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The International Theatre Organ Society Pub-
lishers prepare and distribute monthly The Con-
sole, a totally independent publication, in the
interest of theatres and organs. It is dedicated
lo the preservation of theatres and their organs,
and reports internationally news of all types of
organs — pipe, pump, electronic, theatre and
classical.

The Console provides equal space to all organi-
zations in the interest of bringing to its readers
as complete news coverage as possible. Photo-
graphs, drawings, organ catalogues, theatre pro-
grams, technical articles, both contemporary and
nostalgic are earnestly solicited. Address all ma-
terial to: The Console, P.0. Box 744-C, Pasadena,
Calif. 91104. Telephone: 1-(213) 794-7782.

Subscriptions — United States and Canada,
$12.00 annually (temporary), via first class;
United States, Canada and Overseas, $9.00 via
second class. Air mail rates for overseas delivery
will be furnished upon request.

Please make Checks or Money Orders payable
to: THE CONSOLE, Payment from Canada or
Overseas must be on an international money
order made out in U.S. funds to forestall conver-
sion or service charges due to rate of exchange.

Single copies of any issue in print, 80 cents
each, postpaid.

Renewals, inquiries and changes of address
should be addressed to: THE CONSOLE, Preston
J. Kaufmann, Circulations Director, P.0. Box
744.C, Pasadena, Calif. 91104,

Office of the publication is 1385 North Michigan
Avenue, Pasadena, California 91104.

Application to mail at second-class postage rates
is pending at Pasadena, California.

EQIROF .....ocooecnnenscsnnsinaisnmiaion sisaans sonsaninns Tom B'hend
British Editor ... ...lan Dalgliesh
New York Ciphers ...........minenennes R. U. Rank

Special Features ..... r. Ed Mullins
Columnist .. .....c.c..............Lorraine Humpmuster

! orchestra and Ron Rhode at the Wurlitzer,

ORGAN CLUB TO PRODUCE STAGESHOW

Chicago Area Chapter of ATOS will produce a live
stage show at the Chicago Theatre, Sunday, Sept. 24
at %:30 m, Headlining the show will be Dennis Day
and Sally Rand. Also on the bill are the Young Step-
brothers, Jerry Murad's Harmonicats, Frankie Masters'

Advance mail order tickets may be ordered by send
ing check or money order to: CATOE, 6244 West Eddy
Street, Chicago, Il1l. 60634,

JAMES MARRIAGE ENDED —-continued from P, 1

Dennis offered Heidi the option of continuing with
him in concert work for the remainer of the year, but
she told The Console it would be impoessible to do it
under the circumstances. She has no immediate plans
but is considering publicity work or teaching.

Dennis noted that he will continue his Ohio Theatre
work and concert playing, In September he will app-
ear with the Columbus Symphony in '""Music for the
Movies" at the Ohio, plus playing with the orchestra
the accompaniment for the film "Broken Blossoms!

He will arrange the score that he wrote for the film
while a student at Indiana University. He will also be
dedicating the Marion, Ohio Palace Theatre Wurlitzer | p ]
for the theatre's 50th anniversary show. It is now a ot films. The shows are aired
performing arts center. | over Cenadian outlets.

JOHN MURI DEBUTS NEW WURLITZER COMPANY WURLITZER =——cont. from page 1

Muri will appear at the ATOS Atlanta Convention and then return to Chicago to play
thirteen performances at the Art Institute that will constitute a festival of the works of
Cecil B. DeMille, He will accompany the features on an electronic organ, The dates
are July 12,13,14, 16,19, 20 and 21, Two showings will be made each day of differant
films, "He is also due to be in Akron at the Civic Theatre Sept. 25 to play "The Belov~
ed Rogue!

On September 25 and 26 he will dedicate Dr, John Landon's residence pipe organ in
Lexington, Kentucky.

In addition to all his concertizing and work for Wurlitzer, he has purchased a hardware
store in Lakeport, Mich. Bill Murdock is managing the enterprise for Muri,

JACK SMITH WRITES ABOUT ELKS MORTON IN TIMES COLUMN

LosAngeles Times Columnist Jack Smith devoted one of his daily columns this month
to a decriptive piece about the 4m/63r Robert-Morten in the Elks %uilding. The column
told about the huge lodge rcom and the organ and the many sounds that are possible to
get out of the instrument,

STRONY/CARTER CUT UP SIMONTON WURLITZER; ON TV JULY 8

Gaylord Carter and Walter Strony share the billing in the "Yesterday" series chapter
which will be telecast over Los Angeles Station KTTV, Saturday night, July 8 at eight
o'clock, The segment, which is part of the nostalgia scene, features the two artists
playing and talking about the theatre organ, what it once did and what it's doing now.
Tibouron Productions filmed the show at the R, C. Simonton residence in North Holly-
wood last month, Strony flew into Los Angeles from Phoenix for the overnight session.
Carter, of course, drove up from his seacliff home at San Pedro, Calif.

