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AMTRAK TRIP CONTRACT _S1GNED

DAY OF CONVENTION ACTIVITiES;
GERHART OFFERS TO FLY FROM ROME TO
APPEAR AT WILTERN KIMBALL FOR MEET

ATOS convention efficials announced this mo

again-off-again" dealings with Amtrak were switched onto the
right track and a contract has been signed to take conventioners

to San Diege and back for the day-long events i
town via 'the steam cars' (now deisel, of course
nal contract signing, there had been periods of
uncertainty when Amtrak officials did not seem
too cocperative. However, ATOS officials
were able to bring about successful conclusion
and make the train trip arrangments,
*¥Gerhart Offers To Play Kimball*

Ramona Gerhart, well known to California
organ enthusiasts, and having great popularity
throughout the U.S,, has agreed to fly from
Rome to play the Wiltern Kimball organ for
the convention, Her offer has been accepted.

Each summer she and her husband travel ex-
tensively on their boat, which will be in Medi-
terranean waters when the convention opens, |
thus necessitating the flight to Los Angeles from
Rome,

Other artists have already confirmed their
acceptance for concert dates, One popular or-
ganist, Hector Oliver, declined stating he has
been featured in many past conventions and is
not available, The Iineup of artists will be
announced next menth, it was indicated by the
convention committee,

THEATRES [N
COLOR — Front cover,

THE CROWN, Pasadena, is
currently clesed but has
been leased recently to the
owners of several restaurant
locations, They have not ben -‘oi\
released what plans have T
been made for the theatre, but have indicated
willingness to talk about permitting the 1979
convention to use the house and its 3m/11r
Wurlitzer Ho c—I]ones Unit Orchestra that was
installed in F92 and has remained untouched
except for the installation of a trumpet rank by
Geoerge Wright when he played several con-
certs at the theatre,

THE WILTERN, opposite page, is shown in its
almost never seen colors and very artistic silver
and pastel colored asbestos fire curtain, When
sun-gun lights were used to film the house, the
great variety of colors were noted for the first
time by theatre organ buffs,

SHRINE CIVIC AUDITORIUM, back cover, is
the nation's largest theatre and has a 78-rank
Moller concert straight organ that once put the
cowboys and indians through their paces when
the huge structure was leased and operated as a
motion picture theatre. More information is
published in the caption on the back cover.

ANOTHER BI1G DONATION FOR
LA TOS FUTURE WURLITZER

There is definitely a fancy Wurlitzer forecast
in the future of the Los Angeles Theatre Organ
Society! The club was given a donation of
$5,000 by Robert Power, immediate past chair-
man, and the additienal largess swells the club
theatre organ purchase fund to well over a tot-
al of $40,00C0.

Receipt of the donation was announced b
LATOS Chairman Mike Ohman at the benefit
concert for the Ledwon organ rebuilding fund
which was sponscred by a group of LATOS
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' PiPE ORGAN DISMANTLED AND SAVED FROM
RAMONA

FLOOD DAMAGE BY CREW OF |5 VOLUNTEERS

Torrential rains and heavy runoff waters following the storm
January 11 in the Twin Falls, Idaho area caused basement flood-
ing and sewer back-up and sent Organ Owner Gecrge D. Brown
running for the telephone when he saw water pouring into his or-
gan chambers, He called the tclevision station where he works
and 15 fellow e ,loyees volunteered their help to remove the
pipework, chests, and other components, The organ, a twe-man-

ine-rank Geneva Smith was playing on seven ranks at the
time the flood hit and within one and cne-half
hours the volunteer crew had dismantled and
removed the instrument from its basement loca-
tion.

Brown noted that cables were hastily cut and
the windline, which was easily taken apart, was
hauled upstairs and stored wherever room could
be found. The chests were saved from water
damage although by the time the last parts were

nth that the "on=-

n the seaport
). Prior_to_the fi=

“MONTHL

' Stockton, operated by Fox West Coast Thea~

PUBLISHEDEZS y removed tlgle water had flooded ning inches in
depth, umps were brought in and put to work
¥ 'WHEREVER ORGANS ARE PLAYED AND HEARD, THE CONSOLE IS_I_UIJ ) removing flODd water,
VCLUME 17 NUMBER 1 The large playroom area in the basement was
ruined, especially a large red carpet that was

A Recerd Of Events For The Month
’ Of January, 1979 T

totally soaked.
to a new home he is planning.

he organ will eventually go in-

LEROY LEWIS,TED CAWPBELL TO LEAVE FOR PANAMA THIS

MONTH TO ERECT FAMED WURLI

RESIGNS FROM LIGHTHOUSE INN; WILL
OPEN AT CONLEYS IN PITT, ON RETURN

Leroy Lewis and Ted Campbell return to
Panama this month to re-erect the famous
Wurlitzer they set up in the fermer Hilton
Hotel. The three-manual organ has been
purchased by Hotel El Continental, across

the street frem its eriginal Panamcnicn lo- |

catien. "Ted Campbell and I will pass it

every day-—just as we passed the El Cont-
inental every day while we were installing
the organ,"Lewis told The Conscle. "The

latter hotel was then under construction,"he  :

added.

