
SAN FRANCISCO ORGAN MAN CHARLESl HERSHMAN
DIES; WAS TOP ROBERT-MORTON INSTALLER

by Jack Bcthards i ,
SAN FRANCISCO,CALIF: July 6——One of California's most beloved and
respected pipe organ authorities, Charles Hershman- died at age 82 follow
ing a lengthy illness. He is survived by his wife of 52 years, Ruth.

Charles Hershrtian devoted over 60 years of his life to pipe organ build
ing. He will be most remembered by clients and associates alike for his
generosity of spirit and unyeilding adherence to the highest standards of
craftsmanship and business ethics. Toward the end of his career he de
voted himself to giving freely of his knowledge to young people, who
were ever grateful to receive the benefit of his unique experience,

Charles Hershman was thoroughly trained in all phases of pipe organ
work from factory to installation and from church and concert instruments
to theatre organs. He began his caiter with the M. P. Moller Company
prior to the start of World War I. After serving in the Army overseas, he
joined the Robert-Morton Pipe Organ Company of Van Nuys, Calif., be
coming one of their prime installation and tonal finishing experts. While

(Continued on Page 20)

'SAVE CHICAGO' CAMPAIGN GETS ATTENTIOIMi
Prompt action by the newly organized Chicago Land Marks, Inc., to

save the imposipg Chicago Theatre from possime demolition, has heen
receiving attention. ABC, the large conglomerate that announced the
intention to build a skyscraper on the site, has disclosed that it will not
insist on using this particular piece of property and can build elsewhere
if the theatre is preserved.
The new Land Marks organization has issued attractive badges that

proclaim——"Don't Give Up The Flagship" using the famed Chicago
Theatre vertical sign as the illustration. A drive is also underway to re
cruit members for the preservation group. Support for the activity is

(Continued on Page 21)
BOB RHODES INSTALLING OAKLAND PARAMOUNT WURLITZER
Organman Bob Rholdes is currently installing the 4m/20r Wurlitzer in

the Oakland Paramount Theatre of the Arts, it was learned this month.
The instrument was donated by J. B. Nethercutt, founder of San Sylmar
Museum in Sylmar, California.
PEACHTREE STREET CAPSULE

ATLANTA CONVENTION GOES OFF WITH FEW
HITCHES; TWO MAIN ORGANS HAD','PROBLEMS'

by Bob Tiifman and R. Wellington Eilers
ATOS'.s 23rd annual convention in Atlanta (with a day in Birmingham |

and attended by some 750, proved to be enjoyable, despite a few but
not insurmountable problems. The most irritating was the fact that nei
ther the Big Mo 4m/42r Moller was in top playing condition, and the
advertised Eastpoint Theatre and its Moller weren't available at all. An
oft-heard statement making the rounds at the end of the meeting re
vealed that the convention committee had paid a reported $2,500 to
isnure that both organs would be "up to snuifS Since something went
awry, it was being said that a request would be n—
made for the return of the funds. :
Twelve (some said 16) ranks of the Fox Thea- |

tie's "Mighty Moller" were unusable, as explain
ed by Lee Etwin during a most interesting open
ing-day demonstration of the organ. But the
massive volume heard during some of the 11 - • I
concerts there seemed the equivalent of three or j
four 'usual' organs!

There were some of the most intricate 'pedal [
(Continued on Page 21)

PATERSON"'WALKS ACROSS STREET" TO
HEAR ORGANIST AT ATLANTA MEETING
Geoffrey Paterson, The Consoles's provacative critic

who last year reported he was less than enthusiastic about
the artis^ of a well-known organist, and vowed he did
not consider it worth "walking across the street" to hear a
concert-'—-"-''— 'concert played by him, this year crossed Peachtree Street
and sat through tiie artist's program. He will report his
findings in the August issue.
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GREG RISTER TO BE MUSICAL DIRECTOR
OF MUSI CAE,ACCOMPANY SHOW ON ORGAN

GregRister, Rolling Thunder Records artist, has been
appointed musical director of an original Broadway-style
musical comedy entitled " The 3 M's (Men, Money and
Mink)'J it was announced this month by the Torrance /
Southbay Arts Alliance, Torrance, California.

The show, which is written, produced and directed bv
rrn iLi. • . , <Gil Ward, will feature complete accompaniment by Rister
on a large electronic organ plus synthesizer, instead of the
usual pit orchestra.
Performances are scheduled October 6,7 and 8. Ticket

information may be obtained by writing the Arts Alliance,
2500 Redondo Beach Blvd., Torrance, Calif. 90504, or by
calling (213) 532-4152 or 321-3709.