BILL COFFMAN AND CREW TO REMOVE GREER INN MORTON NEXT MONTH
Removal of the four-manual Robert-Mecrton from the Sierra Inn (formerly the Carl
Greer Inn, Sacramento) is slated to take place starting July 3rd, it has been learned,
Bill Coffman, Old Town Music Hall man, will head a crew of four to dismantle, pack
and move the organ to storage until its new owner, Mrs, Bonnie Carrette, of Palm

STAN KANN and his vacuum
cleaners, household gadgets,
etc, ,are in Canada currently
producing more television pil-
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Springs, Calif. , is ready to re-erect it. The or-
gan was originally installed in the Music Hall
Theatre, Seattle, Washington.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Receipt of news items, photos, news clippings
and other information relative to theatre org-
an activities is acknowledged by The Console.

MlNNEHPOIJE Those sending such items this month are: John
Cicero’s # 1, #2, and #3 Henry Lyons, Altadena&Calif; Walter J. l;—lils-
enbeck, Massapequa, New York; Harold Pear-
JORONTO rell, Réynoldsburgh, Ohio; gack’Rey‘nolds Los-
he Organ Grinder Angeles, Calif; John S chellkopf, Lﬁeverl‘}‘r] iiilills,
Calif; Greg J. Bellamy, Detroit, Mich; William
VANCOUVER Friske, Toledo, Ohio; Vestal Press, Binghamton,
The Organ Grinder New York; Bud Taylor, Marina, Calif; Clifford
Edge, Robstown, Texas; Terry Hochmuth, New-
ST.LOUIS g, :

Lennox, I11; Patty Barnes Skelding, Hollywood,
Calif; and Charles Bowdlear, Northridge, Calif,

LARGEST GRANT TO REBUILD THEATRE

In Cleveland, Ohio, the Economic Develop-
ment Corporation will help renovate the former
State and Ohio Theatres on Euclid Street, The
grant of $3, 100, 000 is believed to be the larg-
est ever given by the federal government to re-
build a theatre, The two
houses were formerlg'
owned and operated by
Loew's Theatres. Three
other adjoining theatres
are also being restored
- for live presentations.

The Old St. Louis Noodle & Pizza Co.
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—continued from page two
theatre was litterally overtaken as
they commenced building the shell
of the existing one around the outside
of the previous cinema, so an archi-
tect once told me, In 1936 the pres-
ent Granada opened in typical style . The organ was installed under -
stage. A late friend of mine, Laurence James, was one of the organists
who played for the stage shows, And what a fund of stories he told me
about the place. Amazingly it had a Wurlitzer 3m/8r that had only
Tibia, Flute, Vox Humana, Clarinet, Trumpet (Style D), Diapason, Vio-
lin and Violin Celeste. The speciai powerful 3m/8r with English Horn
and Tuba, Brass Sax, Gamba, etc. , hadn't yet emerged and this would
have seemed to have more bite, but somehow in this big cinema this
particular organ held its own. It was never recorded commercially, to
mir knowledge, although no doubt it was broadcast as were prewty well
all the Granada chain cinemas,

Anyway, George Welling and others used to play it for special odd
shows, even wrestling was tried here. Ralph Bartlett, top man of the
TCC, held many excellent TOC concerts here and at one time it was
Ralph's local cinema,so there isn't much Ralph doesn't know about the
instrument. The console, a familiar style to us over here, was the
'Granada Special' with flashy big side pillars that seem to intrigue you
Americans! Why I can't imagine! I get letters from some of you asking
me how many other Wurlitzers had these consoles, Well, there were
quite a few, even one of the best Christie's has one and there were
even two post-war ones. There were two with four manuals, all built
here, of course,

During the 1960s the Granada Wurlitzer's Violin and its Celeste were
removed by the chaps who were locking after the organ, and putting it
!nto better shape and a Gamba and Gamba Celeste were popped into
place instead. Pat Dunham had done some good work on keeping this
organ alive and kicking. Eventually tapes came into the possession of
Robin Richmond and the organ arcused as much interest as did the play
in§ of George Welling.

n short, Gecrge made an impression, particularly with his novelty
type tunes which were a staple part of the cinema organist's diet as we
all know, He became known also for his mastery in handling the per-
cussion section of the organ. "The Plankers] as my old friend John
Howlett, of Odeon Leicester Square fame, used to call the traps section)
John used to say, when planning his frequent broadcasts of the "Duchess)
"Well, Duckie,l suppose I must put in some numbers using the "plenk-
ers! . . otherwise some of the fans write in!"

