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OWNERS OF THEATRE BUILDING APPLY FOR DEMOLITION
PERMIT;CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD DENIES REQUEST
WHICH IS EFFECTIVE FOR PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS

A permit to demolish the Franklin Life Building at Wilshire and West -~
ern in Los Angeles, long one of the landmarks of the city, and best known
to theatre organ and theatre buffs as the Wiltern Theatre, was applied for
early this month. News of the impending demolition was announced on
the early morning newscast over Radio Station KNX, February 2nd.

The disclosure put an end to the many rumors that have been springing
up through the past years over the impending loss of the moderne theatre.
Although the permit was denied by the Cultural Heritage Board, the de-
laying action is understood to be effective only for six months. This, of
course, is long enough to permit the ATOS Convention to use the house
for the scheduled programs,so, in effect, this will possibly be the last
time the huge Kimball organ will be heard in concert in tge theatre.

If the structure had not been cited as one of Los Angeles' historical
buildings, the demolition permit would have been granted to permit the
theatre to be razed almost immediately.

It was also noted that the building can be purchased by any one or any
group desiring to preserve it for (Continued on Page Three)
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SAN GABRIEL CIVIC
ATOS Convention in July. :
right again will be the featured artist
<l i1] discuss what conventioneers want to know from the reques : . X
~ Walt Strony plays the third program on the San Gabriel Wurlitzer July 12th. It, too, is an evening

L ¥ & July 7th, On July 9th,

——Three programs will be featured at San Gabriel Civic Auditorium during the 1979
George Wright will present the first in Los Angeles' "Overture" show, Saturday evening,

in "A Session With George Wright'} at which time he
ts they write down for him prior to the evening's show.
erformance.

——photo by John E. Miller



HECTOR RECONS IDERS, WILL PLAY BALBOA
PARK AUSTIN FOR CONVENTION CROWD

When first con-
tacted about play-
ing for this year's
ATCS convention -
in California, a
polite but firm refusal was
made by Hector Olivera, -
He told the convention
committee that he had ap-
peared in most of the re -
cent conclave programs and
felt it would be better to
have other artists play this
time,

San Diego ATOS mem-
bers, however, had their sites
set on Hecter and would
no other play the big out-
door Austin in Balboa Park.
After reopening talks with
the noted organist, they
managed to get him to re-
consider and finally signed
him to appear.

This and the California
Theatre programs are now
official. Yet to be set is
the Fox Theatre and its
Robert-Morton organ. Re-
cent assurances that the or-
gan would be ready have
suddenly slipped back into
a not-so-positive niche and
it is not known if the instru-
ment can be put in playing
condition in time for the
convention., although it has
not been abandoned yet, ac-

. E—

The Spreckels Four-manual Austin pipe

organ in Balboa Park's Organ Pavilion

cording to Lois Segur, who
heads the San Diego group.

CARTER TO PLAY

| LEE ERWIN WILL GO ON GRIND SKED FOR 'SILENT CLOWNS' SERIES
i ALSO VERY ACTIVE AT CARNEGIE HALL CINEMA;MAKING MORE IMPROVEMENTS

STLENTS FOR
FILMEX. MEET

Lee Erwin will present a new series of films which he will accompany on an electronic organ at the

| 8th Street Playhouse in New York City. The first show was screened February 25th. Seven shows each

erent days. Advertised as "The Silent
Clowns' series, films of Harold Lloyd, W,
C. Fields, Charles Chaplin, Buster Keaton,
Harry Langdon and Fatty Arbuckle are the
comedians featured.

The films are from Kino International in
association with Raymond Rohauer,

*Busy At Carnégie Hall Cinemas

"GCuite a bit has been accomplished here
in New York City, especially at Carmegie
Hall Cinema,' Lee noted. "Ben Hall's Wur4
litzer has certainly been enthusiastically
received by the New York movie-going
public. We have set up a complete record-
ing studio back stage at the cinema sowe
have an ideal facility for recording films.

Gavylord Carter has been
appointed to accompany all
silent features to be shagwn
during the Los Angeles Int-
ernational Filmex Film Ex-
position at Plitt Century
Plaza Theatres in the ABC
Entertainment Center, Cent-!
ury City, March 14th through
30th.