Rister recently recorded an excellent longplay album
on the San Gabriel Civic Wurlitzer theatre organ. He also
owns his own residence pipe organ.
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ANOTHER im COMER RECORDS
Armsbec Bancroft Produces A Beautiful Album
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BILLY NALLE'S NEWEST A REAL ORIGINAL
In my last column I mentioned how some organists need just that

little push to project them into the shining spotlight of the public gaze.
For some it comes quickly. For others, often not their own faul^just
circumstances, they find themselves waiting to get into orbit. The nam
•Armsbee Bancroft fits into the latter category, quite definitely.

Since his teens he has been a theatre organ enthusiast, and was partic
ularly influenced by the great Horace Finch, second greatest name (and
"some think the greatest) to star for so long at Blackpool—Wurlitzer-on-
Sea. I must say tight now, that although there are certainly traces of
f'Finchlandia" dismayed at times in Bancroft's first recording, he is. by
•all means, his own man at the console. The sometimes 'excessess'
which ei&er excited the Finch fans or enraged them are not foimd here
on this excellent, Bancroft's first, long play album.

Most of Bancroft's previous work has been on piano or electronic or-
fan. Particularly in the Midlands area of England. He has, in fact,
een heard at theatre organ concerts for the various organ groups. He

can even lay claim to the rare boast of playing a wartime doncert date
at the Tower Ballroom. The opportunity also to make a tape for the
BBC radio programme "Organists Entertains"was afforded on the excell
ent Wurlitzer three-manual Model F in the Burton-on-Trent Town Hall
in his native area. This organ came from the wildly art deco subxjrban
ABC Wythenshawe cinema in Manchester. He also played the 3m/8r
fiery and quite different Wurlitzer of London's Clapham Junction Gran-

ft was most likely these tracks for Radio did the trick. We all sat up
and took noticej It was so refreshing, yet not way out. Bancroft was
given a concert date in March, 1977 at the famed Cssett Town Hall on
its beautiful 3m/13r mostly Compton. Without doubt, it is one of the
finest theatre organs, irrespective of make, in the U. K. today. Now,
having travelled far and wide across this crowded country, the fans
started demanding recordings. Demand is the word. Concertgoers at his
March'77 date actually shouted out for a future date on which he should
return to play for them. This is a rarity Tor the rarely ruffled, cool and
conservative British organ fan. I
Something rather cruel is the fact that the splendid group behind tliis !

Cssett Town Hall organ have been kind and gracious enough to let other
groups make IPs on their organ and yet couldn't afford to do it for them
selves until now. The Norther Theatre Organ Trust should have no need
to worry after this. Within the last months we have seen fliree releases
on this great organ. The Joe Marsh LP has made fans sit up at his sheer
elegance, smooSiness and control of the organ in an American way to
some extent, and on his, Armsbee Bancroft dees it in a British way,
"Out of the Blue" is me record's title, which is taken from the first

selection on the album. Quite litterally, it is all too true. For many,
Bancroft will be out of the blue. There is that hint of Blackpool without
the sometimes raucous Wurlitzer tierces and quints. A Fats Waller Mem
ories follows and includes: 'Ain't Mxsbehavin*^, 'My Very Good Freind,
The Milkman', 'When Somebody Thinks You're Wonderful'. Here he
makes for an earlier Fats at the organ sound rather than the sometime-

ARMSBEE BANCROFT at the console of the 3m/13r Comp-
ton organ at Ossett Town Hall where he made his first IP.

of "LaCinq.uantaine" by Gabriel-Marie. George Wright did
this but quite different. I recall it was called 'Golden Wedd
ing'! A novelty number is a must and Bancroft provided one
quite different, not those damn wooden soldiers. No. Thank
fully. .. "April Day" by Tattenhall. I hadn't heard of the
tune or Mr. Tattenhall. but it is nice and light and you will
get a chance to hear the birds twittering away merrily. The
birds in question being the "Lesser Spotted North Acton Tit'l
Possibly a drop of gin was used in the water or glycerin.
Hold ti^t! Her^s those Tibias again in full cry for Mich

el Le^and's haunting "I Will Wait For You'l It seems this
tune is here for keeps. It deserves to bedin contrast, that old
ie and goodie "Hot "Sweet Georgia Brown" is a swinger, built
for the theatre organ.
You must have heard of Ray Noble? A Britisher who made

ibis international name through his wonderful band which per-
Isonnel included your Glenn Miller and our answer to Bing