Eventually the Granada East Ham became scheduled as a Granada
Social Club=—=bingo and all that jazz, etc. The design departmentfound
that the poor old Wurlitzer was in the way. An enthusiast bought the
organ and hauled it off eastwards to Lowestoft. It was intended to in-
stagll it in an entertainment building, but, I'm told, this has fallen by
the wayside and it will go into a new home,

Fortunately Welling just had time to tape an LP for posterity. It's
titled "By George!" and the sleeve has a super full frontal view of the
Granada-style console up on its lift, and, of course, sporting its How-
ard Seat, like virtually all Granada had, So it will be of interest to
fanatics of the Wurlitzer brigade——another model for their collection,
and a late style one, too,

Welling's disc starts off with a bubbly version of "Pink Champagne'}
then into "Poor Butterfly'! '"Bal Masque' that delightful piece of real
theatre organ music by Percy Fletcher is excellently played and 'takes
one back! as they say! "Scphia" and "Estrellita" are latin types, and
the latter, by Manuel Ponce, is given an excellent arrangement which
I think could be dene by my talented friend:George Blackmore, who
played it amost the same some years ago on the LP he did at the South
ampton Guildhall 4m/50r Compton,

Sidney Torch wrote some really delightful pieces did you all know?
Well, here is Torch's ""Shooting Star" and to finish side one is "With
Sword and Lance! a popular march, Side two begins with "Musical Ear
wig'} a novelty and the type of thing Welling excells in. The traps I:
have a field day in the next tune,''Marching Stringsy which is very
popular over here, A change of mood completely for " The Shadow
Waltz!! It's not the one i!ou are thinking of. Why? I'm fairly certain
because we have a lovely tune by this title, toq. by Dubois. It became
popular through a long ago TV thriller series where it was the theme
tune, Organists did it to death on records and broadcasts. "Rhapsody
Rag" is next, A real 42ns Street carve up it is, too. Bits and pieces
stolen from Liszt's Second Hungarian Rhapsedy, but a fun item, Quite
an outstanding piece of playing it is. "Breezing Along With The Breeze
has a soft shoe shuffle sound and "Stagecoach" recalls the great big
band days as it's Eric Winstone's radio theme, He was and still is a big
name in this almost departed genre. "Loin Du Bal" is the finale and
here George takes us back to the early cinema of the twenties with the|
potted palms, elaborate Kinemas ‘Swith a K then), a solemn-lookin
Kinestra or Wurlitzer Hope-Jones Unit Crchestra in the pit. Really old+
time cinema organ music and lovely. Finally, a short blast in real
razzy "Granada blast fashion'} Welling's theme, "Margie", slsa
this disc is for those who like a different sort of
music and collectors of rare-type Wurlitzer
specs. It's well recorded on Amberlee, AML 310

ontact Doric records outlet as they handle im-
ports of Amberlee productions. A nice and easy
on the ear platter, Not particularly sophisticat-
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MYSTERY CONSOLE——Identification on the back of
the postcard from which the above photo was made
lists it as being the Pattman Traveling Organ console.
However, British Editor Ian Dalgliesh coincidentally
forwarded a duplicate photo that appeared in a British
magazine and identified the console as being that of
the Major Henry Bathurst Traveling Crgan, er pic-
tures of the same instrument appear on the following
page. ——-from the Skelding Collection

ed, but pleasing.

One sad thing to report is that shortly after making the
LP poor George had a stroke, He's on the mend now and wh
when I last heard him he was getting into the swing again
at Les and Edith Rawle's organ.

Whilst dealing with records, I mustsay we are in for a
bumper treat over here, EMI are issuing this month Emest
Broadbent's latest LP on the Tower Blackpool organ,Reg
Dixon's latest, believed to be a re-hash of an earlier ong,
and their new young star Phil Kelsall, with his first LP.
What a debut— on no less an organ than the Tower famed
Wurlitzer,

Arnold Loxam has had two more out since I last wrote
about his Thursford LP. Cne on a late-style Christie at
Kings Lynn and one on a Hammond, I'l]l let you know a-
bout the Christie one later, VSAnd Decca are releasing an
LP made from rolls of Fats Waller using Ron Curtis' 4m/-
10r Compton.