Lewis has resigned as organist at the well
known Lighthouse Inn after a 23-year stint
there. "I guess it was my favorite job of
all," he explained."After 23 years, a long
tenure for anyone, I can assure you it was
not easy.

"Before leaving for Panama this month,
the Lighthouse Inn organ will be shipped to
Pittsburgh and I plan to open there sometim
in March, depending on my return from the
job in Panama. "Godzilla'} the Lighthouse
organ will be stored until then," he added.

*¥Extensive Project¥
Lewis noted that the new El Continental
(Continued cn Page 2

GROUP ORGANIZING TO SAVE
FORMER FOX STOCKTON HOUSE

A news item released over the local tele-
visien station in Stockton disclosed the the
Fox Theatre, correct name "California", is
to be demolished for a parking lot, The im-
posiitg Spanish type structure has a tower on
the facade. The theatre seating capacity is
about 2, 160, according to old records that
are available, It was a former chain house,
News of the impending demolition has spurr-
ed into action a group of interested citizens
who will start a campa’gn to try and save

IN ANOTHER HOTEL

- WATCH THOSE CHECKS -

i=  Organists who sell recordings to
mail order customers would do
well to make sure checks have
completely cleared banks before -
shipping merchandise, That :
warning came this menth from
Ann Leaf, famed west coast or-
ganist,

The artist reported receiving
a check and order for three re-
cord albums from a William
Davis, 400 So, Dassar, Sugar
Creek, Missouri 64054, wko
noted on his order that he was
not an organ buff but was just
starting to collect pipe organ
albums, Miss Leaf sent the
three records, put his check in
for depesit and some time later
it was returned with the notation :
the account had been clcsed! :

In the future the plans to hold :
the merchandise until the bank
notifies her that checks have
been honored

-
Ty R T L STy h

"PROPOSED SALE OF |
RICHVOND HOUSE BARES
IRE OVER ORGAN REMOVAL

RICHMOND, VA, --Organ enthusiasts
here are still angry over the quickand
quiet removal of Loew's Richmend
Theatre's 3m/13r Wurlitzer by Ray
Brubacher, former ATOS scribe, and
Tommy Landmm, recently appointed
to take over as ATOS prexy after the
resignation of Sandy Fleet. The two
reportedly breezed 1nto downtown
Richmond, dismantled, packed and
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the theatre for a performing arts center, ac
cording to Ray Wilson

It was opened during the late 1920s and
was the leading showcase in the City of r

members. The club could not present such a
benefit due to the non-profit status under which
it is operated. Ohman also intreduced the don-T
er, who was given a rousing round wf apr__

tres until recent years when the chain be- :
gan a program of retrenchment and started |
closing many of their theatres, !

moved the instrument to Washington,
D.C. several years ago. The organ
was donated by Loew's cstensibly to
be erected in the National Film In-
stitute's theatre for silent film ac-
companiment. For some undisclosed
reason, it was never installed. Loew's,
so a report states, was given a tax
write-off of around $80, 000 for mak-

plause fer this additien to the fund.

The denation specifically states the
money will be used to acquire a Wurlit
zer theatre organ instrument in the nam
of the Society, and to aid in the install
ation of the organ when it has been pur
chased.

SEE
P, 12

MINING TOWN OPERA HOUSES
LOOKING FOR PIPE QRGANS

~~ Continued on Page 4

January, 1979



Lance Luce
... excellent young artist
Bl ke ot o S S R A e T

YOUNG CONCERT ARTIST
BUILDS CONCERT FAVE

by Richard Sklenar

Lance Luce's stint at Radio City
Music Hall last November was not
his first concert for an ATOS club.
Last June Chicago Area Chapter pre-
sented the young Detroit artist in his
debut concert which was played at
Downers Grove on the 3m/10r Wur-
litzer.

The program was well balanced,
ranging from ballads like "Send In
The Clowns" to "Dance of the Com-+
edians" frcm an opera, to skate tem-
po, novelties like "Five Foot Two",
Lance included his arrangement of
"Summertime" with which he had
won the Yamaha National Competi-
tion,

In addition to his solo playing, he
accompanied live stage acts of Ma=
gician and puppeteer John Shirley.

