vy Paed

IS READ

k WHEREVER ORGAMS ARE PLAYED AND HEARD, THE CONSOLE

E3

)
<
Q-
\Ls
Ling
¢ ]

M G O oo




n' : ‘

F'l|

||l~‘ Yl
UW le||h WWMFJW
Vg gy p

¥ To QurFriends
the Exhlbafors Organists

and the

Mofion Picture Fraternity

and

Rest Wishes for a Prosperous
and a Happg

A Rabert (Dorton
OrganCompany




Two Stars Praise Organist

an artist. You made me cry!" Janet Leigh
you are truly a beautiful talent!"

stars in Buffalo and North Tonawanda, New

the new Buffalo Center.

for the theatre organ,
Gnaster noted that sometimes the best thi

the way it all started last Winter.

and they discussed the recording industry as
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IT'S COLOR TESTING
TIME FOR THE CONSOLE

This issue represents an experi-
ment in the use of color—as a part
of a planned upgrading to be made
if changes are possible without ex-
cessive cost increase—which was
made possible by Yamaha and the
color ad the firm is publishing in
this issue (inside back cover). The
four cover pages ccntain coleor
reproductions:

FRONT COVER —The right-hand or-
gan grille of the long demolished
San Francisco Fox Theatre. Deccrat-
ive plaster work rose over 70 feet
above the main floor level in a glor-
ious burst of unparalleled beauty,
This photo is one of over 600 color
and black and white pictures , plus
drawings comprising a single volume
of 380 pages about the great movie
palace that is being assembled for
publication. Showcase Publicaticns
plans to have the volume ready for
what what would have been the 50th
anniversary of the theatre., The photg
is by Bill Kluver, cogyright, 1978 frox
"Fox—The Last Word, .. story of the
world's finest theatre" by Preston J.
Kaufmann,

INSIDE FRONT COVER —A fifty-year
old ad placed by the Rcbert Morton
Pipe Organ Company in the Decem-
ber 31, 1927 issue of Exhibitors Her-
ald (actually 51 years),

BACK COVER-—Wurlitzer!s greetings
to the trade, which was published
December 25,1926, in the same
magazine, The original color was
bright orange and black for the two
organ ads since the standard color us+
ed by the magazine was that hue. It
has been changed to red and black in
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June Allyson said—'The sympathetic quali

tilf of your music moved me, You're
im the next day—!"Dear Tom,

told

These excellent words of praise were heaped
upon Tom Gnaster, well-known concert theatre organist when he played for the

York during the opening festivities of

The publicity he received served also as good promotion

ngs come your way when you're look-

ing in the other direction, All at once there it is, sitting on your doorstep. That's

He was introduced to Bruce Marsh from Buffalo. Marsh was interested in thea-
tre organ and had been active in the recording industry. He heard Tom via tapes

well as music in general, Not too

long after that, word came that Marsh had accepted the position as head of Public
Relations for the new Buffalo Convention Center, then under construction.
Subsequently, Gnaster learned that Marsh was interested in tying him to the op-
ening of the new center, The organist dismissed it as something related to the
trite phrase—!'We must get together sometime, ..." But Gnaster continued to
hear from friends that Marsh was serious, He then wrete the publicity man and

;asked him to confirm or deny the ru-
jmor as it had been told to him. The
information was correct! Gnaster was
to be honored as the official organist
during the week-long proceedings
(Continued on Page 4)

UTTING ORGAN [N
OWNTOWN THEATRE

Milwaukee's long-standing Strand
Theatre, now under operation of
Shelmon Masce, will soon have the
former Style E Wurlitzer once housed
in Chicago's old Vitograph Theatre,

Masce has renamed the theatre
Strand Showcase and hopes to bring
back the old silent film bouncing
ball singalongs as a special entertain-
ment feature.

The organ was purchased from its
present owner who lives in Minneap-

Oh'%he theatre is rented out on spec-
group rates to senior citizen clubs,
churches, lodges, schools and serv-
ice clubs, for special programs that
can utilize the various features of
the Strand Showcase.

A BARTON IN YOUR -

LIFE?

Owners of The Organ.Grinder in
Toronto have two organs they are =
considering donating to non-pro- -
fit organizations—— one is a 3/10-
Barton, the other a 3/12 Rarten.
The ten-rank instrurrent aus in- =
stalled ‘v thwe St, Louis operation, =
the other has been in storage for =
two years and was to have been
placed in Montreal.
Any potentially interested

donees are invited to contact
the Junchen-Collins Organ Corp., -

YR,
Wh

June Allyson and Tom Gnaster at Shea's Buffalo

l:’

743 McHenry Ave. , Woodstock,
I1linois 60098 for more informa-
tion about the organs

o AN L 1] TS AT LA LA g

this issue.