*¥A Third Traveling Crgan Creates Mystery*

1 think you may know that there has been considerable
interest shown by you American organ fans in the touring
organsithat we had over here, As you know, I mentioned
this in passing several times and we seem to find we get
letters from you asking to know more. The Console has
been handed photographs that are rather rare, but seem=
ingly not identified correctly. The one on this page and
the two that follow on the next page were supposed to be
the Pattman organ. In my files I have one photo, an ex-~
act duplicate of the one above that lists it as being still
another touring instrument, but not the Pattman organ!

In any event, 1 thought a bit more information on the
unicl[ue instruments would not be amiss to accompany the.
publication of the photes. (Continued on Page 5)
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sole nacelle. They resemble extremely large scale percus
sbiolns. Large pipework is seen to better advantage in photo
elow.

——continued from page four
Long before Reginald Foort thought of touring Britain with a lar%e pipe organ, there were

Note tubular chimes in archways at either side of the con-_1

—{rom the Skelding Collection

touring organs on the scene, One of the bigg]:ast names before World War I over here was an
organist by the name of Pattman, as he was known, G. T, Pattman was his name and he was
born in Grantham, Lincolnshire in 1875, Taught organ by Dr, Haydn Keeton, at Petabcrough
Cathedral, he was barely in his teens when he achieved the almost impossible membership in
ARCO and then the FRCO (Fellow of Royal College of Organists), This was in 1895. By 1901
he held the position as organist of the famous Bridlington Priory. So great was his talent that
in 1904 he was appointed crganist at Glasgow Cathedral. Here he stayed till 1916, giving
many recitals, but finally decided his efforts were not being received in the way tj:ey should
be in Glasgow.

He brilliantl
organ firm of I—‘{arrison and Harrison, of Durham, to build him a concert organ that could be
made to travel around to theatres and concert halls, Each section was to be mounted on sets
of trucks and put together on stage or platform and fronted by a display screen.

The original instrument had 1,213 pipes and three manuals. Two were completely straight,
but the Great was unified, believe it or not! The pedal organ was borrowed entirely. The big
drawknob console had a lowest manual of seven octaves for handling the grand piano. There
was drum playable from the pedals and a Dulcitcne:playable from tie top manual, The con-
sole was usually glaced on the left and the piano on the right side of the stage (which indicate
the photos published on this and page four are not the Pattman instrument—Ed). His produc-

tion was billed as "The Greatest Musicdl Sensation of the Day? He opened at the world-fa- |

planned to launch himself in entertainment and ordered the celebrated churclf

v

Land of Hope and Glorv{', etc, Patt-
man once played Tannhauser and
the audience started booing and
hissing loudly and went mad! It
was realised, too late, that this was
written by Wagner, a German, and
was never played again, Such was
the anti-Teutonic feeling then,

After his triumphant opening at
the Coliseum he was booked by
Stoll to tour the entire chain., And
Stollls great rival,Sir Edward Moss
wasn't to be outstripped. His chain
Moss! Empire Theatres and the
London Palladium had to have the
best and leading attractions and
soon Pattman and the mammoth
organ were topping the bills at
their houses—Glasgow, Birmingham,
Brighton, Liverpcol, Manchester

where Foort openeé in 1938 with
is big Moller) and all the other
Moss houses.

I see in my records the organ is
said to have cost 3,000 pounds, a
considerable sum in those days.

There was an octave of 32-foot
pedal pipes. The organ measured
14 feet deep on stage and weighed
10 tons, Musical publications of
the day noted the instrument had
"3 fine tone} especially the Tuba,
and was not at all "a freakish pro-
duction'.

Lemarels Andantino was terribly
popular and Pattman included
Bach and Handel and lashings of
Elgar, naturally, For seven years
he toured around and used specially
constructed railway trucks to move
the organ from one town to anoth-
er. But by 1923 he was beginning
to feel the strain of all this touring
and closed his act. By then organs
were coming into general use in
the Kinemas, mostly church in-
struments, although the first unit
job had arrived in 1921 at London's
Sutton County Kinema. It was a
Compton 3m/14r Kinestra, as they
were called then. By 1923 the
clever Davis famil d got their
wonderful Shepherd Bush Pavilion
ready and so Pattman sold the or-
gan back to Harrison & Harrisory/it

(Continued on Page 6)

mous flagship of the vast Stoll ch: .
chain of music halls, the Coliseum
in London, an immense, superb

R

building with even today the larg=-
est revolving stage in the world—
75 feet in diameter,

Sir Oswald Stoll was intrigued
with Pattman's idea. He was an
impressario of the real stem type

and did not permit dirty jokes or
even rude words uttered by the staf
backstage. A comedian, no matt-
er how famous, would be sacked
immediately for telling off-coler
jokes, or a singer sang risque songs.
And they did then, as they do now,
as we all know.