The playing was clean, rythmic,
and spontaneous sounding and the
artist was relexed in talking to the
audience and knew what he wanted
to say, both in his music and his
words, All these factors bode well
for other theatre organ audiences.

Lance Luce has a goed grasp of the

'theatre! and 'organ' components of

what "theatre organ" should be.
Chicago Area Chapterhas long fel

an obligation to promote new talcnt.[

Walter Strony made his debut in con~

cert for CATOE, Lance Luce will

robably kee th adition, Oth~
Ers,likeYMih\?aﬁ ee'?; e::r1 ]Pgtta

will possibly follow clese behind.

CLASSIC ORGAN MAY COME
OUT OF CROWN THEATRE

Dr, Prentiss Knowlton, electronic
genius, who installed his computer
classic organ in the righthand box
area of the Crown Theatre last year,
may dismantle the instrument and
move it to another location, The
organ was to have been part of the
programming under Bruce Barkis
when he refurbished the Pasadena,
Calif, , house but failed to get it in

'NEGOTIATIONS PROGRESSING FOR

E OF LA ORPHEUM WURLITZER

Los Angeles '79 Convention officials
held a meeting early this month with the
heads of the Nfetropolitan Theatre circuit,
operators of the large downtcwn Crpheum
Theatre and have indicated that negotia-
tions for the use of the Style 240, 3m/13r Wurlitzer
organ during the coming convention, plus future
chapter concert meetings is progressing to a suc-
cessful conclusion. Theatre officials said they are
willing to lease the house on the same basis as oth-
er locations are made available to convention pro-
grammers, Originally it was understood the chain
would ask an astronomically high price to use the
theatre for one convention concert.

Details were not disclosed pending final arrange-
ments and signing of a centract,

LOEW!S RICHMOND ORGAN REMOVAL
——continued from page 3
ing the donation and the Institute put the Wurli tzer
up for sale last year with bid: being accepted over
$20,000. '

The ire of organ buffs came to light recently, ¢ 1}
January 16th to be exact, when it was disclosed in
the Richmond Times Dispatch that the Richmond
Symphoeny is negotiating to buy Leew's Richmoend
Theatre, one of the Eberson atmospheric houses.

The news item prompted one buff to disclose to
The Console that "of course everyone knows the
Whurlitzer was removed several years ago, No one
in Richmond was told about the availability of the
organ, and it was not learned that the instrument
would be removed. Ray Brubacher and Tom Lan-
| drum removed the organ one weekend to Washing-
ton, D, C., where it sat in the basement of the big
Kennedy Center,

"The National Film Institute decided it couldn't
be used and moved the organ to a warchouse in
nearby Alexandria, where it sat for months. Now it
is gone and no one appears to know just where.

"For all the removal activity, the only thing that
has really lost anything was Loew's Richmond; 2
really sad ending for a fine organ.

"No one is saying that had not the various ATOS
members been involved in this, the organ would
still have been there. But at least ATOS would not
have this on their record.

Richmond buffs reported, as a sidelight, that
they have heard Landrum has been in the hospital |
for ‘an operation for double hernia, which apparent

US

The rumor has not been verified,

COMMITTEE OF CONCERNED ATOS MEMBERS
RELEASES LETTER ABOUT ATCS OPERATIONS

ton, D, C., on which is printed the news item that
appeared in The Console containing the Fleet re-
signation statement, and the Theatre Organ notice
rezarding the official version of the change of offi
cers, was received at The Console office late this
month. The letter is not identified but questions
the conflict in the resignation statements that ap-
peared in both publications and suggests that all is

ly developed after he carried out Loew's Wurlizer.|

An annonymous letter distributed from Washing=|....

not 'kosher! in ATCS, and that perhaps it is time

The International Theatre Organ Society Pub-
lishers prepare and distribute monthly The Con-
sole, a totally independent publication, in the
interest of theatres and organs. It is dedicated
lo the preservation of theatres and their organs,
and reports internationally news of all types of
organs - pipe, pump, electronic, theatre and
classical.

The Console provides equal space to all organi-
zations in the interest of bringing to its readers
as complete news coverage as possible. Photo-
graphs, drawings, organ catalogues, theatre pro-
grams, technical articles, both contemporary and
nostalgic are earnestly solicited. Address all ma-
terial to: The Console, P.O. Box 744-C, Pasadena,
Calif. 91104. Telephone: 1-(213) 794-7782.

Subscriptions United States and Canada,
$12.00 annually (temporary), via first class;
United States, Canada and Overseas, $9.00 via
second class. Air mail rates for overseas delivery
will be furnished upon request.