RON RHODE HEADS
DE%ERT LUB

oncert Organist Ron Rhode has
been elected Chairman of Valley of
the Sun Chapter ATOS in Phoenix, it
has been announced in The Stop
Rail, official newsletter of the unit.
Rhode advised members that the
club now owns its own mimeograph
machine and will be able to main-
tain better communication with ev-
eryone in the chapter. He also has
set a goal to locate a home for the
Marr & Colton pipe organ donated
to the Phoenix group by Los Angeles

Theatre Organ Society.
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TO USHER IN "

WRIGHT "OVERTURE' PRESENTAT|ON—CONCERT ,WORKSHOP—-
LOS ANGELES CONVENTION

os Angeles-hosted 1979 National ATOS Convention, famed 7
concert theatre organist George Wright will present his "workshop'} during which time he
will answer questions, give pointers on registration, etc., and play a concert on the San Gabriel

Zh9e L

For a grand opener to

ivie Auditorium Wurlitzer,

Preceding the 'Overture' presentation at San Gabriel, a no host cocktail party will take place

*Twen
Los Angeles' 179

atalina Island, on July 13.

rge outdoor instrument in Balboa Park,

at the Bonaventure Hotel, convention headquarters, in downtown Los Angeles, Buses will then
transport conventioneers to the concert and workshop in time for the 8:30 perfcrimance.

-two Organs and Organists In Initial Planning*

ational ATOS Convention planners have blueprinted a total of 22 organs
nd organists for the five-day meeting to be held July 8 through 12; with the 'Overture' feature
aturday, July 7, and the 'Encore! presentation featuring Gaylord Carter at the Casino Theatre,
Tuesday, July 10 will be San Diego Day when the entire conven~
ion group will go by train to the southernmost seaport city to hear two theatre organs and the

a

hile some doubt exists at the present time concerning installation (Continued on Page 21)



TWQO STARS PRAISE
ORGANIST

——cont, from page 3
which marked the open-
ing of the new facility.
As time went by the im-
pact of the people he
was to be surrounded
with began to hit home,
He was under contract
to perform as part of
two shows: one for June
Allyson and another for
Janet Leigh!

Gnaster made it to
Buffalo accompaniedby
Allen Miller at noon on
the day prior to the first
performance, It was
slated to take place at
Shea's Buffulo Theatre.

Primary consideration
was to see that the or-
gan for the presentation,
a small Allen electron-
ic, was in the building.
Sitting alone, it had not
been installed in the or-
chestra pit—and look-
ed insignificant because
of its size in the 3,200-
seat house, Everyone
blushed because of it.

Every effort had been
made to imipress on
people that every possi-
ble measure had been
taken to 'maximize' its
appearance because ev-
en a four-manual Wur-
litzer doesn't look like
TCO much in that biga Tom Gnaster and Janet Leigh at the Riviera
house.

Getting to the Buffalo for the Allyson show required Gnaster rush out of the dinner at
which the star was being feted, A degree of confusion existed over program format for
the evening and Tom told June, at that point, what he expected to happen. When he said
"your stage appearance" she looked at him horrified, "No one told me anything about
THAT! I get stage fright!"

Tom arrived at the the theatre to find the Allen organ up on a platform in the center
of the orchestra pit lift. The pit was '"down' but the piatform was five feet high. It had
a plexiglas flcor and some 24,000 watts of theatre lighting under it. Draped in black,
the platform screened a bank of "instruments" —mnoveau theatre lingo for '"lights' —with
special effects to be projected on the screen. It all locoked wonderful, but where were
the stairs?

The theatre wzs darkened after June's entrance and Gnaster was escorted through the
pitch black pit, given a set of baby stairs for a 'slinky' (three baby stairs) and was rather
indelicately pushed upwards. When announced, the pit began to rise with a blaze of col-
or from under the console. When he reached stage level the console and screen were all
bathed in the most spectacular wash of light seen in some time,

After the performance, June grabbed Gnaster and told him that she sat in the auditor-
ium and wept, "The sympathetic quality of your music moved me. You're an artist!
You made me cry!" she told him,

Next day Janet Leigh was to appear at the Riviera Theatre in North Tonawanda. Tom
was doing the honors in the pit, When receiving the 'word' to take the console down,sig-
nalling the fact that she was ready, Tom rode the Wurlitzer into the pit playing the big
"show-business'style arrangements he's noted for. He turned to get off the console—only
to be face to face with Janet Leigh, He noted that he had a whiif of perfume while play-
ing (assumed to be hers as she had to pass behind the console to make her stage appear-
ance). It was all unexpected and he was put off for a few seconds.