The silent program featur-
es eleven masterpieces from
the German golden age of
cinema including all types
of drama, horror and com- |
edy. They will be presented

week—one each day—for five weeks during which time some of the features will be shown several diff-
* "ATregular schedule of shows is maintained at Carnegie

with Erwin at the Wurlitzer accompanying films on the first,
third, and an occasional fifth Wednesday of each month.
*Appears On Talk Show¥

On February 23rd, Erwin and Raymond Rohauer appeared
on ABC's "Good Morning America Show" talking about their
film festival at the 8th Street Theatre and plans being made
by the two to take it on tour around the country, Film clips
of some of the films in the 'Silent Clowns' series were
! shown and accompanied by Organist Erwin at the studio
r piano. Indiana oqis organ buff Tim Needler reported the
clips included Lloyd, Chaplin and Keaton. o

SKLENAR REPORTED |N DIRECTOR RACE

Unofficial reports from Chicago have placed Richard
Sklenar, past chairman of Chicago Area Chapter ATOS, in

"It is, in fact, the only studio in the city
with a pipe organ in playable condition. Th
organ at Plaza Sound (in the Radio City Mu
sic Hall Building) hasn't been used at all re
cently; it is in terrible shape and I doubt
that anything will be done to maintain it
since the fate of the Music Hall itself seems
' to be a big question mark.

on weekdays at 5:30pm The
dates are March 15, 16, 19,
20, 21,22, 23, 26,27 and 28.
Complete information is
obtainable from Filmex of-
fices, (213) 552-9660.

BENZMILLER AT HINSDALE
Jim Benzmiller will appear|
in concert for the second
time at the Hinsdale Thea-
tre, Monday, March 12 at

|

for all the Keaton and Langdon films. The

music score for "The General" has just

been added to a brand new 35mm print,,

_ His feature will b i made from the original negative; it wasto

gg;nam}?ésl_)iefi;f;ng }azz_e ‘, be shown on the BBC in London lrhursday,
George Wright will play | February 22nd."

at Hinsdale Monday, April 2]  The Hall organ has been enlarged by

It will be his second appear four ranks of pipes, drums, cymbals, chimes,

ance at the theatre, Show | gloeckenspiel, xylophone and other effects.

time is 8pm. Pre-show tick- Donald Schwing has donated time during
the instrument which

et sale is $5 per seat and $6; the year to maintain
at the door the evening of ' is owned by ATOS 7
the performance, | and leased to the
Call (312) 654-9456 for | Carnegie Hall Cin-
additional information con-; ema on a yearly ;
cerning these and other fu- | basis since the year|
ture programs. | 1977, February, -

1979

¢ that

[

"So far, we have recorded music scores

—

the running for one of the four board of directer openings
will figure in this year's election. He has been active
in ATOS affairs for several years and is also campaigning
in behalf of the Save The Chicago Theatre drive.

Any ATOS member desiring to become a candidate for

. a directorship can mail his name, a short resume and photo

by ATOS National Headquarters, P. O. Box 1002, Middleburg,
fa. 22117 no later than April 6, 1979 ~

Rosa Rio

COLORFUL and EXCITING
THEATRE ORGAN
CONCERTS

Silent Films

130 Mill Street
Huntington, Conn. 06484
(203) 929-1652 — phone




CONVENT [ON PROGRANS
SHARING UP; 19 PIPE
ORGANS, 24 ARTISTS
TO BE BIG FEATURES

Twenty-four great artists play-
ing 19 great pipe organs are the
outstanding features in the com-
ing 1979 ATQOS Convention to be
‘presented by Los Ange%es and San Diego Chapters
i Iv 7th through 13th. Headquartess for the conclave
'is the fabulous glass-towered Bonaventure Hotel in
i |downtown Los Angeles.
| Some of the organs to be featured in the mecting
have not been heard by the public since the decline o
imovie palaces over 30 years ago.

. Preceding the meeting, the incomparable George
‘Wright will be presented in the "Overture'" program o
iSan Gabriel Civic's 3m/16r Wurlitzer.

