
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JOHN DE WELLO DIES AFTER LONG |LLNESS BEAUMONT BID TAKEN OVER BY POTOMAC VALLEY

John DeMello, who was "Mr. Organ' in the Hawaiian Islands,
died March 26th after a long illness of heart trouble,

versary March 27th. He is survived by his wife Olga.

Beaumont ATCS Chapter's bid to host the 1980 ATOS National
He was 75 Convention was apparently discounted and Potomac Valley unit has

e celebrated his fifty-third wedding anni- offered to take the yearly meeting according to information publish-
o SIS DA Wolld haveee chiatd bis iy Hard wdding anod ed in '"The Static Regulator} official newsletter of the club. The

DeMello was an international figure and served as the unc{fi- Chapter is currently installing a 3m/10r Kimball in the Center for
cial welcoming committee of one to countless numbers of theatre Adult Education at the University of Maryland and Potomac expects
organ buffs who visited Hawaii each year. He was known for his to have it playable by convention time.
congenial personality and would take time away from his duties The Alexandria Skating Rink organ, formerly Rockefeller Center
with Consolidated Theatres to host visitors wishing to see,hear ~ Center Theatre 4m/32r \-‘\f’urht’ze:v:(i now owned by Jimmy Boyce, is
and play the two remaining Robert-Morton pipe organs in the still available, but the Barton and the Virginia Theatre reportedly
Waikiki and Hawaii Theatres no longer exist. The two Richmond organs-—Byrd Theatre and

He played theatre organs in Honolulu and in several of the oth- the Mosque Auditerium-—are said to be in poor shape]: alf}-forgingdto
er islands cities where they were installed during the silent film information contained in a letter written by Paul M. Lukhard an

era, He continued to play intermissions and special occasions at publ{ished on page nine of this issue. . R
the Waikiki, where he als% served in the managerial capacity un- What other instruments may be available were not 11§ted in the
til his retirement., After leaving the employ of the theatre firm, issue of the newsletter. It was noted, however, that "if we are
he still appeared frequently until his health no longer permitted. not the host it is likely there will not be a National Convention in
*Waikiki Theatre End* ee———1 0801 It 1s believed the bid from Beaumont was re-
5 . P 3 . . 3 ke
Consolidated Theatres has applied for a demolition jected due to lack of adequate accomodations to ta
permit to raze the Waikiki Thf:ftre and replace it care of the normal membership attendance at such ev-
with four small theatres, The atmospheric theatre
does not qualify for historical preservation, being
eight years shy of the 50 year mark needed for it. ,

“PHstomac Valley hosted the national convention in
1972, That meeting was well attended and an over-
flow crowd had to be given outside hotel space,
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