Basically she say "To hell with the stage appearance. ['ve never seen one of these be-
fore'(referring to the console). There are pictures of her sitting at the keydesk with her

mouth hanging open (literal-
\%flﬁ

ly. The two enjoyed their |
posing session and the news .
photographers ate it up. :

At the evening dinner-ga-

-
la another photo session was
in order where Janet and
Tom embraced, poked funat [\
each other, talked and danc-

ed. They both achieved a -

mutual rapport and beamed THEATRE ORGAN ONCERTS
like two teenagers because of
of the shared new experience

(cont.
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The International Theatre Organ Society Pub-
lishers prepare and distribute monthly The Con-
sole, a totally independent publication, in the
interest of theatres and organs. It is dedicated
to the preservation of theatres and their organs,
and reports internationally news of all types of
organs — pipe, pump, electronic, theatre and
classical.

The Console provides equal space to all organi-
zations in the interest of bringing to its readers
as complete news coverage as possible. Photo-
graphs, drawings, organ catalogues, theatre pro-
grams, technical articles, both contemporary and
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second class. Air mail rates for overseas delivery
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Overseas must be on an international money
order made out in U.S. funds to forestall conver-
sion or service charges due to rate of exchange.

Single copies of any issue in print, B0 cents
each, postpaid,
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744-C, Pasadena, Calif. 91104,

Display Advertising Rate Cards sent upon re-
quest. Address all inquiries to: Roger Adams,
Advertising Director, P.0. Box 744-C, Pasadena,
Calif. 91104.

Office of the publication is 1385 North Michigan
Avenue, Pasadena, California 91104.
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and simply enjoyed themselves,

Janet Leigh went on record that even-
ing as saying ""Dear Tom, you are truly
a beautiful talent!"

#Played At Military Academy*

On Dec. 10, Gnaster presented a show
at the New York Military Academy. He
played the 4m/30r Moller "which is nei-
ther fish nor fowl", he said.

"t is laid out like a straight organ but
has a solo division with Big Flute, French
Horn, Orchestral Oboe, Solo Viol and
Trumpet with a big pseudo-theatrical
trem, The full organ is a rather gutsy
sound and usable for theatre organ play-
ing., But,and a big "but'} it's a beast to
register otherwise," he explained.

""There is a bass drum and cymbal in
the pedal, Harp on the choir, Xylophone
on the great, Glock on the swell and if
you register any of these you have to
scan the entire console in advance to see
that you have proper manuals coupled,

It kept me on my toes," he added.



DO YOU WANT a 3 or 4 manual
Waurlitzer style console for your
pipe organ?

DO YOU KNOW that you can
build an electronic organ with real
pipe organ sound for 1/3 the cost
of a commercial organ?

DO YOU WANT to upgrade your
present organ with more voices?

DO YOU WANT a custom-made
electronic organ built to your
specifications?

YES? s
THEN CALL OR WRITE
DEVTRONIX TODAY.

Devtronix can assist with all
phases of design, electronics, and
construction of the organ that you
have always dreamed of owning.
Our engineering expertise, years
of experience, new larger head-
quarters, manufacturing, and re-
search facilities attest to the fact
that Devtronix is the leader in
electronic kit and custom organs.

AND, FOR YOUR
LISTENING
PLEASURE . . .

Tom Hazleton
on the

Paramount
Organ

Available
only by mail

Cassettes @ $6.95 + tax
For US postage & handling add $1.00

To order your album or receive com-
plete details about the exciting prod-
ucts and services of Devtronix, please
call or write:

ORGANS, INC.

2998 Scott Blvd.
Santa Clara, CA 95050
(408) 727-2567

N

BARTON ORGAN SOLD
- BECAUSE WONT CLARE
- THEATRE TWINNED

When the announcement was
| first made that the Mont Clare
Theatre, in suburban Chicago
area, was selling its Barton pipe
organ to the Bort Brothers for in-
stallation in their Sally's Stage
Restaurant, there was a minor
outery about removal of anoth-
er instrument from an operating
theatre.