Please make Checks or Money Orders payable
to: THE CONSOLE., Payment from Canada or
Overseas must be on an international money
order made out in U.S. funds to forestall conver-
sion or service charges due to rate of exchange.

Single copies of any issue in print, 80 cents
each, postpaid.

Renewals, inquiries and changes of address
should be addressed to: THE CONSOLE, Preston
J. Kaufmann, Circulations Director, P.0. Box
744-C, Pasadena, Calif. 91104.

Display Advertising Rate Cards sent upon re-
quest. Address all inquiries to: Roger Adams,
Advertising Director, P.O. Box 744-C, Pasadena,
Calif. 91104.

Office of the publication is 1385 North Michigan
Avenue, Pasadena, California 91104.

(USPS 423630)
Second Class Postage Paid at Pasadena,
California

STAFF
EdItor: .o
British Editor .....
New York Ciphers
Special Features ..
Columnist ........

....... Tom B'’hend
Jlan Dalgliesh
.....R. U. Rank

AAAAAAAAA Dr. Ed Mullins
Lorraine Humpmuster

for the "membership to be-|
come involved again,"Let's
return control of our organi-
zation to the membership,
away from the grasp of our
current in-bred National
Board of Directors..."

The letter asks members
to join in helping to elect
a new majerity to the nat-
ional board, but fails to lis
an address where more in-
formation can be obtained
regarding the move toef-
fect any type of change in
the current board. It does

shew members are thinking!

operation,

JOHN STEELE

NOW AVAILABLE
PIPE ORGAN CONCERTS

143-107 Riverview

Neptune, New Jersey 07753
201-988-7747, after 10 p.m.
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APPRECIATED—RBill Breuer, left, owner of the California chain of
Captain's Galley Pizza and Pipes restaurants along the Bay area penin-
sula, south of San Francisco, was recently presented with the Northern
California (Nor-Cal) Chapter, American Theatre Organ Society Award
pf Appreciation. It is presented to persons who have made outstanding
contributions to the preservation of theatre pipe organs and their mus-
ic. Breuer is respected throughout the United States for the consistent-
ly high quality of his pipe organ installations. Rcbert R, Baese, whois
sKown with Breuer, made the award. He was the 1978 chapter presi-
dent. —-Don Creswell Photo

{IN HERE THERE'S AN ANSWER TO THE CUESTION-—

WHAT DO PIPE ORGAN CLUBS HAVE [N
ICOMMON WITH FLYING CLUBS?

| Right now, the answer is, "not much.," But if one of our
!readers had his way, the answer could change in the near fu-

| ture to "quite a bit!"

| According to the information sent in, flying clubs typically

| are non-prcfit corporations which own the aircraft their mem-
! bers fly, Members join by buying stock in the corperation,

' and leave by selling their stock to new members. Generally,

{ the money collected from steck sale gces to buy the airplanes,
and somewhere between ten and twenty stockho‘{ders share the
cost of a single airplane.

So far, there are few if any non-profit corporations owning
theatre pipe organs where the stockholders play the ergan for
their own educatien and recreation. But there are literally
{hundreds of flying clubs of this type scattered throughout the
{ United States.

In addition to buying airplanes, flying club stockholders buy
insurance, rent apron space for tie downs, pay for depreciation,
repair, maintenance, boekkeeping, dispatching, scheduling, tele
phone, etc, These expenses are paid fer by the members on a
monthly, quarterly or annual basis, A shared pipe crgan would
have to be located in a studio, unused small church or theatre,

|or suitable commercial building in a central location easily

accessible to the members, and similar types of expenses woulc
be incurred. Stockholders are billed for these expenses wheth-
er or not they fly the airplanes, and the same would be true in
the case of the pipe organ.

Members of flying clubs also pay for the actual time the
aircraft is operated, During operation, the revolutions of the
engine are metered, and the number 1s equivalent to the ap-
proximate flight time, The pilot records the meter readings
on a voucher as he enters and leaves the aircraft, and turns in
the signed voucher at the end of each flight for billing purpes-
es. In a similar manner, the actual cost of operating a shared
pipe organ would be billed to the member user, and this money
would be used to pay for heating, air conditioning, lighting, etc

If ten to twenty stockhelders could share in the use of a
single theatre pipe crgan, our reader estimates that the cest of
stock would be $3,000 to $6,000 for a 3m/2Cr to 4m/30r or-
éan.in 4,000 to 8 000 s._aare feet of tall building space (at

alifornia real estate prices). The annual fixed charges may
be $300 to $600 per member and the hourly cecsts in range
from $2 to $3.