plummy sound of Fats at the EMI studio organ. Anyway, it's not cribb
ed from the famed studio organ period. "June Night on Marlow Reach"
is a dine most definitely that calls for a sympathetic reading. It is a
beautiful tone poem by R eginald King andlhas been given a good choict
of registration. Whey haven't we heard this lovely piece on modern LP
albums before?
Next two are by The Duke—yes, it's your late and great 'Dock' Ell

ington, We loved him here. "Don't Get Around Much Anymore" and
"Solitude',' ideal organ material. Then to finish the first side there is a
super medley—"If I Had You',' and "Alone". This pop will waft you
older ones straight back into the Golden Era! I wonder how bow-many
Melotone units and tibias 'crooned' this piece? The Tibias, a metal
set, and a wooden set, get their teeth into "Sonny Boy'l This dollop oi
com will have you giggling if you ever look at the lyrics, --rr—
Don't- just listen to me lovely tibias all woo-woo-woo-
ing away. And then we are brought back to reality by the PP
sound or the typical early thirties Compton brass with the
swingy "After You've Gone'! It's frightfully jazzy English!

Side two begins with a slightly tongue-in-cheek version July,

at the Rainbow Room, 64 floors up in the Radio City com
plex in its more happier times. It sported that least known
and smallest of the Radio City organs, the 3m/10r with two
consoles. Velly cheap—two for me price of one. Noble's
compositions are amongst some of my personal favourites.
A dicy ground for any organist.
You always have your pre-conceived notions just how fav

ourite tunes should be played, don't you? "The Touch of your
Lips" has the superb Compton Tuba for solo. Then we hear "I
found -You'! It was originally recorded by Bing Crosby with
Helen Crawford at the Paramount Studio organ. I think. Well
Dalgliesh can't tell that organ. Well, I'm certain it was that
organ. How then? A Bing Crosby LP has come out over here
containing two organ items—"Can't We Talk It Over" and"I
Found You'i It is described on the sleeve notes as "Bruns
wick Studios didn't have a theatre pipe organ and the sound
was piped through from the Paramount Theatre".. Oh yeah!
Perhaps you nice Americans can throw some light on this
one. But I digress (and even if Dalgliesh does digress, the
sound could have been piped via telephone line as it was in
many cases of theatre recording—Ed). "Goodnight Sweet-
heart-jis!next and then Bancroft whips us into "Cherokee'!
Heard last on this organ by Joe Marsh, whose signature or

theme tune this swinger is. The Noble medley is well con
structed and registered and comes to an end with "Love Is
The SweetestThing',' a rich and theatrical number. The final

IS a pair of slightly oddballs. Why? Well, they display
the organist's straighter side, and not so difficult
for a Compton wim their sweeping range. "Cwm
Rhondda", almost the national anthem of Wales,
and'God Bless the Prince of Wale^' are the two.

MiiA ' J The latter is a piece mi patriotic music and all I
(Continued on Page 6)
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The Yamaha £-70 Electone.
The only thing it can't do with music is dance to it.

Yamaha's new Electone console organs deliver a variety
of uncompromisingly-real, precisely-defined sounds.
There's no overlapping. Commercial jazz sounds like a jazz
organ. Instrumental strings and brass that are strings
and brass. Church like church. Theatre like theatre pipes.

You get uncompromising authenticity. If you want
a trumpet you get a trumpet. Not an organ trying to sound
like a trumpet. And a variety of Upper Orchestra section
voices comes instantly alive with just the touch of a button.
A bright lever allows you to personalize the sound of
each voice. And this new Electone console comes with Auto
Arpeggio, so unique in flexibility that you've got to hear
it to believe it.

But don't be intimidated by this wildly sophisticated
new Electone console. Because it comes with Yamaha's
custom Auto Bass/Chord Fun Blocks with 96 combinable

bass patterns, and Auto Rhythm Unit. And that means
it's as easy to play as a spinet. (Yes, chords with one finger,
a professional instrument designed for the entire family.)

What gives Yamaha's new Electone consoles such
realistic voices and incredible versatility is a technology
called Pulse Analog Synthesis System, PASS for short. It
makes the Yamaha so advanced that years from now it
will be years ahead. So put some wings on your music. Try
the E-70, E-50 and E-30 Electone consoles at your local
Yamaha dealer.

A difference you can hear.

# YAMAHA
Keyboard Division. Box 6600, Buena Park, CA 90622

Ask about the Yamaha Music School, a uniquely rich educational experience for children 4-8 years.