Quick investigation into the
sale disclosed the theatre is up
for twinning and the crgan would
no longer be useable, Theatre
owners offered it for sale on this
basis and at the high price of
$21,000, The asking price was
not out of reascn since the organ
has been maintained in excell-
ent condition by members of the
Chicago Area Chapter of ATOS,

Jim Glass, impressario of the
Hinsdale Theatre concert series,
is erecting the Barton in its new
home, This is the highest price
on record to be paid for an crgan
of this manufacture,

JOHN BECK,NOTED ORGAN ENTHUS |AST,DIES IN DALLAS

John Beck, retire airlines pilot of Dallas, Texas, and one of the nation's mest enthusiastic
organ buffs, died December 3rd at 2:30am, after a lengthy bout with cancer. A member
and former chairman of the North Texas Cfaapter ATOS, and a directer of the national organ-
ization, he also was a member of the American Guild of Organists,

Many tributes have been received by The Console. Charles D. Evans, Chairman of the
Dallas ATOS unit noted: "Our chapter is greatly saddened by his passing, especially those
who were charter members and who knew how much he had contributeg to the chapter in its
early da}ts. During his leadership it began to flourish, He opened his home to concerts and
brought famous organists to Dallas. Recently he invited us to hold a meeting in his home
to hear his beautiful Wurlitzer, . ."

The Wurlitzer was the former El Paso Plaza Style 260 which Beck purchased several years
ago to replace a nine-rank Wurlitzer he had first installed in his large music room,

Beck was nvolved in an organ project in New Jersey when he first noticed his illness, It
was an inspection tour of Loew's Jersey City Theatre and the large Robert-Morton which had
been donated to the North Texas Chapter. Severe stomach pains were the indications on
Thanksgiving Day, 1977, Last March he was told of his condition and started putting his af-
fairs in order. He remained active almcst to the last day and spent Thanksgiving this year
with friends, Four days later he entered the hospital and remained there until his death.

His body was donated to medical science in accordance with his wishes, He made full
provision for retaining the Wurlitzer in his home and prior to his passing extended the invita-
tion to the AGO to hold its January meeting there. )

Gilbert and Sylvia Swift, neighzms of Beck, who helped him during his final days, advis-
ed that he requested no memorial services and asked that those who knew him hold their own
private memorial services in their own private way.

FENELON PLAYED SEVERAL CONCERTS [N CALIFORNIA

Information was published in the November issue that Tony Fenelon, top Australian organ-
ist, made but one concert appearance in California on his return trip to his home, It was the
program presented by San Sylmar Museum, As soon as the issue reached the San Francisco
andhLaguna Hills areas, typewriter covers flew off and busy fingers typed speedy exceptions
to the item,

From Leslie M, Brewton, Vice President and Program Chairman of Keyboard Concert Club
at Leisure World, Laguna Hills came this information: "May I take exception to the report in
your November issue stating that Tony Fenelon played only a single concert on the West
Coast when he appeared at San Sylmar on November 4, Tony played concerts on Oct. 31st
at 2:30 and 7:30pm for the Keyboard Conce:t Club before a total of about 1, 800 persons.

He used both our augmented Conn 650 and also our Steinway concert grand to great effect
and standing ovations at both concerts, "

Down from San Francisco came two corrections: Jim Dunbar was most explicit,” not only
about Fenelon, but other activities of Nor-Cal Chapter ATOS —""As a faithful and con-
scienticus reaéer, 1 was astounded to note your Tony Fenelon article in the November issue.

"Tony Fenelon was contracted to perform for the ATOS Nor-Cal Chapter cn November 5th.
Perform he did—to the delight of alil. Your San Sylmar review also applies to the great
sounds we heard on Bill Breuer's 4m/26r Wurlitzer which is located in the Capn's Galley
restaurant in Redwoed City, Calif, Tony is a personable gent full of talent, True, it has been
many years since he performed in Northern California, The concert was worth the wait.

"Many articles have appeared in The Console during the past year citing activities occurr-
ing in the San Francisco Bay area, None of the items proviided any credit to the ATOS Nor-
Cal, This active chapter produces monthly concerts and is striving to retain and promote

—pipe organ interest. It would be appreciated if the efforts of our mem-

WURLITZER SUBSTITUTE~—-AIl alone in the middle of
Shea's Buffalo Theatre orchestra pit that once held many
musicians, an Allen MDC 30 electronic organ was in-
stalled for the June Allyson show with Tom Gnaster at
the organ, The theatrels pipe organ is under restoration
and unplayable at the present time,

bership could be occasionally recognized. We have pipe organs, art-
ists, enthusiats, and activities in the Bay area.