If any of our other readers in the Southern California area
are interested in forming a theatre organ activi% such as this,
as charter members, please write Theatre Pipe Organ Club,
c/o The Console, P.O.Box 744-C, Pasadena, Calif, 91104,
The information will be forwarded to the interested parties.

If enough are interested, then a theatre organ-owning greup
may be started.

Ray Bohr Concert Set
Ray Bohr, chief organist at Radio City Music

Hall, will be the featured artist at the March
25th concert program sponscred by New Yerk
Theatre Organ Society, it was announced this
month. The date was set previously but an art-
ist was not named. Lorraine Humpmuster, col-
umnist for The Console, suggested that Bohr be
selected as the artist when she learned that the
Music Hall would be the setting for another show
sponsored by the local organ scciety. She noted
that Bohr knows the organ better than any other
artist

film,

BJANVAID)
HAMILTON
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International
Concert Artist

ranks.
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For concert dates,
contact at
1560 No. Sandburg Terrace

Apt. 3108
Chicago. lllinois 60610
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Berkeley sans the 32 ft, Diaphcnes.
remained in the theatre, and some believed it was still there at the
present time,
gan man inspected the premises several years ago and was told by an
old stagehand that the pipes had been hauled out and cut up for fire

SHERMAN-CLAY STARTING ORGAN CLUB AT WITSHIRE STOR

Sherman-Clay's main Los Angeles store will launch a new organ club for the home,
hobby organist te be based at the new recital hall in the Wilshire Boulevard store, The
first meeting of the club is set for February 12th at 7:30pm,

Facilities of the new hall have been effered free of charge,but membership will be
limited due to the size of the new auditerium, The first meeting will feature Rod
Skelding at the censole of the new electronic Kimball ergan accompanying a silent

Each meeting will be geared to the home erganist with playing tips from Sherman-
Clay's resident consultant, Jack Grant. Members will be invited te play and an "Or-
anist of the Month" award is to be presented to a selected member. Celebrity guests
or special membership entertainment are to be scheduled at different meetings.
There interested are invited to call Rod Skelding or Jack Grant at (213) 387-7201
to make a reservation for February 12th.

| OLD "TIRED AND DIRTY" COMING DOWN IN OAKLAND

One of Oakland,California's leading silent motion picture theatres,
the T & D is being demolished to make way fer a new entire city bloc
complex to be called the Hong Kong Center.
ed with one of Wurlitzer's two and one-half manual pipe organs of 15

The theatre was equipp

The instrument was later moved to the new United Artists in
This rank was supposed to have

However, Jack Bethards, well-known San Francisco or-

Steve Levin, organ buff and immediate past president of the Thea-
tre Historical Society, has the organ in storage in San Francsico. It
is Opus 99, a Style 35, which he is restoring for future use.

The name "Tired and Dirty" was tacked
onto the theatre in recent years when the filn
policy was switched from regular feature film
programs to pernographic fare. A smaller
porny theatre was also added to the main

(312) 944-3833

floor to attract mere customers.



ian Dalgliesh
n=Lovering the UK.

Another year begins, And rather chilly, weatherwise,
too, It started off with the country ankle deep in frozen
snow., You can keep it, It may look pretty to some, but
not to me!

On the other hand, theatre organ outlook is definitely
brighter, Apart from the Fats Waller LP and Robinson -
Cleaver LP due, we have a Sidney Torch album from E! |
of vintage material, and a delightful surprise of French
origin—Tommy Desserre at the organ of the Gaumont
Palace Paris. He was the longest serving name connected
with France's most famous theatre organ, a British 4m/1&
Christie, It's in storage now and is slated for a cinema
museum. Judging from what [ have heard, this IP is a
re-hash of one Desserre recorded back possibly in the late

1950s.
It's the second reissue of an LP featuring the Christie.

A couple of years ago Cilbert Leroy, who followed Tommy
into the Paris Palace, had a reissue to cash in on the pub-
licity of the organ and citema coming down, alas, I'll
try to review these LPs as I know many of you are interestt
ed in such unusual issues,

Meanwhile, Reginald Dixon finished off the year with
yet another 1P made on the BBC theatre organ up in Ma -
chester. The clever "Dicks" amongst you will known that
this started life as the original Blackpool Tower organ (s

HOLL

|

YWOOD ORGAN TEACHER King Joslyn playing the Les Rawle 3m/-

19r Wurlitzer at Northolt. King usually visits each Christmas in London.

