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BY THE BUS LOAD—TIt is customary proceed-

ure, when dedicating a residence organ, to have an

interested group of enthusiasts, But David Walton, of

South Australia really went all out for the opening

the pipe organ he has built in his home —the entire

convention of the Theatre Organ Society of Austral-

ia came in buses to see and hear the instrument.
tory appears on Page 5
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PASADENA CROWN WURLITZER FEATURED IN BIG

"CHICAGO ORGANTST WHTTE DIES

Pearl White, one of the leading Chicago theatre
organists during the silent film era, died at her home
on May 11, She was 67. Miss White won fame in the
rnany Chicago motion picture houses where she was a
featured artist. She played the Uptown, Tivoli, Bel-
mont, Granada, Embassy, Terminal, North Center and
Chicago Theatres. She also cut over 1,000 piano
rolls for such labels as Capitol, Imperiai and Supertone

It was during the 1964 Naticnal ATOS Convention

ARTS FESTIVAL SERIES DURING JULY; FREE SHOWS

Bring your lunch and enjoy an early afternoon organ concert by well-
known theatre crganists who will be playing a "Brown Bag" concert series
at the Pasadena Crown Theatre as part of the Pasadena Festival of the Arts
from 12 noon to 2pm starting July 5. This is the advice given all music
llovers and office workers in the downtown area of Pasadena this month by
Joe Bauer, one of the festival officials,

Organists for the noontime concerts will be popular Los Angeles Theatre
Organ Society members who have volunteered to appear at the console of
the 3m/11r Wurlitzer,

in Buffalo, New York, tkat Miss White became a na-
(Continued on Page 8)

#Playing Schedule For Artists*
Opening the series will %Je Lloyd Del Castillo who plays July S5th; Mike

ENJOY IT NOW —One of the world's most famous theatres, the
big Chicago, on State Street, is due to come down within three

years. See story, Page 8

Ohman follows the next day, Thursday, July 6, and Candi Car-
Ie{ pl&ys July 7. No concerts will be heard Saturday or Sunday.
Billy Wright will be the artist for Monday, July 10. LATOCS
Program Chairman, Rod Skelding will do double duty the foll-
owing day, Tuescay, July 11th, He will play the final noon
concert and then returns to the console that same eveing at
7:30 for a most unusual performance.

Skelding will play the accompaniment for a silent live stage
show-—a variety-type performance with a western flavor, The
action will be slapstick with Hollywood stunt men breaking up
furniture over the heads of other stunt men; Monty Montana is
slated to be in the show with his rope tricks, etc. All the ac-
tion will be accented by Skelding's Wurlitzer music.

Gaylord Carter is billed for the next night, Wednesday, July
12 to play a silent film, not yet announced. One other organ
event is scheduled for the next evening, but the artist has not
been announced.

The festival officials are also currently holding auditions for
a full-scale production of South Pacific as part of the series to
be presented at the theatre.

MUSIC HALL FILES DEMOLITION PERMIT

Still determined to pull down Radio City Music Hall so that
a high rise office strucutre can replace the famous theatre, the
management this month filed a petition with the City of New
York to demolish the 45-year-old famed tkcwplace. If it can
be proved the Hall is not returning a reasonatle gain on its in-
vestment the permit could be granted despite the landmark
status that was given recently.

Since the announcement was made that the theatre would
continue to operate another year, patronage has dropped from
the highs of last April to about 3,000 a day. The theatre seats
6,000 and normally would be playing to audiences numbering
at least double the capacity each’day.

MEMORIAL CONCERT RAISES $850 TO START FUND

Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society launched its Joe Koons
Memorizal Scholarship Fund with a bank account of $850 that
was established Sunday, April 30 when LATOS members heard
Club officials Bcb Power, John Ledwon, Mike Ohman and Rod
Skelding in ccncert at the Wiltern Theatre. All who attended
were asked to donate to the scholarship in excess of the usual
concert donation fee. The results were better than expected
in view of the attendance which, it was anticiapated, would
have been higher than it actualiy was, The fund will be used
to help aspiring young organists enter the professional and
concert fields.