"Continue the good work with The Console. Other view-points are
always nice to counter one-sided views. You provide a useful and in-

Z:4

formative Publication. Don't cease in your efforts to convey the or-
gan news, ' {Concluded on Page 22)

ecember, 1978
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DORIG'S KILLINGER RECORDS U,K, ORGANS

inspriring, now used for Bingo, alas! The illuminate glats
runway arcund the orchestra pit and stage equipment is still in
this lavishly equipped cinema. It also has the largest revolv-
ing stage in any cinema, The console sinks down very deep
and the pit platform rises, too. Any sl(if while the ccnscle is
in solo pesiticn and an organist would be playing the Dead
March from Saul!

A surprising fact is that there are no usual organ grilles. In
fact, the proscenium arch, a series of 'frames' that fit into each
other, conceals the shutters. Where the lighting coves are is
where the organ is installed, The sound does get out, which
makes for a pleasant surprise. And you wouldn't know the in-
strument is all one-sided from this new Doric label called
"Princess of the Theatre Organ'l

REGAL EDUONTON CHRISTIE IS MAIN ALBUIT "“WITH
i jop! STANWTCY AT ~CAT T It features one of o top lady o ists, D Chad-
JOREEN CGiIADWICK AT THE CONSOLE wick, wh; is Mrs, Legr\/\‘!r(ielrgs i?lppraivz.ter%iafre”?n ,theol‘f/‘[a:r?ches%er ‘

MARSH REVIEWS BLACKMORE,OL|VERA SHOWS ~ area. She s noted for her suappy, rythmic style and has made
LONDON ATOS SPONSORS YOUNGSTERS teverililonge oy, &l nen on B Sein Gy, Snoi dn
TOC CELEBRATES 40TH B[RTHDA){_'

waiting a new home. The owners, the splendiforous Lancast-
rian Theatre Organ Trust are looking all the while, But on
Any, new record featuring one of Britain's
best known and [amous examples of the work

this late style Christie at Ed-
mentcn, with its typically

of our second largest builder of theatre organs snappy Christie English Post

must be welcomed. When your own Frank Horn and other reeds, it is an

Killinger, of Doric label, was over here a ideal organ for Doreen,

while azo, he recorded several organs for ev- . Photography of the sleeve

entual release on his label, is b{' our own brilliant and

One session was made at the large and fa- }ust y renowned shutter bug,
mous Regal Cinema in Edmonton,a north ohn D. Sharp. The colour
London suburb, This organ couldn't have had shot on the front shows the
a better start in life—1it was designed for one Clocktowner of the Palace of
of the nation's leading theatre organ stars at Westminster, more commonly
the time, one of the players noted for his referred to, and somewhat in=-
"Hot" style. [ refer to Sidney Torch. He correctlvf, as Big Ben and the
opened the Regal on March 3, 1934,seated Houses of Parliament. Big Ben,
at the huge ccusole of the four-manual, 15- the most famous clock in the
rank Christie, The colour change glass surr- world, gets the name from the
ound, a 'must' in this absolute boom installa- major bell that booms out the
tion peried in the U. K, , was by the Holo- hours, This bell is really "Big
phane Company. Ben"! But the clock gets call~

Second to Holophane, but a long way be=- ed by the name,
hind was F, H, Pride Ltd. who installed a- A typical RT London Trans-
round 70 percent of the 'Glass Houses' in the port double decker bus is seen
nation. They were smaller and cheaper and trundling over Westminster
were sold to those who didn't care to put out Bridge. The reverse side of
the expensive amount for Holophane's pre- the sleeve shows a stop tab «
duct. close-up of the horseshoe, and

Pride Ltd. was into concealed lighting ef- another shows Doreen as seen
fects in a big way. Mr. Torch once told me, in the photo at left, .
years ago, that he had to dice with death to She opens the album with
get on and off the console lift as there was '"The Parroty a lively samba ,
no room left due to the huge glass surround, which gives a clue to Miss
After the way in 1947 the British Wurlitzer Chadwick's dexterity! "Never
agents, S.J. Wright, cleaned and overhauled on Sunday' is next with well-
the organ, which, like most others, had been o used tonal percussions, Christ-
constantly in use. One major change was ies probably have the best per-
removal of the ghastly surround, which cover- cussions of all our make organs.
ed even the actiual horseshee, It was given . Vox and solo reeds are hizard
a typical British Wurlitzer look that is known in ¥Come Back to Sop:entof, a
here as "Granada' style. This isn't strictly number affording a view of the
true as some of these consoles were found on (Continued on Page 8)
other circuits. -

However, the removal did allow more rcom for organists, and:
this instrument was to be regarded as perhaps the second most |
important Christie, after the 4m/37r at London's Marbel Arch |
Regal, or Odeon as it had become, Whilst this latter organ was
larger, it did pcssess many of Christie's more softer and delicat
ranks.