-— Ian Dalgliesh Photo

a 2m/10r). In 1934 it was hauled up the road and enlarged and
stuck in the even larger Empress Ballroom until it was sold to the
BBC. An interesting note about the same ballroom——for a few
seasons they have been honking a Hammond and now there are
mours which hint that those cver-the-bandstage-chambers may
house another 3/13 Wurlitzer, Namely the one across the passage
way, just a few feet away in the huge Opera House vaudeville
theatre. Her it has been neglected although looked after. Lyn
Larsen and Dennis James have played concerts here,

*#Doreen Chadwick Great Star¥

cxtra well,

¥Big Event Of This Year— At Last! *
W hat will probably prove to be the big event of this year will be

ru lat long, long, long last---the opening of the Cinema Organ Society

ondon organ, the celebrated Style 270 Special 4m/21r Wurlitzer
hat once was played by our greatest organist, the late Quentin
aclean, when it rerided in the 3,500-seat Trocadero Theatre at
Elephant and Castle in Southeast London, This was and still should
rove to be the finest Wurlitzer organ in London, It had a wonder-
ul home in the "Troc" as the huge theatre was called because the

The Rank Leisure Services held a concert at their flagship, The [ornate spaciousness of the cavernous cinema permitted the organ to

Odeon Cinema Leicester Square, London on January 7, starring
Dorecn Chadwick with two other organists who made short appear
ances—Peggy Webber and George Welling.

As 1 was unable to attend this interesting concert, a friend of
mine from Hollywood, Calif, , Don Wallace, of "Pipes on Parade"
radio fame will review this for us.

A presentation was made on behalf of the TCC by Eric Atkin to
Miss Chadwick. TCC members have elected her "Patron Organist'
of the year. She well deserves this.

To return to Don Wallace, He and his friend King Joslyn did a

great deal in re-activating the Los Angeles Chapter of ATOS some

years ago. Of course Don has run his popular radio theatre organ
show for seme years now and has produced records, tco. Both the
men adore London and come over each year—and at a most grue-
some time, too. Christmas! They love white Christmases, etc. ,
pantomimes, and cram as many theatre trips as they can. I don't
mean 'gawking' at the decor, either. I mean going to the vast
number of live theatres that London has,

The two always visit the famous Rawle family and catch up on
all the latest organ gossip.

*Farnous American Organists Going British*

The line-up of ATOS concerts here should keep those seats
packed this year, April 1st Ashley Miller—at long last! He has
been heard on radio here more than most American organists due
to tracks played from his simply fantastic and brilliant Radio City
LPs which are aired on Robin Richmond's weekly BBC show, Per-

haps two of your greatest are Miller and George Wright; the latter,

named artist will play the "Terch Special Wurlitzer' again on
May 27th, The State was packed for his first show in '78 and I
can't see fans wanting to miss him this time. Maria Kumagai is
inked for the State August 27th. She was reported as playing a
fantastic concert at Manchester's Free Trade Hall during the big
organ festival, so there is great interest there,

Finally, Gaylord Carter plays the State cn September 16th, He
played in London years ago, but only on a private trip, I believe.

On November 2‘§th the chapter ho{,ds its "Young Organist of the
Year" competition again., So they are happy with that line-up.
All lovers of the American style of theatre organ playing will ap-
preciate just what the local chapter are doing or should %e.

Trevor Bolshaw has told me that he en- :
joyed himself playing the "Miighty Mo" at
the Fox Atlanta convention, and a friend
said that he did a good job, just as several
others of you have as well, despite not

ing out unimpeded.
Maclean's records and broadcasts were legendary, and from time
o time other great organists have played the instrument, It has

taken COS years and years to finish this re-installation in the Edric

all of the Borough Polytechnic School, which, happily, is near its
old home. The "Troc" site is now being partially occupied by a
ghastly concrete skyscraper and grisly looking new, small Odeon
cinema.,

William Davies will be giving the opening recitals on Jan, 28th
at 2:30 and 7:30pm as seating is limited in this college hall, So
once again London will get its biggest Wurlitzer back again after
such a ﬁong wait, [ hope to give you the "low down} as they used
to say in all those corny gangster films, about the new installation.

That's all from me, ., and so over to Don Wallace for a review
of Doreen Chadwick and guests at the Odeon Duchess:

ANNUAL LONDON REPORT by Don Wallace
Despite extremely cold, freezing, and blizzardy London weather,
the reception accorded an American (Continued on Page9)

Thg Yopesivonal Touch Is Found

* “off the keyboards

An Officiol Los Angeles Profeasions! Orgonists Club Publicetion

The only organ magazine with a complete
monthly Calendar of all local organ events.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION, 12 ISSUES FOR $6.

Check or M.0. payable to L.A.P.0.C., mail to:

MAVIS JONES
4610 Cedros Ave.
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having :mir time in which to get to know January,
a

that very large organ. So I think he did !