Following the five-day conclave, an all day "Encor
jprogram will be held on'romantic Santa Catalina Is-
iladd starring Gavlord Carter at the console of the fow
{manual Page organ in a concert and silent film pro-
gram in the Casino Theatre.

i Artists now signed for the convention, in alphabetic
gal order, are—Candi Carley, Del Castillo, Leander

{Chapin Claflin, Ramona Gerhart, Tom Hazleton, Dem
{James, Gordon Kibbee, Rex Koury, Maria Kumagai, Ly
-Larsen, John Ledwon, Ashley Miller, Jerry Nagano, Buds
! (Continued on Page 17)
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REDESIGNED FOR OAKLAND PAR AMOUNT —-Something less than ap- a o
pearing as spectacualr as the original 'waterfall' style that once graced 4
the elevator in the Oakland Paramount Theatre, the shell of the four- @[tp uf ﬂﬂah Bna

manual console donated by J. B. Nether cutt has been given a new sort
of mederned look as shown above. Finished in natural wood, the con-
sole is already mounted on the lift and the organ is being installed in
the theatre. ———photo by Bob Tennant

WILTERN FINALE?  —eontinued from front page
culteral activities in the arts. According to one interested preservation-
ist, Franklin Life Insurance Company would be required to sell the i.i "

strueture at fair market price less the cost of demolition. Aesolution
Fate of the four-manual Kimball pipe organ in the theatre is un-
known at this time. Its disposition will depend on the ownership of the WHEREAS, Mr. J. B. NETHERCUTT, Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive
instrument, but it is assumed Los Angeles Theatre Crgan Society will Officer of Merle Norman Cosmetics, is the owner of the Moller
make every attempt to secure the organ for installation elsewhere in Pipe Organ, known as OPUS 6690-1938, 5 manuel 27 rank organ;
the Southern California area, A
In its Sunday, February 25th edition, the Los Angeles Herald Examin- WHEREAS, this organ, weighing thirty tons, was built in the United States
er published a half-page illustrated feature about the impending dem- in 1938 as a portable organ for Reginald Foort, a famous English
olition of the landmark building and theatre organist, and was erected and dismantled 187 times while it
2 e z was used in England; and
Author Joseph Giovannini wrote," A culturally concerned company .
like Franklin Life, identified by name with Benjamin Franklin and bas- WHEREAS, Mr. Hethercutt acquired the organ in 1977; had it completely
ed in Abraham Lincoln's home town, might do well to take on the ;:;zfgfi‘aﬁz iiga?yga;ﬁecggL;Dgﬁ‘gaiggeﬁis}gﬁsuzg ?gvih;h‘s
bulldlng's renovation (adding office space over th‘e theatre —Ed) as an Pasadena Civic Auditorium, and
interesting corporate challenge. But if Franklin Life cannot be talked, ) ) i )
crtembarrassed into taking an energetic, creative initiative to redevel- WHEREAS , Sgﬁ;;:’s’ ;?ffzagidiﬂz gi;;;efngﬁ Z?giﬁug: outstanding and
op the building, finally the building can only be saved through its pur- )
chase by another party. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Directors of the City of
"A demolition permit will mobilize preservationists, and they and the Pasadend. ‘thot:
building owners will become polarized into their respective, predictable 1. The Deed of Gift conveying the interest of J.B.NETHERCUTT
battle posits, Is there no Henry Kissinge® in the crowd who can shuttle in the Moller Theatre Pipe Organ be and the same is hereby
between the camps, to negotiate a mutually satisfactory settlement a- gratefully accepted; and
mong reascnable people."” 2. On behalf of the citizens of Pasadena, this Board expresse
its deep appreciation to Mr. Nethercutt for denating this most
JOHANNES BU RG CLUB N’iOVES I NTO OWN TH EATRE valuable and unique instrument to the City of Pasadena for use

E . in the Pasadena Civic Auditorium for the enjoyment of all.
Johannesburg Theatre Organ Society members now have their own |

clubhouse-—-a former residence theatre complete with a 3m/13r Moller
pipe organ on its own elevator. The South Africa installation was made

by Crgan Buff Leslic Wenman in his home in the Westcliff area of Jo- % :-Dated: Janvary 23, 1979. S s e,
hannesburg.,, in 1947, The residence became a business concern head- ‘L 7 - AVotn, »

quarters rec,ently and the theatre organ group negotiated with the firm 2f '7]"["‘{)’}47/4"/" O e ) ﬂz’}’"{” a

to secure the theatre part of the building. Ane B b Ol &, it B i

A grand opening show was presented Saturday, February 10 at 8pm and
featured Richard Dunn, British organist and Marius Roberts, one of the
fine artists in South Africa, = Well-known organist Dean Herrick donatp
ed electronic tremulants to the club to use in the Moller organ.