Christie organs were built by our celebrated classic builder,
Hill, Nerman & Beard in London. The name "Christie' was used
after cne of the famous people who controlled the company in
marketing the instruments, This, of course, didn't fool people
in the business!

The Chrisitie organ is noted for a bias toward reed tones, and
the tibias never occupied such a prominent position as in your
Wurlitzers, and, to some extent, in other U, K, builders.

Whilst at Marble Arch Regal, Clifford Aish, the architect, hafl
been told to provide chambers on the right side for an organ in=
tended to be 12 ranks in size. The theatre opened with 37 very
cramped ranks!  Aish took note and provided large chambers
at Edmonton, an sven larger house built by the same Abrahams
Enterprises. In typical showbiz style, only 15 ranks of large scal
pipework was installed. But what a marvelcus design! In lay-
ey Out and design it was more akin to the
highly successful Compton firm; well uni=
fied, etc. Again the chambers were on
the right-hand side stacked Solo over the
Main, This is surprising because the audi-
torium is large—it is also plain and un=-

DOREEN CHADWICK, one of Britain's top name
theatre organists, has recorded the Regal Edmon-
ton Christie 4m/15 r for eventual release in the

,U. S, on Doric 1ab81~7—-—-ph0t0 by Johm D. Sharp

TheY/uesicneal Touch Is Found

*off the keyhoards

An Officiol Los Angeles Profesional Organists Club Publicetien

The only organ magazine with a complete
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5 g HUVPMUSTER CHAMPIONS FOR
'CONCERT BY BOHR AT RCMH

‘ "If New Yorkers want to hear an excep. -
| tional concert on Radio City Music Hall
|Wurlitzer they would do well to have Ray
\Bohr as their artist, He knows the organ
better than anyone else!" So stated Ms,
Lorraine Humpmuster, Console Columnist
{who has been resting on her laurels this
|past year adding 'prestige' to her poster-
|10r,
| Ms, Humpmuster noted that Bohr is not
only well versed in console capering, but
has been working on the entire organ with
Ronnie Bishop, who maintains the instru-
ment, and fu[iiy familiar with every facet
the the huge music maker. "I would say
it's about time he concertizes an entire
program," the scribe said.
*Easter Show Announced®

Ac¢cording to Alan Rossiter, official of
New York Theatre Organ Society, in re -
sponse to a story in the November issue of
The Console, Radio City Music Hall has
indeed booked anEzster show. The film is
'"The Promise!
| New York club officials have arranged
another organ eoncert for March 25, 1979,
but has not named the artist. The Easter
program opens March 1st.

chambers, They were back stage behind

It

T —— b e e ; — : : 7 curtains and the screen. "It was a moest
G s S ] ’ 4 P | | difficult organ to play," "Del" recalled.
B e | A A+ e 3 - o e SRERA L) In the early twenties the house was tak-

en over by Famous Players (which became
Famous Players Fenway theatre, Boston, Mass., which is an exceptionally attractive house and modern ‘n |Paramount Publix) and a two-manual Wur-
avary reenert RBnddv Stewart ic the Manager. litzer replaced the classic straight organ,

Considering the date of its opening, the
Fenway Theatre was onc of the moest elab-
orate neighborhood houses built anywhere,

¥New Longplay Album*

Seme of the information for this article
was taken from Del Castillo's new organ
album, "On The March') a program of
march music, that will be released by
Concert Recording in the near future, It
is expected the al%um may be ready for
sale at Castillo's concert to be presented
by the Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society

Boston's Fenway ‘I'heatre has an interesting history for theatre organ butts. It was a
two=-organ theatre, and the second theatre in which the noted Lloyd G, Del Castillo
was organist.  According to brief infcrmation, the theatre opened about 1916. '"Del"
tried out for the position to open the house, but lcst'cut to two others, It would have
been his first job, Instead, he went downtown to the Park Theatre and landed work.
However, the Fenway spot was much better than what the Park offered and so he re-
turned to the Fenway about two months later and brashly told the manager that he could
pl? better than both the artists then employed, The manager took "Del" at his word
and fired the two on the spot; "Del" had to take over at noon and play through to mid-
night that day and for another week until a relief organist was hired to help him, "If1
had to "go'y "Del" said, "then the organ just went silent until I got back on the bench!"
He played the Fenway until he went into service during World War 1. ;
The organ was a classical instrument and, unfortunately, not as well placed as the at the Wiltern Theatre next January 21st
above photo would suggest. Display pipework in the auditorium did not mask the organ | 2t 9:30am.