_ Quite possibly, the most significant event that will take place in 1978
in our wcrld of the theatre organ in Great Britain, and for some time to
come, has all tco soon come and gone, The most famous theatre organ-

ist that your country has given the world since Jesse Crawford, dare I sug~

gest that somewhat overworked word ""legendary'} George Wright! His
appearance here was the most eagerly awaited event—the on%y Europ-
ean concert he would present,

Wright had played in London previously at the famous Granada Cine-
ma, Tooting, Broadway, South London. Unfortunately, it was for a Conn
sponsored event and he didn't play the once beautiful Wurlitzer, now
sadly silent. A fairly small audience whom had discovered he wouldn’t
be playing the pipe organ elected to give him a great ovation; others
.g.layed away, preferring Wright on pipes to transistors. They missed some

ing,

This time it was a happier situation. At long last, an crgan group witl
imagination and foresight booked Wright to appear, Fprcpriately foll-
owing a line of other great players from your country, I refer to our
London and South of England Chapter of ATOS. Frankly, I find it pitiful
that other clubs had not booked Mr, Wright many years ago.

Within a short time of announcing the concert day, April 30th, appli-
cations for tickets started flowing in from all over a;eat Britain, the
Continent of Europe and even one or two people actually came over
from the U.S. A, for the great event! Edith Rawle handled all the ticket
sales efficiently, and Robin Richmond plugged the concert on his week-
ly radio show. A pity Richmond didn't tape an interview.

No less than 18 bus loads of fans came from every part of the UK, In
just two months, slightly under that time, really, all tickets were sold.

Les Rawle, who along with Arthur Jones maintains the world-famous
"Torch Special" Wurlitzer, the 4m/16r of the Gaumont State, Kilbum,
set to work diligently, aided by his wife and family, releathering the
Chrysoglott-Vibraphone that hasn't worked properly for many years—at
least the vibes haven't. Oddly enough, this organ which was created %y
Quentin Macclean for Sydney Torch, the "Hot Organ Specialist of the U,
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PUBLIC RELATIONS —George leans over keydesk to
lead ca%acity audience in a one-handed version cf the
'Happy Birthday' song dedicated to a lady concertgoer.

tunately, our buildings, unlike some it would appear in
in your country, are rainproof, so we had nothing to fear,

K", as he was sometimes billed, never had the percussions that spoke out
in great clarity, A great contrast for the poor Torch, No wonder, he
told me years ago, he preferred in some ways playing the Christie in his

revious fDSt at the Regal Edmonton, North London. Apart from the tim

ag at Kilburn, as the late Gerald Shaw once wrily remarked at a con-
cert he attended there,"I'm told on a clear day one can see and hear
the organ from this console—as you can all see the chambers are in
Maida Vale!" It was a remark tﬁat brought the house down-—Maida
Vale is the adjoining suburb to K lburn, and the chambers are stacked
Solo over Accompaniment cn the left side of the huge auditorium; the
console is across on the right side.

*#Wright In Town Five Days Early*

George Wright duly arrived five days before concert time and settled
down staying with friends in Mayfair in Central London. Len Rawle had
taken a week off from his work at Yamaha Organs to guide George round
and see that everything was right with the organ. Several years ago sets
of fire-proof drapes were hung in all the arches of the huge auditroium,
covering the beautiful but faded criginals, This unfortunately included
the gold ones han¥ing in front of the organ grilles. Somewhat thicker
than the first set, [ recall, they reducedgthe sound from the upper Solo
chamber, despite the organ being a loud one in general. Somehow, Len
Rawle managed to tie up the offending curtain and what a difference it
made, Like old times!

Upon arrival at the theatre,still one of the most mcd-
m buildings despite being af years old in the dingy High
oad Kilbtrn, a massive queue, or line, as you say, was

already forming., And police were even arranged to guide

e stream of buses, and marshall the queue. Many old
amiliar faces were spotted from all over the country, and
bout 20 from Holland, and even a few from Belgium!