Another first for the Johannesburg club, which is affiliated with the
South Africa Theatre Organ Society, was the in-theatre organ concert
held at the Vistorama Theatre on December 17, 1978, Four local art-
ists were headlined for the program which was played on a Rodgers or-
gan, owned by Marius Roberts, one of the featured artists.

For the cover of their printed concert program, the Society used the
elaborate mail envelope cover of The Console which was designed by
Geoffrey Paterson and used to send out each issue of the paper until the
postage and printing costs forced abandonment ~pE———————————
of such extras. The envelope drawing has been { :
used by numercus clubs for similar program cov-
ers and other decorative schemes for various or-
ganizational events, It was originally printed

in red and black. February,
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ACCEPTANCE —1In recognition, and acceptance of the do-
nation of the former BBC five-manual Moller pipe organ,
19/'9“_'! City of Pasadena officials presented the above resclution

| to ?.IB. Nethercutt at a special ceremony January 23rd.




STILL WRONGLY ACCUSED: '

Once again, The Console has been accused of misrepresenting the Fleet resignation
fiasco. This time the attack was made by National Board Member Judd Waltbn who told
members attending a meeting of Nor—Ca{ Chapter ATOS that "that other magazine" did
not present correct facts and that he would have copies of the board minutes at a later
date for their perusal.

The Console suggests that what appears in the minutes will be prim and proper, but it
is also suggested that most of the "ground werk” for the meeting was done long before
the session got under way and that Walton's talk is merely more whitewash, People who
endeavor to think fcr themselves are not so naive that they must consider the fact that
The Console does not make up stories, unless it is go stated in individual articles.

To illustrate that what appears in the minutes is not the entire picture, The Console
Editor, in the presence of witnesses, was told that on the night of the board meeting at
which Sandy Fleet resigned, one director called another and asked him if he would be
attending the session. The conversation was cut short when the first director said he
would have to hang up because Fleet was then walking in the room—-and added, hastily,
that the other director should be there because "we're going to dump Sandy tonight'! If
any more proof is needed to show that cut and dried plans had been taken care of prior
to the session, there are several other instances that can be cited.

"It has also been reliably reported that Walton was distressed over the Fleet resigna-
tion. It will be interesting to see if the minutes of this particular meeting contain any
objections entered by Mr. Walton,

Once again, it must be reiterated that all news is published as it is received. The re-
port on Judd wWalten came from a Nor-Cal member who wishes to see ATOS members
regain control of their club and vote direct for officials, including the president; the
Fleet resignation statement was published verbatim from a typewritten, signed papey, giv-
en to the Editer by Preston M, Fleet; 'the incident illustrating that much of what trans-
pires in any given action——in this case the telephone call from one director to another—
\lv%STWFEESG—?'SHL%ﬁECoéljum"? u]la? for publication.
k HE EDITOR  —
Editor, The Console:

I have been a subscriber of The Console since 1965, and [ was a member of the ATOS
until 1971, 1 left the organization because I felt that too much time was being spent on
politics, and not enough on promoting the theatre organ to the public-at-large, I do not
usually involve myself in politics because I know that politicians are, for the most part,
basically corrupters of worthwhile causes, However, I can't remain silent in the face of
the ATOS's recent move in forcing Sandy Fleet's resignation,

I do not know Mr. Fleet personally, and I have heard the pros and cons regarding his
personality. The important fact here is that he obviously had some fresh ideas for pro-
moting the theatre organ. Perhaps many of those involved with theatre crgans do not re-
alize it, but the theatre organ is virtually a "non-instrument”. Now, my parents and
grandparents knew what it was, although they didn't recognize the difference between
theatre organs and church organs, but those in my generation are for the most part ignor-
ant of its existance (I'm 26). You don't see theatre organ cencerts at the Music Center
in Los Angeles, or Carnegie Hall in New York City, you seldom hear performances on
the radio (and I'm speaking of programs directed to ‘general audiences, and there is
little, if any press coverage of the instrument,

I guess what I'm getting at is that nobody is trying to preserve the audience demand
for the theatre organ. Tell me what good it does to restore a theatré organ if nobody
wants to hear it? Now [ realize that there are a lot of people who are interested in the
instrument here in 1979, but how many will there be in 19987 Damn few, I would say.
Most of today's younger generation are being weaned on electronic instruments which
bear little resemblance to a theatre pipe organ. How can you appreciate something if
you've never been exposed to it? Obviously, you can't. So who is to blame?