R YOUNG L'ONGHAIR ORGAN BEATERS
CAN ENTER CLASS|CAL CONTEST

Classical-minded organists— those under 25 years of
age as of July 1, 1980 (and can furnish proof of birth
by certificate) can become contestants in the Naticnal
Cpen Competition in Organ Playing sponsored by the
American Guild of Organists from July, 1978 through
June, 1980.

Official registration forms must be filled out and re-
turned to local AGO Ghapter Deans no later than 30 days
prior to the Competition, Full particulars of the con-

—— ” o test are available from local units of the organization
701 NON TECHNICAL PAGES PACKED WITH INTEREST FOR or Philip E. Baker, American Guild of Organists, 630
ANYONE WHO LIKES SAN FRANCISCO AND CALIFORNIA Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10020.
HISTORY, MUSIC, PIPE ORGANS . ... #Pasadena Chapter Has Two Contests*
: s . 3 Pasadena Chapter AGO is sponsoring two scholarships
Louis Sc}‘w'enstem s charm and wit project through a delightful writing | — the Hunter Nplead Nlemorigl and Martha Farr Mem%r-
style reminiscent of the era he portrays — the close of the 19th and dawn of | 18] scholarships with prizes of $250 each being offered.

the 20th centuries. Here is a first-hand, non-technical account by a practi- ‘%M?lt:]i]t ﬁZE‘é:fﬁ :g;} b_l‘_ahzfédi fi?ﬁgal’;’nﬁ?gnSfejégzgd“au

cal craft‘sman of the most volatile period in American organ building. His | applications must be returned to Ennis Fruhauf, Thatcher
perspective as a Westerner is unique. Its 701 pages cover a wealth of his- | Music, Pomona College, Claremont, Calif, 91711 on or
tory, including biographies, opus lists of all the pioneer Northern Califor- Ef}fgizrﬁﬁfaﬂcéatg;g{na;nfbfrgﬁféfﬁeﬁe?rﬁliﬁetﬁr?gﬁ
nia organbuilders, personal ancedotes of famous organ personalities, | named above,
articles on scores of fascinating instruments, and several never-before | ORGAN ON RADIO REQUIRES LETTERS
published illustrations. Introductions by William H. Barnes and Alan M Organ enthisiasts in Great Britain who enjoy organ
Laufman. Chapters on theatre organs and orchestrions " || aneic pyer the RBE stabiont smust coutinie Ly B

; . _the _government-owned radio corporation with letters
Soft cover $15. Hard cover $35. Add 75¢ for postage/ handling on each : making known their wants to keep
book ordered. California residents add 6.5% sales tax. Send your name. ‘xi-?ag;ﬂ;rgdw eih?:v%elselgtirlsog?é
address, and zip with check or money order to: CUE Publications; 3101 ed

90th S i received and a program ends, it
th Street; San Francisco .
, LA _December, 1978 py Jetters has been received.

THE FIRST BOOK OF ITS KIND

MEMOIRS OF A SAN FRANCISCO
ORGAN BUILDER

by Louts J. Schoenstein

is not renewed unless the demand
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bias are heard as well, They are,
to me, the typical nasal scunding
rank peculiar to Christies, a poor

and whilst it wasn't a strong poin

with John Compton (some arg.uc), Christie tibias lack mcstly in lush-|

ness and definitely in "sex', I feel.

The oldie, 'You Say The Sweetest Things' is given typical Chad-

wick big band styling. 'Deed I Do the next selection you will note
excellent cymbals-—shades of Fats Waller here! Next, the upbeat
version of "I Belicve in Music) a tune that caught on over here, is al
so excellent, Side two begins with a medley,a common feature of
theatre organ LP's. It features several oldies that you will all know—
rhythm is paramount and the songs are well put together—'I'll See
You in My Dreams', 'It Had To Be You} 'Pretty Baby} 'Yes Sir, That

My Baby! 'Carolina In The Morning! (with soft shoe corn), and a rea]

English organ 'jazzy' 'Toot Toot Tootsie',
Doreen follows this with complete contrast-——'Musetta's Song' fron

quieter side—and the Christie Ti=

specimen compared to Wurlitzer,L

the opera LaBoheme. She hunts around the horseshoe and finds deli-
cate sounds that are there if you try! It's well played. Then she re-
turns to the British big band organ scund with "I Love You and Don't
You Foret It'—-a lively Mancini latin number.

I'm sure old Chopin would whirl in his grave if he heard "1'm Al-
ways Chasing Rainbows"(even if Ashley played it at Radio City)., but
happily Miss Cahdwick plays the verse (not always the case) and the
chorus features those lack-lustre Christie Tibias.