The ladies of the ATOS chapter were most delightfully
dressed and sold standing tickets, plus those that were
returned at the last minute for various reasons. They also
sold the souvenir programmes and concert tickets for the °
next ATCS affair e Dennis and Heidi James show;
these two are always a welcome pair of entertainers with
so much talent, and charm.

Rightly, the manager, Bill Weir, a most charming and
highly competant showman, had decided to open the doors
earlier than previously arranged to avoid a hassle and a
rush, although the vast majority had already purchased
tickets, I heard rumors that gcme poor souls paid through
the nose for returned tickets and other people had spares
they sold for the correct price,

At 2:30pm, Len Rawle stepped out on the vast stage
in the spotlight while another spot went down to the ex-
treme "Wright" side of the pit and we all saw a familiar

_ _Just to make Gecrge feel "at home'} it rained all and every day! For-

(Continued on Page 20)
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“"ORGAN STOP PIZZA
PRESENTS LARSEN"

Organ Stop Pizza, Phoenix
4/29 Wurlitzer
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"ORGAN STOP PIZZA
PRESENTS RON RHODE™
Organ Stop Pizza, Mesa
3/23 Wurlitzer

“RENAISSANCE"”
Wm. P. Brown Residence
Phoenix
5/22 Wurlitzer

AVAILABLE AT $7.00 EACH, POSTPAID
ARIZONA THEATRE ORGAN PRODUCTIONS —

LYN LARSEN AND RON RHODE ON 3 MIGHTY WURLITZERS

RON RHODE

RON RHODE LYN LARSEN
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T,
“"RON RHODE AT THE “COMMAND l
MIGHTY WURLITZER" PERFORMANCE"

Wm. P. Brown Res., Phoenix
5/22 Wurlitzer

($8.00 FOR OVERSEAS)
5326 N. 7th Street, Phoenix, Ariz. 85014

Organ Stop Pizza, Phoenix
4/29 Wurlitzer




The Yamaha E-70,E-50 and E-30 Electone organs.
The only thing they don’t do with music is dance to it.

Yamaha's new Electone console organs deliver a
variety of uncompromisingly-real, precisely-defined
sounds. There’s no overlapping. Jazz sounds like jazz.
Commercial like commercial. Church like church.
Theatre like theatre.

You get uncompromising authenticity. If you want
an oboe, you get an oboe. Not an organ trying to sound
like an oboe. And a variety of Upper Orchestra section
voices comes instantly alive with just the touch of a
button. A bright lever allows you to personalize the
sound of each voice. And all of these new Electone
consoles come with Auto Arpeggio.

But don’t be intimidated by these wildly sophisti-
cated new Electone consoles. Because they all come
with Yamaha's custom Auto Bass/Chord Fun Blocks,

and Auto Rhythm Unit. And that means they're as
easy to play as a spinet. (Yes, chords with one finger!)
What gives Yamaha's new Electone consoles such
realistic voices and incredible versatility is a technology
called Pulse Analog Synthesizing System, PASS for
short. It makes the E-70, E-50 and E-30 so advanced,
years from now they’ll still be years ahead of their time.
So put some wings on your music. Try the custom
ABC Fun Blocks, and our new Electone consoles.

A difference you can hear.

€ YAMAHA

P.O. Box 6600, Buena Park, CA 90622.



IN TOWN FOR GEORGE'S CONCERT, TRIES OUT KIMBALL FOR OWN-—Walter
Stroney and friend Eric Houseknecht drove in from Phoenix to Los Angeles to hear

the Gecrge Wright concert May 19th, While in town, he went to the Wiltern Thea-
tre on Saturday morning to try out the Kimball which he may play when he comes

to L. A, in November to present a concert for LATOS, The organ crew halted their
work of preparing the o;‘?an for Candi Carley's show so he could run through several
numbers, Down front, after finishing his out, Stroney is pictured with Marian
Cook, center, and Eric Houseknecht. Clockwise around the console are Ross Farmer,
left, Harold f)onze, George Brown, from Twin Falls, Idaho, who had a business trip to
LA and upped it a day so he, too, could attend the V(lright concert, Bill Exner and Ken
Kukuk, seated at the keydes’k. Sine bottle-decorated curtain is used for backdrop dur
ing Saturday night stage fare when Mexican musicians entertain. The Wiltern is now
screening Mexican pictures, almost exclusively.