THIS MCLLER

console measures

7-feet, 3 -inches
wide, five feet in
height and four
feet deep. It has
six expression
shoes. The key-
desk will be plac
ed just in front of
a four-manual
replica Wuriitzer
in the residence
studio of Clyde
Duensing at St, -
Augustine, Fla.
Story and other
photos appear on
Page 5.

W. L. Draughon
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BOB VAN CAMP STUX BUSY IN ATLANTA ALTHOUGH NOT SEEN AT CONCLAVE
Although he wasn't seen at the various activities of the recent ATOS Convention in

Atlanta, Georgia, Bob Van Camp, whose name is linked with the great Fox Theatre's
4m/42r Moller organ, is still quite active at the big shov^lace. He will be featured in
the coming series of family shows to be presented at the Fox starting September 25.
The theatre will screen ten classics such as "Ben Hur'J "The King and I'J "Grand Ho

tel',' etc., and the organ will be featured in solo and sing-a-long presentations, it is re
ported. Season tickets are $20 per person, or all films for the price of eight general ad
missions. Doors are slated to open at 7pm each evening. Van Camp's organ recital will
be heard until 7:30 with the community singing from then until 8 o'clock.

HAZLETON TO PLAY IN AUSTRALIA'S BIGGEST PIZZA PARLOR
Tom Hazleton, who will be in Australia on tour during the early part of August, will

present a concert in that country's largest "pizza parlor'| Moorabbin Town Hall, August
6 from 6 to 11pm. The town hall is being converted into a pizza parlor for the one
night and is billed as the first Australian Pipe Organ and Pizza Night'I
FESTIVAL '78 SET FOR SEPTEMBER 12-16 RUN AT ASILOMAR
Northern California's Home Organ Festival at Asilomar,Calif, vwill take place Septem

ber 12 through 16 and will feature concerts, socializing, jam sessions, dancing, a costume
parade and workshops. All makes of electronic organs are scheduled to be shown during
the run of the show. Information concerning accomodations, registration, ect., may be
obtained by writing: R egistrar: Home Organ Festival, P.O. Box 2248, Alameda, Calif.
94501, or by calling (415) 522-2962.
UNIVERSITY PULLING OUT OF NEW YORK TOWN HALL? ORGAN STILL STORED
New York University has decided to close Town Hall due to the excessive cost of keep

ing the place in operation. It is local concert and opera house landmark since 1921. Fate
of the Loew's Kings Theatre Robert-Morton organ, which was supposed to have been er
ected in the auditorium and is still stored there, is something of a mystery. There has
been no reference made to the instrument in recent months.

The International Theatre Organ Society Pub
lishers prepare and distribute monthly The Con
sole, a totally independent publication, in the
Interest of theatres and organs, it Is dedicated
to the preservation of theatres and their organs,
and reports internationally news of all types of
organs — pipe, pump, electronic, theatre and
classical.

The Console provides equal space to all organi
zations In the Interest of bringing to Its readers
as complete news coverage as possible. Photo
graphs, drawings, organ catalogues, theatre pro

grams, technical articles, both contemporary and
nostalgic are earnestly solicited. Address all ma
terial to: The Console, P.O. Box 744-C, Pasadena,
Calif. 91104. Telephone: 1-{213) 794-7782.

Subscriptions — United States and Canada,

$12.00 annually (temporary), via first class;
United States, Canada and Overseas, $9.00 via

second class. Air mail rates for overseas delivery

will be furnished upon request.

Please make Checks or Money Orders payable
to: THE CONSOLE. Payment from Canada or

Overseas must be on an International money
order made out in U.S. funds to forestall conver

sion or service charges due to rate of exchange.

Single copies of any issue in print, 60 cents
each, postpaid.

Renewals, inquiries and changes of address
should be addressed to: THE CONSOLE, Preston

J. Kaufmann, Circulations Director, P.O. Box

744-C, Pasadena, Calif. 91104.

Display Advertising Rate Cards sent upon re
quest. Address all inquiries to: Roger Adams,

Advertising Director, P.O. Box 744-C, Pasadena,

Calif. 91104.

Office of the publication is 1385 North Michigan

Avenue, Pasadena, California 91104.

Second Class Postage paid at Pasadena,
California

WE'RE NUMBER 1!
Junchen - Collins

has installed more

entertainment pipe organs

than any other builderl

Recent pizza organ

installations include:

MINNEflPOLIS
Cicero's #= 1, #=2, and 0=3

TORONTO
The Organ Grinder

VRNCOUVER
The Organ Grinder

ST. LOUIS
The Old St. Louis Noodle & Pizza Co,

Call us for a quotation on an entertainment pipe
organ for your home or business.