Pattman's great finale was usu-
ally "The Storm' The Coliseum
and its many sister theatres were
well equipped to handle this sort
of production. I tock Tom Blhend
backstage several years ago and he
marveled at all the equipment
and the size of this somewhat an-
cient structure. The Coliseum is
now the opera house for the English
National Opera Company, whic
was the former Sadlers Wells grou

Pattman always had a lad}r sing
er, usually in the perscn of Irene
Flanders.
lar to play patriotic pieces like |

Hh

eing 1916, it was popur gypy STAGE VIEW of the Pattman or Bathurst organ on stage. Theatre is believed to be the:
Empire in Glasgow. Note lividg:room furntiure for Thomey' touch. .



BRITISH NEWS FROM IAN DALGLIESH —continued from p. 5 MOLLER BID EXTREMELY HIGH; SEARCH FOR

was hauled back to the organ works, overhauled and then install-
ed in the chapel at Durham Scheol, i
Pattman's name had spread and the Davis family engaged him,
to open the fabulous Pavilion Cinema. The rest is history, Here
he played the Compton, then a 4m/17r, and this caused a sensa- |
tion. Quentin Maclean was the other crganist who played silent |
films there., Pattman, being soloist, also played daily recitals, |
according to programmes I have studied and heard about, He la-
ter made many records and some were on the super Compton at !
the liberal Jewish Synagogue, right near the EMI Studio, At that
time he was with Paramount and later became chief organist for:
the Odeon circuit. He also played the Yapp circuit with their
"Forum'" -style Romanesque cinemas, all Compton-equipped.
Pattman was definitely cne of the old scheol of players and I
am certain Al Bollington can tell reams of stories about him, He
trained under Pattman, I believe. The late Gerald Shaw, who
was also a Paramount chain organist, told me that Pattman was |
absent minded, and one day at the Streatham ('Southwest London)
Paramount-Astoria, a heat wave had hit the city. Our hero was |
in his dressing room when the bell sounded for him to get to the |
organ console, Half awake, he rushed on to the bench and dis- |

covered he had forgotten to put his trousers on, He had been rest-

ing and had taken them off so they wouldn't be wrinkled, For= -
tunately, he hadn't come up on the lift! He died August 10,
1961, at Scarborough. :
There was still another touring organ. A certain Major Harvey,
Bathurst was an organ lover who had the touring idea, He could |
not play well himself, but engaged others to play his organ in-
stead. One who toured with this instrument was the famous Row-
land Tims, who later became a famous Paramount star name ov-
er here/ He also played the Gaumont=British chain and made
many recordings. i
The Bathurst organ was similar to the Pattman instrument with,
a long bottom manual to play the piano, There were 33 speak- |
ing stops, a 32-note carillon, and the organ was built by Hill,
Norman and Beard, a very respected name in crgan building, 7
The same firm turned out theatre organs under the trade name

1

hi

ANOTHER FIRM TO

i of that ci

INSTALL MOLLER ORGAN
IN PASADENA CIVIC AUDITORIUM BY DEC.

An original estimate of the cost to install the five-manual
Moller pipe organ in Pasadena Civic Auditorium by the Moller
Pipe Organ Company of Hagerstown, Md. , was guessedsto be in
the neighborhoed of about $34,000. Recently, the firm came
to Pasadena to give an exact figure, The announced total sent
Auditorium officials for the smelling salts. The total bid was in
excess of $175, 000, 00,

This figure included returning the instrument to the factory

¢ for modifications, although the organ was reportedly fully gone

over at the factory when it was shipped to the United States from
Holland. The Nethercutt organ men also have made changes in

. it since hauling the organ up from its former pizza parlor home
i at Pacific Beach, S an Diego.

Tlhe cra

In the meantime, Gordon Belt, who represents J. B, Nether-
cutt in the donation of the organ, has contacted another firm to
obtain their bid, it was reliably learned this month,

It was also noted that the instrument must be in the hands: of
the City of Pasadena by the end of the year for tax write~off pur-
poses. The City of Pasadena is required in the agreement to

. pay installation costs, and management has indicated that the

organ has been accepted. Final installation date will depend
on the firm appointed and their prior committments. The hope
has been expressed that the organ can be ready for the 1979
ATOS Convention,
*Beaumont Was Ready For Moller¥

At the time the Nethercutt interests were investigating possible
locations for the Moller, one of the places was Beaumont, Texas.
According to Beaumont Theatre Organist Al Sacker, the mayor
promptly wrote a letter of acdeptance and expressed the desire
to have the large instrument for the city auditorium, Officials
were disappointed when they learned it had been

offered to Pasadena.