The International Theatre Organ Society Pub-
lishers prepare and distribute monthly The Con-
sole, a totally independent publication, in the
interest of theatres and organs. It is dedicated
to the preservation of theatres and their organs,
and reports internationally news of all types of
organs — pipe, pump, electronic, theatre and
classical.

The Console provides equal space to all organi-
zations in the interest of bringing to its readers
as complete news coverage as possible. Photo-
graphs, drawings, organ catalogues, theatre pro-
grams, technical articles, both contemporary and
nostalgic are earnestly solicited. Address all ma-
terial to: The Console, P.O. Box 744-C, Pasadena,
Calif. 91104. Telephone: 1-(213) 794-7782.

Subscriptions — United States and Canada,
$12.00 annually (temporary), via first class;
United States, Canada and Overseas, $9.00 via
second class, Air mail rates for overseas delivery

will be furnished upon request.

Please make Checks or Money Orders payable
to: THE CONSOLE., Payment from Canada or
Overseas must be on an international money
order made out in U.S. funds to forestall conver-
sion or service charges due to rate of exchange.

Single copies of any issue in print, 80 cents
each, postpaid.

Renewals, inquiries and changes of address
should be addressed to: THE CONSOLE, Preston
J. Kaufmann, Circulations Director, P.0. Box
744-C, Pasadena, Calif. 91104.

Display Advertising Rate Cards sent upon re-
quest. Address all inquiries to: Roger Adams,
Advertising Director, P.0. Box 744-C, Pasadena,
Calif. 91104.

Office of the publication is 1385 North Michigan
Avenue, Pasadena, California 91104,

Application to mail at second-class postage rates
is pending at Pasadena, California,

THEATRE PIPE ORGAN DONATION ANNOUNCED DURING ROSA
R10 CONCERT AT HIGH SCHOOL FOR CHURCH; 900 ATTEND

Theatre Organist Rosa Rio, and her pupil, David Scrimenti, who has been blind since
birth, were lauded Samrday, April 29, following their performances at a "Pop" Organ
concert sponsored by the Huntington Congregational Church at Shelton High School.
There were 9C0 in attendance for the program.

It was also announced at the Rosa Rio show by Norman L, Ray, president of the

STAFF

EdItor .........oocvrveeeeceeacesanensaneeaisneennene. TOM B’hend
British Editor ....... ;

New York Ciphers
Special Features ....

Columnist

reeerreneeeee.DF Ed Mullins
Lorraine Humpmuster

Connecticut Theatre Organ Society, that the society is donating the pipe organ that
was originally installed in the Allyn Theatre at Hartford to the Shelton High School.
One of the few Austin-built theatre instruments, it was removed shortly before the mo
vie house was raised several years ago. It is being renovated and may be installed by
Christmas, It will not be ready for concert presentations for at least a year, however.
In addition to organ music, the program also consisted of piano presentations and a
silent Laurel and Hardy comedy accomapnied by Miss Rio at the electronic organ.

REGINALD DIXON IN GRAND FINALE!

+ Reginald Dixon, famed British organist,
will play his Grand Farewell Performance
lon the Central Bank Holiday at the Gau-
mont State, Kilburn,London, On August
25th, it was announced this month.

Lynn Taylor has been elected President of the Detroit Theatre
Organ Club, it was announced in the May issue of the club NEWS,
David Voydanoff was named Vice-President; Frances Morehead is
Secretary and Richard Dengate, Treasurer. Taylor, Voydanoff and
Dengate were also elected members of the Board of Directors.