The LP ends with a march-—too often organists start with martial
music. This is the popular 'Double Eagle' and naturally, Miss Chad-
wick handles this genre with great aplomb, The release for me does
not contain enough quieter type music, but that's not Doreen!s fault, |
I"msure, Nevertheless, DO 1415 Stereo is for collectors of famous |
makes of theatre organ. It should be in everyone's hoard of records.

Organist Chadwick won a coveted prize when only a young teenag-
er in her native Wales, Her first cinema position of note was as resi-
dent at the Rex Cinema in Aberdare, Wales, on the pipeiess Compton|
Theatrene organ, complete with glass colour change surround and lift

in 1939, The house was opened by Max Bruce, It's still there, believe

it or not, and the average person would think it a pipe job,

From here she joined Granada for three years, playing most of their
famous crgans. Then she went onto the large ABC circuit. She was |
broadcasting regularly and her fame spread., From ABC she went to
the famous Lyons " Corner Houses" in central London. The huge rest-
aurant complex featured four organs, pipeless Comptons mostly and a
few old pre-war Hammonds, all played by famous organists. She was

married by now and she and her husband bought a "pub" in the north
of England and installed an RT3 Hammond, Now she plays in a Man:
chester night club and has a busy concert schedule all over the U, K,/

I promised hoefully that a friend of mine, and one of our younger|
new organists, would contribute a review of George Blackmore and
Hector Olivera concerts at the important Manchester International
Crgan Festival that I spoke about in November. So here I welcome
to my column Joe Marsh,Jr, =-=-

*The Blackmore and Olivera Concerts*

It was very appropriate that the final British organist to play during

the festival was George Blackmeoere. Ever popular, George gave an-

YOUNG Opr:anIST WINNER —-Pauline Dixon, 16 years-old, won
the ATOS "Young Organist of the Year' competition at the Gau-
| mont State. Seated at the console, she holds cash prize certifi-
cate and has silver chain of office prize around her shoulders.
—-photo by John D. Sharp

tliéugh, and received enthusiastic applause as he went into his

other of his usual programmes and his signature or theme tune,"Cocksignature tune again to close off the afternocn concert.

of the North', was greeted very enthusiastically on this final d’ay of
the five-day festival. Gecrge opened with "Strike Up The Band"
which brought us a full range of brass, Scottish and military tunes to

Finally, even these who had never heard of Hecter Oliver on
record could never have expected such a musical treat as was
given at the finale of the Manchester Festival. Whether you like

get the proceedings off to a lively start, A Tchaikowsky medley foll-his style or not, you've got to admit "He's Got Talent!" and by

owed giving us some of George's lovely orchestral playing amidst
some of the composer's most delightful melodies, Next we had the
overture Masaniello which was so %\o[pular when he played it for you
Angelencs several years ago at the Wiltern Theatre concert.
However, one of the highlights of his concert followed this when
he featured a selection of music by Franz Lehar. This was a high-
light not because of its dynamics, but because of its sheer beauty. It

was mavellous to hear Vilia played on one of those Iovclz Tibias of] .

the Publix 4mi/20r, accompanied by the Marimba Harp ec
the Free Trade Hall,

Tunes with funny titles are always popular, and the cne that foll-
owed, "Whistler's Mother-in-Law proved to be just that, Apart from
the whistler, this tune gave the Kinura a chance to shine.

We all dashed off for the interval after two pieces by Khatchatur-
ian and the LP hunters bought up all George's LPs that the LTOT sal
es stand had!

The second half began with a selection from 'Gigi', and a toe-
tapper called 'Organ Grinder's Swing! Eric Coates has always ranked
high in British light music, and Gecrge featured four of his popular
marches next as a tribute to the tine composer. Then he paid tributg
to your greats with Ashley Miller's arrangement of 'Misty', After a
'Showboat! selection George gave us 'Bermuda Rag' and 'Laughter
in the Rain} going straight into his popular 'Good Old Bad Days'
medley, more or less his Orpheum San Francis—
co 1P.” He got a mini round of applause at
the beginning of this last tune when he nearly
fell off the bench reaching for his straw hat
which was round the side of the big French
style console, He kept playing al% the time, December, 1978

oing round

and large did he prove it to those few who gathered at the Free
Trade Hall that evening (said to be the poorest atteneded con-
cert by Ian Dalgleish, British Editor), After openers," That's En-
tertainment', Hector fascinated us with his marvellous 'chat'
(his broken English is a treat to hear) and introduced a number
which had appealed to him when he heard it played by a certain
(Continued on Page 9)
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