IV THE CANDI MAN!

of Christie, After a touring time, the Bathurst organ vanished}
and, it is said, was shipped to Auckland, New Zealand,

There was yet another touring organ widely known over here
It was the concert instrument of Max Erard, It appears he didn
c%rite achieve the same fame as his two contemporaries, but
the three organs became widely known household symbols in
concert organs for a time. Eventually, the deluge of cinema
organs that we had put a stop to the traveling instruments. [

Around 1935, Robin Richmond had the idea to tour the thea-
tres with a Christie pipe organ he designed, and just about the |
time he was to sign a contract for it he heard about the new el-
ctric Hammonds., Realising how much easier it would be to take
something like this on the road, he bought the first two import=
ed into Britain. Compton had beat Hammond into the pipeless
field and had their 'Electrone! (straight) and Theatrone (cinema)
organs on the market, Of course their Melotone units in pipe
organ chambers caused a sensation,

A Theatrone was played around all famous theatres, being
launched at no less a place than the Palladium, which even to-
day is the world's leading variety theatre, Charles Smart was
the artist who topped the bill in the show "Bandwagon" with the
Compton product.

Richmond toured with his Hammond, and Ethel Smith came
here in the late 1940s, tco. Milt Herth records were issued and
Boosey and Hawks, British Hammond agents were keen to sell to
churches. To make them mocre! alatagle to churches, the ent-
ertainment organs were named Lafleur Theatre Crgans. Nobod

|

l

|
|

was fooled, It was still the old honking, tooting Hammond, "one
rank of tuned flutes" as Stu Green once remarked, I recall read-'
ing. Well, that wraps up our history lesson today, children!

PNEUMATIC AND PRESSURE
ACTIONS REBUILT AND
RESTORED

FINEST QUALITY THROUGHOUT
WRITE FOR QUOTATIONS

EL

L.A.VISITOR IN TOWN WHEN CONCERT 1S

AYED; BECOMES A ‘OANDI."CARLEY" EAN:

"I'm the Candi Man} is how Bill Pilgermayer, Harleysville,
Pennsylvania organ enthusiast described his visit to the Pacific
Wiltern Theatre on Sunday morming, May 21 to hear Candi Car~
ley in concert at the consoie of the Wiltérn Kimball organ.

"That's just how I felt after hearing her play her program,' he
continued, B

"Being a2 Kimball fan and the owner of the three-manual, 20~
rank instrument, that I am installing in my home, I was looking
forward to hearing this famous instrument while 1 was on the
West Coast. I wasn't surprised. It's great!

"To me the real surprise was the artist. The attractive blonde,

! with her warm and charming personality easily captivated her

audinece, but the most moving and unique aspect of the Concert
was the fact that you didn't just listen to Candi's music, you felt
it, coming from her heart and soul, She's just fabulous.

"ou lucky Californians can hear this rising young star at Mike
Ohman's "Great American Wind Machine" Restaurant in Reseda.
But for me, being from the East, I'll just have to wait until the
next time 1 get to Los Angeles, or she goes on tour. This time
1'11 wear a new red and w%lite striped suit. Isn't that what a
Candi Man would wear?"

NEW CARTER RECORD IN THE WORKS; WILL BE THEMATIC

Y | MOVIE SCORES COMPOSED INTO SUITES BY ORGANIST

Organist Gaylord Carter has completed recording four suites ,
based on four silent motion pictures, on the San Gabriel Civic
Auditorium Wurlitzer pipe organ for Pelican Records,

Carter composed the four suites from thematic score sheets
that always accompanied silent film prints to theatres so that
organists, and in some instances, full orchestras, could prepare
proper accompaniment for the features. The four films he has
chosen are:"The Temptress" (Greta Garbo); ' Thief of Bagdad"
(Douglas Fairbanks); Beau Geste" (Ronald Coleman); and "Ben
Hur" (Francis X. Bushman). Three of these films were premier-

{ ed by the (:u'gamist:i1 and he attended the opening of the other (it

was Fairbanks! "Thief of Bagdad).

According to Producer Steve Jabloner, the album will present
40 minutes of music, No release date has been set for the disc
at the present time, but it was indicated that September may be
the month, There has been no name given the album, It will
be announced at a later date. This is the first theatre organ re-
cording by Pelican label, it was learned.