Concert dates were also announced in the same issue: Scott
Smith, June 17; Donna Parker (MacNeur), July 22; Lowell Ayars
August 19; Ron Curtis, Sept. 23 and Maria Kumagai, October 21st.

DICKINSON HIGH PLANNING GOLDEN JUBILEE: WILL BE ON THE
ORDER OF A REGIONAL CONVENTION:MANY VISITS PLANNED
John Dickinson High School's organ society is pallning a big weel

DETROIT CLUB ELECTS NEW OFFICERS ,BOARD MEMBERS

CONCERTS
Silent Films

end to celebrate the birth of the Kimball or=
gan now installed in the auditorium. Visits
to surrounding instruments and extensive
concerts at the school are blueprinted. The ||
complete plans will be announced soen. Gold
en Jubilee dates are Oct. 6 through 8.

130 Mill Street
Huntington, Con
(

\:

Rosa Rio

COLORFUL and EXCITING
THEATRE ORGAN

203) 929-1652 —

n. 06484
phone
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A well fermed step rail sectien is mounted in the newly built
Walten cerscle. Shell has been sanded fcr application of the
Iinizh, .
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IT MAY BE AN OLD CLICHE! BUT TRULY,

NECESSITY IS THE MOTHER OF INVENTION

AND IN THE CASE OF YOUNG DAVID WALTON,

THE HIGH COST OF ACQUIRING AN ORGAN

BECAME THE NECESSITY THAT PROMPTED HIM

TO BUILD HIS OWN THEATRE INSTRUMENT .

A most enthusiastic organ buff, D1vid had an obsession about
organs from a very earg age, When he left school he tried to
obtain a position with the Iocal organ builders. However, their

business was too small to absorb another employee and he look-

ed elsewhere for employment in his Scuth Australia home area,
"I went to work with one of Adelaide's larger piano dealers

and did my five-year apprenticeship in piano tuning and repairgi

he recalls, "But still in the darkest corner of my mind was the
dream of having a pipe organ.

"During those earl ars [ made small wooden pipes, but
that is about all, I did not have the most important ingredient
needed for organ ownership— MONEY!" he declared.

However, there was another avenue open to him and he was

guickly into it when he became a member of the Theatre Organ

ociety of Australia (TOSA, for short). The information came
in a rewspaper article in the local press. One name stocd out

After polishing the console, the young builder did
waste a minute getting sound out of the organ— he
connected one Flute rank which played at 8] 4]
and 2' pitches!

REIS CATALYST
DING PIPE ORGAN

prominently-——Father Anthony Taylor, "a real theatre organ
nut from 'way back", as Walton succinctly stated it. The year
was 1968 and the South Australia Division of the Society was
considering the purchase of an organ.

"This kindled my interest more than ever, and in 1969 the
club managed to buy the 2m/12r Wurlitzer from Melbourne's
Plaza Theatre (which is located under the big Re%nt, now in
the throes of being restored for performing arts—=Ed). It was
then I first saw a %heatre organ from the inside and I spent a
great deal of time looking, learning and talking to people
whom I knew were well acquainted with the workings of such
an instrument on an intimate basis, From this I leamed how
to go about building my own organ.

"In 1975, a geced friend told me about a man who had built
his own small tracker organ and suggested that I go out to see
it and talk to the owner. I did so and as we got to talking, he
said he would sell it'to me. The organ consisted of four ranks,
all of which were damaged. The Diapason was made of gal-
vanized iron,, Well, I got a nice stopped flute out of the deal
and it sounded ?uite Tibia-like, Of course, the Diapason was
acquired as well.