Sherman Qaks, CA 91403




Del Castillo. ... His music benefits
private cencert for LedwonOrgan Fund
i e e L S B ok kst o St

NON PROFIT STATUS OF LATOS
PREVENTS GIVING BENEFIT SHOW

An announced benefit program at the Wiltern Thea-
tre by Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society for the John
Ledwon Fund had to be changed quickly to sponsorship
by a private group on January 21st. The change came
about when one of the charter members, who helped
obtain the non profit status for the club,noted the ad-
vertisement sent to all members.

| SUPERB VOLUME ON SAN SYLMAR PUBL ISHED

Ever since it was opened, visitors to San Sylmar Museurn have experienc-
ed difficulty describing the unique antique auto/musical instrument treasure
house to others, About the most detailed descriptive comment was simply,
"You have to see it to believe it!"

Now it is possible to understand what the comment means—all the var-
jous treasures, from cars to clocks, with the tremendous musical collection
in between—-by viewing the 278 pages of "San Sylmar! a beaut!fully bound
all-color volume displaying what the museum holds.

Printed on heavy grade coated paper, the volume represents every facet of
what the public sees when they tour the magnificent structure. The binding
{and cover are works of art, with San Sylmar's main entrance bronze docrs
‘embossed in metallic bronze, The color work is excellent and enhances
ieach of the treasured items shown, This volume, like everything else at
{San Sylmar is the finest that can be produced. To complete the book, a
seven-inch longplay 33-1/3rpm recording, "The Sounds of San Sylmar" s
enclosed on the inside back cover, It is narrated by Byron Matson, who is
head of the daily tour groups visiting San Sylmar.

The book is available from Merle Norman Company, 15180 Bledsoe St.
Sylmar, California 91342, The price is $35, all taxes and shipping costs
included.

DICK SMITH TO PLAY AT SOUTH HILLS THEATRE

Pittsburgh Area Theatre Organ Society will present Dick Smith in concert
at the South Hills Theatre on March 13, 8p. m. Advance mail order sale of
tickets is $4 per person, $5 at the door. Mail order tickets are available by
sending a check or money order with stamped, self-addressed envelope to:
PATOS, 5356 Overland Trail, Pittsburgh,Penna, 15236.

DUAL CONCERTS BY TY WOODWARD AT LOYCLA

Ty Wecdward, young Southern California concert crganist will present
two programs at Loyola Marymount College. The first, an all-classic pro-
gram will be played on the chapel organ at 3pm, Suncay, February 18th.

The second concert features Woodward at the console of the Wurlitzer
theatre pipe organ in St, Roberts Hall on Friday evening, March 2nd at 8:30.
He will be the first to play the instrument since installation of the new multi-
plex relay system which is currently being added to the instrument,

Admission to each concert is $2.

On March 11th, Woodward will present another classical concert on the
three-manual, 50-rank Schlicker organ in St, Marks Episcopal Church, in
Glendale,Calif. A free will offering will be taken.

GAYLORD CARTER IN SILENT FILM SHOW AT SAN GABRIEL, CALIF,

He advised that as commendable an idea as the ben-] Gaylord Carter returns to San Gabriel Civic Auditorium, Saturday night,

efit was, the Society could lose its tax exempt status
by collecting funds as a non-profit organization and

February 10th to accompany a Buster Keaton silent film, Title of the feat-
ure and admission prices were not announced at press time,

turning them over to a private individual or group. The|pRTISH RADIO STILL HEAVY WITH THEATRE ORGAN PROGRAMS

City Attorney's office confirmed the ruling., Donations

to educational benefits, etc, ,are permitted.

! Theatre organ music via BBC Radio continues fairly heavy, according to

To keep within the law
it was announced at the
start of the program that
the benefit was being spon
sored by a group of mem-
bers.

Del Castillo played a
regular concert show con-
sisting of pop tunes, mar-
ches, show tunes, ballads
and his own inimatable
novelty numbers.

In addition to playing
the show,' Del' contribut-
ed his [ee te the Ledwon
Organ Fund.

Although attendance at
this concert, similar to
others in recent months,
was very light considering
to total mmembership, the
amount raised for the
Ledwon Organ Fund was
over $1,000, it was an-
nounced.

In the realm of rovelty
presentation, Del display-
ed his expertise to con-
clude the concert. He
asked anyone in the aud-
ience to suggest titles for
on-the-spot compcesed se~
lections, Two were giv-
en and he proceeded to
produce creditable tunes.

It was also noted at this
concert that the big Kim-
ball was in excellent tune
Mike Ohman, who headed
the tuning chore said the
only rank that didn't get
attention was the Kinura;|
Del Used it extensively! !