RICK VEAGUE
5175 ULMERTON RD.
CLEARWATER, FLA 33520

t

i

Carter and Ann Leaf are also currently
featured on another record, each one has

a side, that is selling in music stores. It is
described elsewhere in this issue, as is

other news items abcut Carter's involment
June, 1978 in concert dates,
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aernger

Will Return/To Its

Origi /m

"SAENGER WILL RETURN TO ORIGINAL SPLENDOR" Under this headline
the March 11, 1978 New Orleans Time-Picayne ran an article on the sale
of the Saenger Theatre by ABC Interstate Theatres to E, B, Breazeale,
President of Moonrakers, Inc. , for slightly over one million dollars, The
theatre closed its doors as a2 motion picture house March 12, 1978 with Dr.
Barry Henry playin§ an impromptu concert fcllowing the last film, Patrons
were allowed to delay their exit and stay on for some enjoyable organ mu-
sic from the four manual Robert-Morton pipe organ, acknowledged to be
one of the builder's finest, if not the best of the entire production turned
out at the Van Nuys, California plant.

There was local television coverage that last day and the sound of Dr,

Barry Henry at the Robert-Morton was heard as a part of it. A great deal
of ini:lerest as been shown by people from the area in preserving the luxur-
ious house.

The 3,400-seat Saenger Theatre opened Februaré 4,1927 with the film
"Blonde or Brunette" starring Adolphe Menjou and Greta Nissen, The build-
inﬁbuilt in the midst of the era of opulent film palaces, cost two and one-
half million dollars, Some well-known organists presided at the console in-
cluding John Hammond, who made a num%er of recordings on the instru-
ment, and Roy McNamara, who played the organ there off and on for a
great many years until his recent death,

The Robert-Morton Organ Company thought so highly of this instrument
that it was used for demonstration purposes. Prospective purchasers of Mor-
ton instruments were brought to the Saenger to hear the organ. It occupied
a similar position for Robert-Morton as the New York Paramount organ—
the magnum opus of Wurlitzer., Both, it has been said, were the "yard-
stéc;:'ks by which other instruments preduced by the two firms were measur-

e

Over the years declining film attendance made the Saenger's operation
less profitable, In 1964 the balcony was enclosed forming a 750-seat wide~
screen theatre, It was one of the most successful efforts at twinning a thea-
tre ever accomplished, The downstairs auditorium was left intact and the
the sound of the organ was not hopelessly altered, :

In the Fall of 1977, the theatre was added to the National
Register of Histo;ic P'laces, making it eligible for federal

runnaam !
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funds for restoration, Further, this designation carried
with it the proviso that the theatre cannot be torn
down without extensive legal action. .

Moonrakers, Inc. took over the building March 15
and plan to remove the balcony partition and com-
pletely renovate the theatre for use as a performing
arts center. It will be available for conventions, trade
shows, concerts, plays o%eras and organ concerts,

Prior to the sale E, B. Breazeale's men were already
hard at work beginning to clean the building, painting,
repairing the plumbing and electrical systems, and do-
ing other miscellaneous chores, Money is also to be
set aside to complete the restoration of the organ
which is currently in playable condition.

Restoration of the theatre building itself is expect-
ed in about eight months, Below deck it is a veritable
museum of machinery, old boilers formerly used for
heat, old ventilating equipment and generators for
electric current, Previous owners of the Saenger did
not throw a thing away. All equipment remains more
or less like it was on opening night 51 years ago, al-
though new equipment has been added over the years
to ugdate the operation,

" The theatre was designed by Emile Weil, who was
also the architect for Tulaune Stadium, the Whitney
Bank Building and Jerusalem Temple. The contractors
who built it were George Glover and Company, also
the builders of Loew?s Theatre just across Canal
Street from the Saenger. The Saenger was an atrcs=
pheric house designed as a Florentine garden, When
it opened it boasted $250, 000 worth of marble, cry-
stal and bronze,

Recent visitors to the Saenger included theatre or-
an enthusiast Robert H. Clark, Jr. , who was there in
anuary, and your reporter, who was in New Orleans

for a conference the last of Febmary and early March.

The instrument is one of the finest I have ever had
the pleasure of pla&ing or hearing, Dr. Barry Hemry,
Richard McCormick and others who have had a hand
in the restoration work on the Mighty Morton are to
be commended,

1 was given an excellent opportunity to see the
theatre and spend two days touring the place from
cellar to garrett, and also playing the organ. An ap-
preciative audience of theatre employees, theatre or-
gan enthusiasts and friénds stayed until the wee hours
one morning to listen.

The Saenger is one more of the many movie palaces
being restored, preserved and turned to other uses such
as performing arts centers, It is good to be able to re~
port that this historic New Orleans landmark will be
around for future generations to enjoy.