"My next item was purchased from the South Australian
Division's first president., It was an old draw stop console, and
this started me on the way to building my own organ. Having
measured the Society's two manual Wurlitzer console, the
plan was to copy it as closely as I could. It was Wurlitzer in
style, even down to the nameplate which I labled "WALTON",

"The corsole has all Accompaniment and Pedal switching
in it since the instrument is small encugh not to require re-
lays for these divisions, The Solo, however, does have relays,
They are the ex-telephone type with Kimber Allen contacts
and wipers fitted,

"My chests were built out of particle board and I used the
Reisner direct pallet magnets——unusual for a theatre organ,
but the instrument is on fow pressure—flues , two inches wind
Bressure, and reeds, three inches. Wind is supplied by two

. V,C, blowers, each rated at one horsepower. They are in-
stalled in the tank stand outside. Two tremulants were also
built for the flue and reed stops, and both are scaled-down
copies of Wurlitzer components,

"Again, I copied the "master" when making the traps and
~—— ccutinued

In its present state, this is how the Walton corgan console appears
today. Just how it may appear five years hence makes for an in-

teresting guessing game, what with the knowledge the young or-
gan bui%der has already acquired and what he will gain in the
ensuing years.
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When this imposing view was taken, the Walton organ had but two ranks that
were playing.

and mounting them out of the way under the chests, just above the flue regu-
lator, because I was running out of rcom. The chamber is only 9 feet by 10
feet and 8 feet, 6 inches. My two largest Diapason pipes have been mount-
ed in horitontai osition above the window to get them in the chamber! And
the largest Bourdon pipe, which meesures 8 feet 4 inches high—it is a stopp-
ed eight-foot pipe—just barely has rcom in the chamber; he sits on the floor
and is fed from the side.

" The reed pipes were purchased from the local organ building firm of J. E.
Dodd & Sens, They came out of classical instruments and were not included
in the rebuilt classic jobs.

"Looking through my WurliTzer fact book, reprinted by the Vestal Press, 1
found that I coulc% nearly copy a Model 170 specification excluding the String
which I migl]}t someday come across, and my Oboe Horn, instead of a Brass
Trumpet. These are impossible to find here in Australia as we received so
few theatre organs during the 1920s, You Americans can't realize how lucky
you are to have an opportunity to obtain such ranks.

*Just In Time For Big Show¥*

"The last pipe went into the organ the Thursday before Easter, and the or-
gan had its first public hearing and showing on Easter Sunday when the TOSA
National Convention visited here, A total of 300 conventioners rolled up in
six large buses., Fortunately, we have two acres of land and it was a fine
day. The console is located in an average size bedroom and only twenty
people could be accomodated at cne time, The chamber, fortunately, was
another room and it was possible for everyone to see in through the window
when the window blind was raised. The organ could be heard outside almost

David's first rank in the organ had one incongruity— the
Oboe Horn pipe on the right end

of the chest. "I couldn't wait to
hear it)' explained the young or-
gan builder, "so it was s{ipped in §
and la.lter remli:wed. The almost
complete rank is the organ's

May, 1978 Stopped Flute, .
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Three ranks were playing when this photo was taken——they are the
Flute, Diapason and Vox Humana,

Gilbert Underwood, seated at the single manual
console of the tracker organ he constructed. The
goun theatre organ builder talked to the classic
uilder and ended up buying the tracker instru-
ment, BELOW-—Underwood is shown during one
stage in the dismantling of the tracker organ.

as well as inside the house.

"The greatest thrill for me, of course, was to
hear it being played by local and interstate artists,
sending those beautiful sounds through the crimson
curtains behind which the swell shutters hide, "

£
Additional photos of the organ and the

Easter Sunday debut for the Theater
Organ Society of Australia appear on

| the following pages.
O o




Bill Shoemaker, at the console Easter Sunday, was
one of the many TOSA members to play the Walton
organ during the visit by the Society to see and hear
the instrument. There were 300 members who came
in six large buses to take part in the debut of the new=
ly built pipe organ.

Below—Only 20 members could be accomodated at
a time in the room where the console is located, but
for all who wanted a look into the chambers, the
window blinds were raised to afford a view,

CENTER —The organ when three ranks and
ercussions—installed under chest and slight-
y below shutters— were laying. =M

LOWER PHOTO-—The Wthon organ as 1t 1§

now, all four ranks playing.