JUNCHEN-COLLINS
ORGAN CORPORATION
743 McHENRYAVE.-WOODSTOCK, ILL. 60098 (815)338-7180

Editor Tom B'hend

British Editor Ian Dalgllesh

New York Ciphers R. U. Rank

Special Features Dr. Ed Mulllns
Columnist Lorraine Humpmuster

GREAT AMERICAN WIND MACHINE IN TV
Mike Obman's Great American Wind Machine

Pizza Parlor on Reseda Blvd. .Reseda, figures in
some prominence in one of me coming segmeuts
of the television show "CHIPS". The pizza parlor
was used on July 24 for the filming of part of the
show. Ohm an also proudly announced that the
long awaited sign for the roof has finally been
erected so that one and all can now see the new
name of the place.

DOWNTOWN HOUSE BOWS OUT WITH SHOW
Marion, Indiana's 77-year-old Indiana Theatre,

which started out as an opera hoi^e and ended as
a motion picture theatre, ended up its history in
a crashing close by the wreckers. But not before
local citizens presented three stage shows as the
finale for the noitfe. Seats were $5 each and pro-
cee(i were donated to the local Axis Council.
The site, which also included a hotel, will be-

come a_ city parking lot.

. and dmuolifhing it for the
July, 1978 parking area.



1 KnMBSTSVlS<Sln«SiI9« ■^BnTiTSllKSlI ISBVSRBI

l-v :::i

magnificent set-up
RSOSBDIAMOND BREAKS HIP IN FALL

Former New York City Theatre Organist Rose Dia
mond is in a cast at the Beverly Palms Rehabilitation
Hospital following a fall in which she broke her hip
and sustained leg injuries and bruises. She has re
lated that she would appreciate receiving notes or
calls. Her address is 8000 Beverly Blvd. ,Los Angel
es 90048. Her telephone is (213) 651-3200.
PHOENIX CLUB HAS PIPE ORGAN SCHOCS.

Members of Valley of the Sun Chapter ATOS are
currently conducting a pipe organ school every Sat
urday morning at the First Christian Church Fellow
ship Hall, 7th Avenue and Ocotillo, Phoenix. The
classes are in session from 9:30 to 11.

It Is reported that as many interested organ enthu
siasts attend from Tucson as do from Phoeinix. The
school headmaster is Bill Carr.

i9Atf9iiakw«i9Mar«rAf.
When first chartered "Eastern Chapter of ATOB' nov

the much carved up Delaware Valley unit, held the
first theatre organ club meeting in the Music Hall,
the famous Manhattan Paramount, Brooklyn Paramount
Loew's Kings, Atlantic City Convention Hall, Hersh-
ey Theatre and John Wanamaker's Department Store, [
it is reported in The Lift, official chapter paper. [

cyinn ̂ eaf
V CONCERTS - SILENT FILMS

PARTIAL EAST END VIEW of the studio, showing left and right chambers
for the theatre organ ranks, and center section which will hold unenclosed
____ classical ranks to be played from the Moller console./"] LONDON BOOKING OVER ONE YEAR IN ADVANCE OF PLAY DATE

j  England's new ATOS chapter is making certain many of its con-
I  cert dates will be filled by U. S. artists. Latest to dot the line in
I  ink is Gaylord Carter who will appear at the Gaumont State Kilbum
I  to play the 4m/16r Wurlitzer September 16, 1979.
I  Carter will also open Wichita's Century II '78-79 Organ Concert'  j Series on December 2nd with the Harold Lloydccomedy classic sil-
I  ent film "Safety Last",

6155 Rockcliff Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90068

Phone 213/466-2626

RUMOR SCOTCHED ABOUT LLOYD MANSION DEMOLITION
Several days prior to the close of the month someone started the

tumor that the Harold Lloyd mansion in Beverly Hills was being
bulldozed into piles of ruble. Interested to learn who had purch
ased, been donated, etc., the 2m/32r Aeolian pipe organ, a call
was placed to R. C. Simonton, a director of the estate when it
was on its way to becoming the motion picture museum. He said

—  tliat some of the out buildings on the 16-acre
estate were being demolished to subdivision
of the property. The residence will remain.
One piece of the property is reported to have
been sold for $1 million. The land is prime

July, 1978 acreage in Beverly Hills and Los Angeles,