~=—John Landon




v

- \. ¥ ank g
ORGAN REPAIRS —Organist Al Sacker,Ralph Lindholm and
Bill Tetley, shown left to right, are dismantling the console
of the Jefferson Theatre Robert-Morton pipe organ in Beau-
mont, Texas. The keydesk was taken apart for restoration
and refinishing in its original mahogany wood,
——photo by Roy Bray
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NOSTALGIC SHOW,TOUR SET FOR OPENER
AT BEAUMONT, TEX,.VAUDE/F ILM PALACE

An interesting era when silent movies, accompanied by
mighi' pipe organs in the settings of ornate movie palaces
were America's favorite pastimes, will be re-created this
summer in Beaumont when the Jefferson Theatre, the last
remaining posh movie house in South-east Texas will pre-
sent a silent feature film in the setting of the twenties.

The theatre'es Mighty Robert-Morton organ has been re-
stored to accompany one of the silent film classics, 1925'
"The Lost World! starring Bessie Love in the earliest ver-
sion of the Sir Arthur Conan Doyle adventure.

Restoration of both the theatre and the organ represents 3
long effort by the Jefferson Theatre Preservation Society
and the Southeast Texas Chapter of ATOS to give Beaumon,
a unique performing arts center.

The theatre gala, which is open to the public, will be
held on Friday night, July 14, at 7:30. In addition, early
vaudeville will be reinacted on the same bill with the ap-
pearance of the Sweet Adelines and the Barber Shop Singers
and other acts reminiscent of the performances of the fam-
ed two-a-day and movie house revue-type stage shows,

Popular Theatre Organist Al Sacker has been the prime
mover behind the July event, and he will be joined with
other former theatre crganists in providing the music at the
Jefferson,

The Beaumont show is the highlight of a Texas-wide
Conclave of the Theatre Histerical Society of America,
which will tour theatres and hear theatre organs in Beau-
mont, Galveston, Columbus, San Antonio and Austin, July
13 (evening only) through July 17.

ORGANIST VISITS THEATRE,WALKS OUT WITH
CONTRACT TO RETURN AND PLAY A CONCERT

English Organist David Hamilton, who is now residing in the United

tates, was visiting fellow organist Don Thompson in Toronto, Asked if
ke would like to play and hear a famous Wurlitzer in the town where it

was built, Hamilton said he would. So the two men trekked across
the border to North Tonawanda and the Riviera Theatre, Hamilton
got on the bench and started to play. He had an audience of organ
maintenance men.

Before he fir’sked putting the 3m/20r organ through its paces, there
was talk between the organ crew and after completing the impromptu
recital, Randy Piazza, President of Niagara Frontier Theatre Organ So-
ciety, offered the artist a concert date contract

PROGRAM LISTED FOR BEAUMONT PORTION OF THS MEET

Thursday, July 13—5pm Registration at Ramada Inn; 7pm Recep-
tion, cash bar, Ramada Inn.

Friday, July 14—10am Organ Concert at St. Anthony's Cathedral
on 3m/37r Wicks; 1pm Grand tour of historic Beaument departs
Ramada Inn; 3m/ 27t Moller with twin consoles in Phelan Man-
sion; Gladys City Lamar Auditcrium; French Trading Post; City
Auditorium; 2m/12r Aeolian in the Rogers Mansion; Beaumont
Art Museum-— wine and cheese reception, 7:30pm Gala at the
Jefferson Theatre with the 778-pipe Robert-Morton pipe organ
and three guest organists, Silent Movie "Lost World', Vaudeville
on stage; open console session, tour of the theatre and memora-
bilia exhibit of the Jefferson Amusement Company archives,
sponscred by the Jefferson Theatre Preservation Society.

| \;' CONCERTS — SILENT FILMS
l ' 6155 Rockeliff Drive

Los Angeles, CA 90068
I Phone 213/466-2626
|

Hﬂ : 1 ,ea l DEVTRONIX DELIGHT—One of the slightly reduced in size (to
I | go through normal doorway) Devtronix urlitzer-style consoles

that are being built by the San Jose, Calif, firm. This one has
been shipped to Ian MacKenzie in New York, He will add the
gold leaf to the ormalu deccration. The finish is ""next door" to
fantique ivory, although it and stop keys look white in photo.

LANDON ORGAN TO BE DEDICATED IN SEPTEMBER
Author/Organist Dr. John W, Landon will hold a two-day dedi-
| |cation for his Wurlitzer pipe organ installed in his Lexington, Ky.,
residence, next September 25 and 6. John Merle, California
organist will be the artist, it was learned. The instrument was in=-
stalled by the Heaston Pipe Organ Service and well-known organ-
men Lew Hodson did the finish work, For the evening of the 25th
~of September, both the AGO and ATCS
membership have been invited to attend.
On weekends, when he preaches at his
church in Anderson,Ind. ,Dr. Landon also
lays intermissions at the Paramount Thea-

“tre in downtown Anderson. !
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