WALTON BUILDER REMINDS READERS OF

ANOTHER AUSTRALIAN HOME BUILDER

Young David Walton's home project brings
recall of another Australian who built several
Eipe organs. Although he did nct fabricate

ic own cousoles, chests, etc, , Arthur Esgate,
secured many different or-
gan builder's compeonents
and produced his own idea
of "rllgne perfect organ" in
| several projects he undertook
before his untimely death
several years ago.

A theatre organist in the
United Kingdom during his
. younger years, to earn mon-
ey to put himself through
engineering school, he sub-
sequently became head of
his own large deﬂignin% and
raanufacturing firm. This
enabled him to select what-
¥ ever he thought best to
(" create a fine inttrument,

‘ Short}_{ before he died, he
moved the organ to a new
Masonic hall and re-install-
ed it there,

He also had been active
in writing a series of articles
for The Console on construct
ing a small organ. They did
not get completed before
he passed away.




ANOTHER WURLITZER SOUND TO WITHER?

FAMED CHICAGO THEATRE TO COME DOWN IN THREE
YEARS,PLITT EXECUTIVES TELL SHOW PRODUCER

One of the world's most famous Wurlitzer theatre organs, the four-manual in-
strument in the Chicago Theatre, has three more years to be heard in its origin-
sl home, according to a news story appearing in tze May 17 issue of Variety,
theatrical trade publication.

The story concerned a lawsuit brought against the Radio City Music Hall by

Bill Sargent, promoter head of Special Events Entertainment, who claims he had

a verbal agreement to cperate the theatrefor a one-year term with a five-year
option.

The portion dealing with the Chicago Theatre said: "Sargent also claimed he
has talked to the Plitt interests for the Chicago Theatre, Chicago, as a site for
originations. However, he said he wasn't too interested in that theatre, since the
Plitts warned him the house would be torn down in three years to make way for
an office building."

The Wurlitzer became world {amous during the 1920s when Jesse and Helen
Crawford appeared there at the twin consoles during a long engagement prior to
going to the New York Paramount Theatre. The organ was also heard through-
out the war years and was silenced only when stage shows were discontinued,

Restoration work was started several years ago with Bill Reiger, a member of
Chicago Area Chapter ATCS heading the work sessions, The organ was finally
completed and rededicated by Lyn Larsen in an outstanding concert evening at
the theatre October 2, 1975, It ?135 been heard sporadically since that date, be-
played for special events such as New Years'! Eve, etc,

The organ was recorded by famous organists on the old 78rpm records, and
has been recorded twice since its restoration. Walter Strony has the first one,
"Walter Strony Plays The Chicago Wurlitzer'y and Gecrge Wright, the second.
Wright recorded direct disc method and the album is currently being released
at a cost of around $12 per copy.

What disposition will be made of the instrument mezy already be planned, and
it would seem safe to assume Chicago Area Chapter ATOS will be given first
consideration by the chain if and when the house is demolished.

The theatre is one of Rapp & RappBrothers' early designed theatres and has
been one of the most successful operations in the City of Chicago during it long
life on State Street.

PEARL WHITE DIES IN CHICAGO -—continued from page one
ticnal organ figure. She appeared in a brief recital at the console of the Shea's
Buffalo Wurlitzer and created the start of an enthusiastic following with her un-
usually entertaining jaz style of playing which featured her "double stuff'— a
method using interlocking chords which alternated from right hand to left, The
selection "I Want to be Happy" was the music that led to her ""rediscovery" at
Shea's Buffalo Theatre.

She is credited with recording one theatre organ disc which was played on the
Chicago Patio Theatre Bartcn 3m/17r organ,

She is survived by a duaghter and four grandchildren.