JUNC

WHEN ONLY

$ 743 McHENRY AVE. -
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SHEA'S BUFFALO THEATRE

WE HAVE BEEN APPOINTED
AND ARE CURRENTLY RE-
BUILDING THE FOUR MANUAL
WURLITZER CONSOLE FOR
SHEA'S BUFFALO THEATRE.

JUNCHEN - COLLINS
ORGAN CORPORATION

"The Newsletter) COS offi -
«cial monthly journal. There
are at least three different
weekly radio shows going
lout over the airwaves, plus
la Dutch radio theatre organ
program each week,

BRITISH COURSE OFFERED
ORGANISTS TO IMPROVE
THEIR PERFORMANC

Third Dimension in Organ
Technique! a British system
for the creation of a positive
left hand style which gives a
student complete logical ba-
sis on which to build his play-
ing, is currently being offer-
ed by leo Rae, 75a High St.
Sidcup, Kent, DA 14 6DW, En-
gland.

The course is advised fer
professionals and amatuers
having at least two years ex-
perience en keyboard instru-
ments, and able to read mu-
sical notation reasonably well
on both treble and bass clefs.

Cost of the course, accord-
ing to information published
in COS Newsletter, is fifteen
pounds——an extra charge be-
ing made for overseas airmail
addresses,

It is adviseable for anyone
ordering the course to write
first for full details.
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chooses
HEN-COLLINS

THE FINEST WILL DO....
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T 2 P. M. Wednesday the telephone rang in
the Chicago office. Los Angeles was on the line.
“We want comp]ete organ specifications by
tomorrow mght, they said.
They had in mind a large unit orchestral organ,
one of the biggest ever to be built, for a 2,000-seat

theatre. This was no small task!
T wenty-eight Hours Later
Chicago 'phoned headquarters at Lima. A

special airplane was chartered and late that after-
noon, with detailed specifications on board, the
plane hopped off for Chicago to connect with the
westbound air mail.

At 5:45 Thursday evening the plans were in
Los Angeles, twenty-eight hours after the inquiry
was received at the factory! A modern epic of

business!
For Catalina Island

The organ was buill—a de luxe instrument, one
of the finest of its kind, similar to the marvelous
Page Unit Organ which daily delights radio listen-
ers everywhere from Station WHTT, of the Radio-
phone Broadeasting Corporation, Wrigley Build-
ing, Chicago.

This new Page achievement was ordered by the
Santa Catalina Island Company for the beautiful
theatre at Avalon, Santa Catalina Island, Calif.,
one of the properties of William Wrigley, Jr.

“Page possibly best”—Wrigley
About the Page Unit Organ, Mr. Wrigley recently wrote:
‘It is not necessary for me to hear the
Page Organ as there is one in the Wrigley
Building which goes out over the radio every
day.
“I know the Page Organ is a good organ
and have an idea it is possibly the best.”

Complete Orchestral Organ

Four manuals, 1,500 pipes and all the tonal
varieties of a large orchestra distinguish the Page
Unit Organ built for Mr. Wrigley's Catalina Is-
land theatre.

It has such stops as the brass with copper bell
saxophone; English post horn of 16-foot range on
the pedals; 16-foot French horn of 85 pipes; two
tibias of special scale,

—— ANOTHER ‘?{«%ﬁx&&f IN HI{STC}RY

S/aeea’mg Flanes rushed
the plans >

In the reeds are included the
kinura, trumpet, tuba horn, vox
humana, clarinet, obae, sousa-
phone and saxophone. A special
Page flute stop combines into one
stop five families of flute.

Master Achievement

There are also in this huge organ,
a master xylophone and large
marimba band. Other percussions
are the glockenspiel, orchestra
bells, harp, chrysoglott and chimes,
all of Deagan make,

Truly this organ can be said to

be a master achievement. Through-
out it reflects the ability of Page
to serve every theatre requirement
with superb workmanship. Care-
ful attention to details and the use
of only the finest materials are
unchangeable elements of the Page
code of craftsmanship.

Learn today what Page can do
for you. Learn why Page always
means marvelous tonal quality,
instant response and dependable
performance. Page architects are

glad to give their advice without
obligation,

Keyboard of huge Page Unit Organ purchased by the Santa Catalina
Avalon,
Witliam Wrigley, Jr.

Istand Co., for new theatre at

Consult us about your requirements

THE PAGE ORGAN COMPANY

521 N. Jackson St., Lima, Ohio

Catalina Is., Calif.

Owner,

—-From Motion Picture News,Nov. 3, 1928