It appears to me that the American Theatre Organ Society is to blame, Somewhere
along the way, the lofty goals of that organization have been laid aside in favor of in-
action and money-making. The American Theatre Organ Society has done absolutely
nothing to promote the theatre crgan to those who are unaware of its existance. They
have done ncthing to elevate it in the eys of the musical world from its current status as
gloridied merry-go-round organ, a "Musical Cddity" They have done nothing to pro-
mote jobs and employment for those whe want to seek a living by playing theatre organs

Show me one program the ATOS has devised for accomplishing any of the above,
Show me any programs. All 1 can see is a large central body of Individuals, cloaked in

secrecy, which produces an overly expensive magazine designed to satisfy those who

_
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The International Theatre Organ Society Pub-
lishers prepare and distribute monthly The Con-
sole, a totally independent publication, in the
interest of theatres and organs. It is dedicated
to the preservation of theatres and their organs,
and reports internationally news of all types of
organs — pipe, pump, electronic, theatre and
classical.

The Console provides equal space to all organi-
zations in the interest of bringing to its readers
as complete news coverage as possible. Photo-
graphs, drawings, organ catalogues, theatre pro-
grams, technical articles, both contemporary and
nostalgic are earnestly solicited. Address all ma-
terial to: The Console, P.O. Box 744-C, Pasadena,
Calif. 91104. Telephone: 1-(213) 794-7782.

Subscriptions United States and Canada,
$12.00 annually (temparary), via first class;
United States, Canada and Overseas, $9.00 via
second class. Air mail rates for overseas delivery
will be furnished upon request.

Please make Checks or Money Orders payable
to: THE CONSOLE. Payment from Canada or
Overseas must be on an international money
order made out in U.S. funds to forestall conver-
sion or service charges due to rate of exchange.

Single copies of any issue in print, 80 cents
each, postpaid.

Renewals, inquiries and changes of address
should be addressed to: THE CONSOLE, Preston
J. Kaufmann, Circulations Director, P.0. Box
744-C, Pasadena, Calif. 91104.

Display Advertising Rate Cards sent upon re-
quest, Address all inquiries to: Roger Adams,
Advertising Director, P.0. Box 744-C, Pasadena,
Calif, 91104.

Office of the publication is 1385 North Michigan
Avenue, Pasadena, California 91104,

ISP / 423630
Secon( Class Postagl@ Paid at Pasgdena,
B California
STAFF
Editor oo mensnsnanssssesgzeaTom: B'hend
British Editor ._........... _.lan Dalgliesh
New York Ciphers ... ... R. U. Rank

Special Features ...
Columnist .. ..............

...Dr. Ed Mullins
<eeee-....Lorraine Humpmuster

wonder what they are getting for their money. The central body is unresponsive and un-

It is a sad state of affairs when politics comes between honest
people and their goals, but it has happened in this case. Clearly,
either ATOS must quickly change their priorities, and tighten up
the organizational structure, or another organization must be form
ed to accomplish the long neglected task of bringing the theatre
organ into the public eye, to assume the status of a respectable
instrument, along with its classical ancestors. To do any less is
to allow the instrument to fade into obscurity with the genera-
tions that enjoyed it in its Golden Era.

Very sincerely, /s/ Greg Rister
(Ecitcr's Note: —Greg Rister is no newcomer to the theatre crgan
world. He has been associated in almost every phase of the hobbyj
including ownership of a theatre pipe organ in his parent's home,
and he is an accomplished theatre organist. He recently record-
ed the San Gabriel Civic Wurlitzer and has produced an excellen
album "Contemporary Wurlitzer" in which is included a composiH
tion of his own. He is«c currentl?r gttending e
law school and plans to enter the profes- §
sion and, it is understood, continue his in-
terest in theatre organ. These brief facts
about him are cited to permit readers to
draw their own conclussions about his quali
fications for writing about ATOS),

concerned with the future of the theatre crgan,

apolis.

February, 1979
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BILL FLOYD

available for

CONCERTS ;%:\
Past experience at Para- 22?—2?31'
mount Theatres at Times =
Square, N.Y.; Brooklyn,
N.Y.; Staten Island; Paris;
Middletown; and Minne-

P.O. Box 29905, Richmond, VA 23229
(804) 266-8953
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