LA CLUB INAUGUERATES TAPE EXCHANGE,DISC SALES

A tape exchange service and discount record sales club will be organized b
Los Angeles Theatre Crgan Scociety for its members, it was announced by Roc}l'
Skelding, program chairman, The new club /eatures were disclosed at the gen-
eral meeting held Monday, May 15 at the Reseda "Great American Wind Ma-
chine" (former Pipes and Pizza) restaurant.

Skelding explained that the discount record club would operate to sell crgan
a’bums of various artists who bring them to LATCS concert shows and place
them on sale. The record club will purchase individual releases in large en-

CREAMY FAREWELL—Jimmy DeLuca, owner
of Milwaukee's Pipe Organ Pizza, said a freind-
ly farewell to his star organist Walter Strony
last February just before Walt moved to the
sunny clime of Phcenix, Arizona to become the
organist at Bill Brown's Organ Stop Pizza. He
splattered him with a cream pie. Strony had
frequently plastered DeLuca with the bakery de-
light during his ni%htly festivities at POP, but
{immy got in the last "splat! The console has
een cleaned for the new staff organist, Clark
Wilson.,

LARSEN TO PLAY CONCERT AT
MILWAUKEE PIZZA PARLOR

Theatre Organist Lyn Larsen will be presented in
oncert, Tuesda-ly, June 13 at 7pm, at the Milwau-
ee Pipe Organ Pizza, 620 West Oklahoma, Seating

C

Es limited and tickets may be ordered direct from

ipe Organ Piza,
#DeLuca To Remove Theatre Organ’*

Jim DeLuca, owner of Milwaukee's Pipe Organ
Pizza, has disclosed he will dismantle and remove
the organ from the Sheboygan Theatre in the Wis-
consin down. The instrument will remain in the
theatre until after its 50th anniversary show in July
and then be taken out because the house will close,
He will announce at a later date what plans he has
for the organ.

*Wished Strony Success*
When informed that The Console would publish
the photo at the top of this columm, DeLluca said
that the picture should not be misinterpreted since
he wished the young organist all the success in his

ough lots to take care of the member's purchases. This will save members mon-new post at Bill Brown's Organ Stop Piza in the

ey and aid the artist's sales by purchasing large orders.
The tape exchange service will afford information between members who are
collectors and will make copies in exchange for organs and organists they do

city of Phoenix,

CLARK WILSON TO PLAY FOR CATOE
Milwaukee organist Clark Wilson will be pre=

not have, It will operate primarily on a swap basis, one-for-one; or should one
of the concerned members agree to copy but does not wish to have what is off-

ered by the other party, tape cassettes or reels will be furnished, or paid for by
the member who desires to have the material. l

I

sented in concert at the Genessee Theatre June 10
by Chicago Area Chapter ATCS, Wilson is organist
at Pipe Organ Pizza; he succeeds Walt Strony as

the featured artist,

NEW ATOS CLUB ORGANIZED IN FLORIDA; ALREADY HAVE A |

PROJECT—-TO FIND AN ORGAN FCR RESTORED THEATRE
Organ enthusiasts have jcired together in the Tampa, Florida
area to organize the Central Florida Theatre Organ Society, and
te affiliated with the American Theatre Organ Society as one oi
the chapters of the naticnal orgenization, according to Bill
Couch of Lakeland.
"We call the new club the Central Florida Theatre Crgan So-

--1

ciety, and we are curren&ry looking for an organ for the now re-
stored Tampa Theatre. e are raising funds for this project," =
he said.

Couch also noted that the society is growing rapidly due to the
interest that is manifest in the many fine pipe organ installation
that are already in the area.

CATCE SPONSORS DEBUT FCR YOUNG ORGANIST

Chicago Area Chapter ATCS is sponsoring the debut concert
of Lance Luce, young Detroit organist. He will appear at the
Downer's Grove Wurlitzer, Saturday, June =
24 at 8pm, Tickets are $3 by mail to CA- 7 =
TOE, 6244 W.Eddy St. ,Chicago, I11. 60634,
All seats will be $3, 50 at the door the ev- &%
ening of the performance, The schocl is at &
Ogden and Main in Downers Grove, I11.
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